
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 2020 

 
It is by living that we discover our talents, and it is in using them that they grow. God has given us special gifts. If used 
well, these gifts will enrich our own lives and the lives of others. 
 
As we approach the end of the church year, it  is an opportunity for deep reflection. We are just two weeks away from 
the start of a new liturgical year, so it is might be a good time to look back over the past year and do a bit of 
evaluation. 
 
 We hear  again today , the parable that urges us to evaluate our attachment to Christ’s 
enterprise, our investment of God’s gifts and our longing to have a share in Christ’s own joy.  
 
If we bury our lives in idle pursuits, and our heads in the sand, we will wind up like the third 
servant in todays parable: trapped in the darkness outside. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   15th Nov  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  17th Nov 9.30am 
Liturgy of the Word— Morisset 
Sunday   22nd Nov  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  24th Nov 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
EVERYONE who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book 
in  each week this is due to the        
governments 4 square  metre rule 
which limits our capacity to only 40 
the last thing we want to do is turn 
people away because they didn’t 
book in and we are at full capacity . 
To book for services please call the 
Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 by 
Thursday 2pm for Weekend                 
Services  and by Monday 12pm for 
Tuesday Mass. Parish Office Hours 
are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 

 



 
ALWAYS STAY AWAKE AND BE READY. 
The November readings are certainly preparing us for 
Advent and a new liturgical year. 
The Sundays of November ask us to ponder if we have 
been faithful, humble servants. Have we done all we 
could? Did we trust and believe in Gods mission so much 
that we gave everything to build the reign of God that 
Jesus initiated? 
In the end, we will be asked if we acted as true followers, 
caring for the weakest and the most rejected. If we did, 
we truly followed Christ because we saw the face of God 
in those around us and welcomed them as our sisters and 
brothers. 

 
THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
You, Dear Reader, know many things that I don’t. You 
know, for example, whether Trump won the American 
election, or at least whether there has yet been a final 
result. I am stuck in the past, in October. I don’t even 
know the result of that other first Tuesday race, the                 
Melbourne Cup. You know, but you can’t tell me. Not 
now, not as I sit here writing. What you know is still in the 
future for me, still uncertain. 
BISHOP BILL WRIGHT PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 09, 2020 
Such is the nature of living in time, the future is always 
uncertain, not entirely predictable, however much we 
think we know what to expect. Anno Domini 2020 has 
made that abundantly clear. 
According to some old wisdom, however, two things in 
life are certain, death and taxes. We may not even be so 
sure about one of those anymore, but still you are in                
November, the month of the Christian year when death, 
or rather the dead, are more in our minds than at other 
times. The Feast of All Saints begins the month, closely 
followed by the commemoration of All Souls. We turn our 
minds to those whose lives in this world have ended, both 
those who now live in God beyond need of our prayers 
and those who, at death, were in need of God’s grace and 
mercy, whom we believe we can help by our prayers. 
Knowing how imperfect most of us are in life, we                         
presume that the latter group form the vast majority of 
our dead, so in our parishes our Masses throughout                    
November are offered for the “Holy Souls” collectively,          
individual parishioners associating themselves with that 
corporate prayer by requesting “November Masses” as, 
at other times, they might request Mass for a particular               

deceased person. For many, this is an act of charity, a                
conscious prayer for the forgotten dead who may have no 
one else to pray for them. I mention these things thus 
briefly for those who might read these lines who have never 
really understood what Catholics are on about in                            
November. 
I don’t want to suggest that we know all about death or 
what happens to us when we die. St John’s First Letter              
rightly observes that “we are already the children of God, 
but what we are to be in the future has not yet been                     
revealed. All we know is that we shall be like him, for we 
shall see God as he really is”. The Council of Trent likewise 
ordered that preaching on heaven, hell, purgatory and so 
on, should not be too florid and descriptive, as it often had 
been, or encourage speculations about the afterlife that go 
beyond what little we actually know. Rather, here we are in 
the realms of faith, hope and love. Faith that leads us, like 
Christ, to face death saying “Father, into your hands I                     
entrust my spirit”. Hope that, like Christ, we shall be raised 
to life. Love that, like Christ’s, moves us to want to be with 
the Father and to want all others to come to that fullness of 
life as well. 
So, Dear People of the Future, you who know whether 
Trump won or not, you who cannot tell me in my present 
what to expect when I get to the first Tuesday in November, 
we live in time and we are locked into it. When I get to                       
November, I shall know what you now know. So, it is with 
all those who have gone before me in life. And when I get to 
November, I will, with all the Church, remember them,                    
remember that perhaps they need my prayers, remember 
that their present, the eternal present, is my future. I                       
hesitate to use an expression so bandied about at the                       
moment, but in this whole life-and-death thing, “we’re all in 
this together”. People of the past, present and future, living 
and dead, we’re all caught up in the journey to life. “I                   
believe in the communion of saints, the resurrection of the 
body, and life everlasting. Amen.” 
 

CPSL-TRAINING 
On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of this week, 
members of the Parish Leadership Team, Parish                       
Secretary, and the Parish Pastoral Council attended 
an Applying the National Catholic Safeguarding                     
Standards workshop via Zoom   
 The workshop was facilitated by Daniele Donnini,                 
Director of Safeguarding, Catholic Professional Standards 
Ltd (CPSL). 
The workshop acknowledged the lifelong trauma of 
abuse victims, survivors and their families, the failures of 
the Catholic Church to protect, believe and respond just-
ly to children and vulnerable adults, and the                      
consequent breach of trust. 
The overall purpose of the workshop was for those with 
safeguarding responsibilities, to gain a deeper     under-
standing of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards 
and how they can be applied to improve safeguarding 
practices within the Church. 
 

OUR PARISH 'VINNIES'  CONFERENCE CHRISTMAS              
APPEAL 
Our Parish “Vinnies” Conference are holding their 
Christmas Cash Appeal  on Sunday  November 
22nd (next weekend). It has been a difficult year 
for our local families in need & we would 
appreciate your help for us to  provide them with 
some assistance. 
Thanking you in anticipation of your generosity. 



FAITH MATTERS: 'YOU WILL NOT HAVE MY HATE' 
BOOK REVIEW 
Five years ago this week, on November 13th, Antoine 
Leiris was at home looking after his seventeen-month-
old son, when his wife Hélène was slaughtered, along 
with 88 other people, at the Bataclan Theatre in Paris 
by ISIL terrorists. 
MANDY GREAVES PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 09, 2020 
Three days later, Antoine wrote an open letter to his 
wife’s killers on Facebook. He refused to let his life or 
that of his baby sons be defined by their acts, instead 
he wrote, “For as long as he lives, this little boy will in-
sult you with his happiness and freedom.” Instantly, 
that short post caught fire and was shared around the 
world. 
In the months that passed Leiris, a reporter by trade, 
transformed the thoughts of this original post into his 
extraordinarily poignant memoir You Will Not Have My 
Hate.  In a diary-like format he relives the day of the 
attack at the Bataclan through to the 25th of                            
November, the day after Helene’s funeral.  The book is 
his cathartic attempt to heal; but he readily admits, “it 
will only tame, not heal.” 
Leiris’ Facebook post turned him into a “brief” media 
sensation by having responded to the unthinkable, 
with a defiant and decisive decision to not hate. While 
many saw him and his reaction as courageous, a                       
beacon of hope in a world of extremism; just as many 
saw his response as deluded and naïve. 
Faith in God calls us to love everyone, even our                  
enemies. By refusing to hate, what Leiris is in-fact              
doing is refusing to give himself or his son up to his    
enemies. He will not let them take him and Melvil as 
well.  Those outraged by his decision not to hate,                  
perhaps worry that he is advocating we put terror and 
evil in the past and move on, forgive and forget so to 
speak.  However, what he is really doing is giving                  
himself power over his enemies, by not allowing them 
to define the rest of his life or his son’s life, “We will 
never return to our life of before. But we will not build 
a life against them (ISIL). We will move forward in our 
own life.”   
In this book we are dealing with the problem of finding 
and expressing the love of God for us as all as human 
creatures in the context of human crime; and that’s a 
very tough issue. This one sitting read, is Leiris’s                       
declaration of defiance to those who peddle hatred in 
our world; and worth the short hour it takes to read. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIOCESAN SYNOD: 
Second session of Synod – Discernment is on 22nd May 
2021 
Third session of Synod – Implementation is on 21st                      
November 2021 
 
 

EMMAUS AWARDS: NOMINATE YOUR WORTHY            
COLLEAGUES 
The Emmaus Awards are a very rich part of the culture 
of Catholic schools. They enhance our culture of                
recognition. 
BRITTANY GONZALEZ PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 11, 2020 
The Emmaus Awards recognise the contributions of our 
staff and celebrate their achievements of excellence in 
Catholic schools. Nominations are sought for worthy 
staff members in your school community in a range of 
categories including: 
Innovation 
Leadership 
Excellence in Teaching 
Outstanding School Community 
School Support Staff 
First 5 years of Teaching 
Do you know of a worthy colleague who should receive 
an award? Make sure you nominate them today. 
Nominations close Friday 27 November. 
To help make it easy you can nominate online: https://
www.mn.catholic.edu.au/teachers/emmaus-awards/ 
 
DR MICHAEL SMITH SJ PRESENTS: WHY PILGRIMAGE? 
Tuesday, 17 November, 7pm-8pm 
This November we are blessed to have Father Michael 
Smith SJ present about the importance of pilgrimage. 
What makes us embark on a pilgrimage? Going on a 
pilgrimage usually starts as a personal call, an invitation 
to leave our comfort zones. 
Sometimes, depending on our age and experience, 
there can be feeling that we need to be reconciled with 
our past. Sometimes it involves a question about the 
future:  What do I really want? Sometimes the call to 
pilgrimage is the recognition that we need to change. 
Sometimes it's about facing an unresolved crisis.       
Sometimes we walk because life has slowly dried out 
our souls. For some the motivation for pilgrimage is a 
thirst for life, a thirst for God, a thirst to encounter        
Jesus Christ, a thirst for the inner guidance of the Spirit. 
Life wounds all of us, and pilgrimage can be a means of 
healing and reconciliation. The desire of the pilgrim is to 
be reconciled and to return home healed and ready for 
new adventures knowing that life itself is a                        
pilgrimage. 
Go to  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/why-
pilgrimage-tickets-125997520977?aff=ebdssbeac 
to register for this event. 
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like                 
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EXPLORING FAITH SMALL GROUPS BASED ON THE 
SEE; JUDGE AND ACT VIEW OF LIFE 
This refers to the method devised by the Belgian Priest      
Fr Cardijn. He developed this to assist young Christian 
workers  to reflect on their experience of their life at 
work and how their faith gave them insight into                  
promoting justice. 
In See, Judge and Act, we look at what is our                       
experience of life (See;) , we then evaluate that in the 
teachings as an example of Christ (Judge;), Then we              
engage in some specific action which is the source of 
justice and promoting goodwill (Act;) . 
 You may like to consider becoming part of such a 
group. It may meet on a monthly basis for 1 hour. An 
initial meeting will be available to share more                       
information in early December. 
Fr Kevin will be keen to hear of your interest over the 
next few weeks. Please contact the Parish Office 9am –
2pm weekdays to leave your contact details. 
 
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED 
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to               
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections 
and planned giving electronically. Electronic payments 
can be made online at: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
about/parish-payments/ . Please note that you need to               
indicate which collection you would like your payment 
put into i.e. 2nd Collection to support the Parish or                         
1st Collection to support the Diocese Clergy Fund, if you 
want to contribute to both you need to do 2 separate                
payments.  
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank                 
account please contact the Parish Office for our bank               
account details.  

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY— 17TH NOVEMBER 
PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 21ST NOVEMBER 
CHRIST THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE— 22ND NOVEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW DUNG LAC — 24TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 
8TH DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Robert Jay. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Jo Tregellis 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 K Amon P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 L McRae M Melvey 

SERVERS 9.30 J France V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander J Douglas 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 J France G Hutchinson 
L Hutchinson 

SIGN IN 9.30 T Alexander P Melvey 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 H White K Amon 

USHER 9.30 R Hay K Lendon 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



 Mark: The Strangest Gospel 
Presented by Nicholas King SJ, direct from the UK 

Free Online Event 

Wednesday November 18 
 

 

 
This November we are blessed to have Father Nicholas King SJ, the 
Assistant Catholic Chaplain at Oxford University visit us virtually with his 
presentation, Mark: The Strangest Gospel 
 

2020 has been a year of learning, COVID-19 has taught us many lessons 
about the importance of relationships, the dignity of the human person 
and how we can work together to build the Kingdom of God. The 
teachings in Matthew’s Gospel have equipped in such an unusual year.  
 
When Advent comes, we shall turn our focus to the Gospel of Mark. It is 
the shortest and the earliest of the four Gospels; it is simple and direct 
with a sense of urgency.  Mark presents Jesus as a man of actions 

rather than words, a man of power and miracles. Yet this powerful Son 
of God was the suffering servant who would give up His life as a ransom 
for all mankind. Mark’s clear purpose was to encourage those enduring 
persecution, and not coping very well with it. He also wanted to them 
to know who Jesus was. 
 
Mark: The Strangest Gospel. This talk will examine the shortest gospel, 
and that which was almost certainly the first to be written (so Mark 
invented the gospel form); the session will look at the oddity of this 
remarkable text. 
 

 

Time 
6.30PM – 8:00 PM 

 

Where 
Online 

 

 
 

To register scan QR code 
or use the link 

 
Mark the Strangest Gospel 

For more information email 
formed@mn.catholic.org.au 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/nicholas-king-sj-presents-mark-the-strangest-gospel-tickets-122004250999?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1
mailto:formed@mn.catholic.org.au


 

Q & A with Father Anthony Coloma 
Free Online Event 

Wednesday November 25 

Time: 6.30pm – 8pm 

 
 

 

 
Father Anthony Coloma answers some difficult questions about 
moral choices, sin and forgiveness. 
 
Join us as we explore questions about making moral choices in 
a contemporary society where there are varying views on major 
issues such as war, marriage, immigration, sexuality, politics and 
religion etc. 
 
Confession and sin where there are varying opinions on what 
‘sin’ means and if the sacrament of confession actually ‘wipes 
the slate clean’ or makes you ‘right’ with God. 
 
Forgiveness is an area that we all struggle with, particularly if 
someone has intentionally hurt or injured others or the people 
they love. Christians often believe they should be able to forgive 
instantly and feel guilty when forgiveness is not so forthcoming. 
 

 

 

 
 

To register scan QR code 
or use the link 

Q & A with Father Anthony Coloma 

For more information email 
formed@mn.catholic.org.au 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/q-a-with-father-anthony-coloma-tickets-122175982653
mailto:formed@mn.catholic.org.au


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

33rd Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Shorter form - Mt 25:14-15.19-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of 
the Lord.

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his 
way abroad who summoned his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to a third one; each 
in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. Now 
a long time after, the master of those servants 
came back and went through his accounts with 
them. The man who had received the five talents 
came forward bringing five more. “Sir”, he said 
“you entrusted me with five talents; here are 
five more that I have made.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
have shown you can be faithful in small things, I 
will trust you with greater; come and join in your 
master’s happiness.”’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading  Prv 31:10-13.19-20.30-31
A reading from the book of Proverbs
Give her a share in what she has worked for.

A perfect wife – who can find her?
She is far beyond the price of pearls.
Her husband’s heart has confidence in her,
from her he will derive no little profit.
Advantage and not hurt she brings him
all the days of her life.
She is always busy with wool and with flax,
she does her work with eager hands.
She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle.

She holds out her hand to the poor,
she opens her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty;
the woman who is wise is the one to praise.
Give her a share in what her hands have worked 

for,
and let her works tell her praises at the city 

gates.

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 127:1-5. R. v.1
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper.   R.

Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table.   R.

Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you ask us to use our gifts 
 for the good of others: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you call us to be 
 God’s faithful servants:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you teach us through the 
 example of you own life:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 help us to be good and faithful
 in everything we do and may we be 
 worthy to receive our just reward.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Thursday
Second Reading  1 Thes 5:1-6
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians
The day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night.

You will not be expecting us to write anything to 
you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, since 
you know very well that the Day of the Lord is 
going to come like a thief in the night. It is when 
people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ 
that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as 
labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and 
there will be no way for anybody to evade it.

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my 
brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. 
No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: 
we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so 
we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else 
does, but stay wide awake and sober.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel  Mt 25:14-30
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of 
the Lord.

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his 
way abroad who summoned his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to a third one; each 
in proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The 
man who had received the five talents promptly 
went and traded with them and made five more. 
The man who had received two made two more 
in the same way. But the man who had received 
one went off and dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. Now a long time after, 
the master of those servants came back and 
went through his accounts with them. The man 
who had received the five talents came forward 
bringing five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted 
me with five talents; here are five more that I 
have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you have shown you 
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you 
with greater; come and join in your master’s 
happiness.” Next the man with the two talents 
came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me 
with two talents; here are two more that I have 
made.” His master said to him, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; you have shown you 
can be faithful in small things, I will trust you 
with greater; come and join in your master’s 
happiness.” Last came forward the man who 
had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard 
you were a hard man, reaping where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid 

your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, 
you have it back.” But his master answered him, 
“You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that 
I reap where I have not sown and gather where I 
have not scattered? Well then, you should have 
deposited my money with the bankers, and on 
my return I would have recovered my capital with 
interest. So now, take the talent from him and 
give it to the man who has the five talents. For to 
everyone who has will be given more, and he will 
have more than enough; but from the man who 
has not, even what he has will be taken away. As 
for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out 
into the dark, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.”’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 grant us the wisdom to use our gifts 
 for the benefit of others and for 
 the task of building God’s kingdom. 
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Sunday 15th Nov 2020 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, blessed are those who walk in your ways: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you call us to be children of the light: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you are faithful to the end of time: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God 

into our hands 

you have placed many blessings and gifts. 

Help us to use them wisely 

so that we may become your faithful servants.  

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

Prv 31:10-13. 19-20. 30-31 

A reading from the book of Proverbs 

Give her a share in what she has worked for. 

A perfect wife – who can find her? 

She is far beyond the price of pearls. 

Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, 

from her he will derive no little profit. 

Advantage and not hurt she brings him 

all the days of her life. 

She is always busy with wool and with flax, 

she does her work with eager hands. 

She sets her hands to the distaff, 

her fingers grasp the spindle. 

She holds out her hand to the poor, 

she opens her arms to the needy. 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; 

the woman who is wise is the one to praise. 

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, 

and let her works tell her praises at the city gates. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 127:1-5. R. v.1 

(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord. 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways! 

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 

You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 
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2. Your wife like a fruitful vine  

in the heart of your house; 

your children like shoots of the olive, 

around your table. (R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed  

the man who fears the Lord. 

May the Lord bless you from Zion 

in a happy Jerusalem 

all the days of your life. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

1 Thes 5:1-6 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

The day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. 

You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and seasons’, 

since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It 

is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the worst suddenly happens, 

as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for 

anybody to evade it. 

But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. 

No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to 

darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and 

sober. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mt 25:14-30 

Because you have been faithful over a few things, enter into the joy of the Lord. 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way 

abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave 

five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set 

out. The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and 

made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the 

man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 

money. Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through 

his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing 

five more. “Sir”, he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more that I have 

made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you 

can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s 

happiness.” Next the man with the two talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted 

me with two talents; here are two more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well 

done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will 

trust you with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.” Last came forward the 

man who had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping 

where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and 

I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back.” But 

his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I 

have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have 

deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital 

with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five 

talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; 

but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-

nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of 

teeth.”’  

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q.  In what ways do you relate to a character in the parable?   

Q.  What elements of our culture make it easier / more difficult to share our talents with 
others? 

Q.  What talent do you have that you could use to make a difference in other people’s 
lives? 

Q.  In what ways do you restrict others from opportunities to use their talents? 

Q.  When have you ever allowed an opportunity to use your talents pass you by? 

 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
 

 

 



Page | 8  

 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
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Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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