
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

TWENTIETH   SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 16TH AUGUST 2020 

 
Today’s Gospel depicts Jesus on his way toward the border between Jewish and pagan territory. As he moves one way, a persistent 
Canaanite woman is coming from her side of the line, toward Jewish land. Where they meet is the heart of the story.  
 
Her request for mercy was a plea for empathy, an imitation of Israel’s prayer, which asks God to be emotionally involved in the plight of the 
one praying. The woman reminds Jesus that even the dogs receive the scraps from their master’s table.  In asking for help, Jesus declared: 
“O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
 
The matter of how to treat people who are not “one of our own” such as immigrants or those racially different, is ever present in our  
society. Historically, this issue alone, is still causing controversies around the world as well. Who is to be accepted? Who is to be rejected? 
Who is to be relegated to the back of the bus?  
 
Today’s Gospel tells the story of Jesus himself struggling with these very questions through an encounter with a 
woman — a very persistent woman, who refuses to take “no” for an answer. What Jesus finds remarkable is 
the woman’s faith. 
 
That’s our lesson from today’s Gospel: It will be our faith that will lead us through all the heartaches and the 
demons that torment us. It will be our faith that will overcome all our many biases and prejudices and give us 
hearts large enough to welcome everyone. It will be our faith that will transform us. Just as it did for Jesus. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Saturday  15th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Sunday   16th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  18th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   23rd Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  24th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Everyone who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book in  each 
week this is due to the governments 4 
square  metre rule which limits our                                                   
capacity to only 40 the last thing we want 
to do is turn people away because they 
didn’t register and we are at full capacity 
as per the government health orders. 
To book for services please call the Parish 
Office on 02 4973 6859 by Thursday 2pm 
for Weekend Services  and by Monday 
1pm for Tuesday Mass. Parish Office Hours 
are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
 

 



BISHOPS' ANNUAL SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT FOCUSES ON 
MENTAL HEALTH 
The Catholic bishops of Australia have released the Social Jus-
tice Statement 2020-21, on the critical subject of mental 
health, in the lead-up to Social Justice Sunday on August 30. 
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE PUBLISHED 
AUGUST 10, 2020 
The, To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, 
encourages faith communities, governments and individuals 
to make mental health a priority. 
Bishop Terry Brady, Bishop Delegate for Social Justice on the 
Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Service, 
has called on all Catholics to take up the message and              
challenges of the Statement. 
“This is a timely message in the context of the COVID-19                  
pandemic. The pandemic is affecting many members of our 
parishes, schools and communities,” Bishop Brady said. 
“The personal feelings of anxiety and despair we all share at 
this time provide an opportunity to become more aware and 
active in fostering the mental health of all. Understanding 
mental health will help us to be aware of those who most 
need our support.” 
The Statement encourages parishes and local communities to 
be places of welcome and inclusion, overcoming the barriers 
and stigma often faced by people experiencing mental                          
ill-health. It demands the commitment of governments and 
policy-makers to prevent so many people falling through the 
cracks of the mental health system. 
It also calls for the nation’s commitment to address those 
policies that exacerbate the already precarious circumstances 
of First Australians and refugees and asylum-seekers. 
“Our society tends to push away or draw away from those 
who confront us with our frailties and limitations. This is not 
the way of Jesus,” Bishop Brady said. 
“Let us follow him in drawing near to those who are                              
experiencing mental ill-health and acknowledge that they are 
members of the Body of Christ – ‘they’ are part of ‘us’. Only 
then can we say ‘we are all in this together’. Only then can we 
‘live life to the full’.” 
In addition to the written statement, which is free to                       
download, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s Office 
for Social Justice has also produced an audio recording of the 
statement. Prayer cards are available to download and                        
liturgical resources will be available for parishes to mark                     
Social Justice Sunday on August 30. 
“I commend this Statement to every parish, school and 
Church network and invite you to promote it as widely as                
possible,” Bishop Brady said. 
The 2020-2021 Social Justice Statement, To Live Life to the 
Full: Mental health in Australia today, can be downloaded 
from the Office for Social Justice website: http://bit.ly/
SocialJustice_2020 
 
VIDEOS OF OUR COMMUNITY MASSES AND LITURGIES 
We will be recording  our parish Masses and uploading them 
to the parish website generally the day after i.e. Sunday Mass 
will be uploaded on Monday. They can be viewed at     
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/mass-videos  and 
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/liturgy-videos  
 
AUGUST AURORA 
Is available on line at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-
events/aurora/ , there are also copies as you enter the 
Church . 

NATIONAL EMERGENCY APPEAL FOR LEBANON 
 In response to the horrific explosion in Beirut on the 4th of 
August, the Australian office of the international Catholic 
Charity, Aid to the Church in Need, has launched a national 
emergency appeal to raise funds to support the people of 
Lebanon. To read more about the appeal, and to make a                  
donation, please visit: www.aidtochurch.org/lebanon or 
call 1800 101 201 during business hours: 8am-5pm, AEST. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 2020 
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 30 August. This year, 
the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is titled: To 
Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is affecting the mental health of many 
members of our parishes, schools and communities.                 
Understanding mental health will help us to be aware of 
those who need our support. The Bishops invite us all to                  
reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of so-
cial determinants of mental ill-health, and to call for policies 
and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest 
and most marginalised members of our community. Down-
load the Statement at http://bit.ly/SocialJustice_2020.  
 
HELLO HUNTER  
Hello Hunter helps people who are feeling isolated, lonely or 
anxious. Volunteers are available to make a friendly call,     
deliver essentials, assist in finding specialised help or on      
request pray with the person. 
Hello Hunter has a call centre, which takes requests for                 
assistance, then neighbourhood hubs mobilise their                           
volunteers. Hubs are formed according to suburb and                     
postcode. The goal is to have the person in need assisted by 
their nearest neighbour. 
Hello Hunter are now looking for hub leaders and                                   
volunteers. Volunteers need to submit a form, validated by 
their local parish priest or parish leader.  
Go to hellohunter.org.au for more information.  
 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass J France 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Shamley D Peterson 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J Shamley K Amon 

SERVERS 9.30 J France XXXX 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander M Foo 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 J Hutchins 
M Foo 

M Foo 
M Foo 

HOST: 9.30 J Douglas H White 

USHERS: 9.30 R Hay 
T Alexander 

L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

CLEANERS: 9.30 M McFarlane R Hay 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
HEALTH ADVICE UPDATE ON MASKS 
The NSW Government is strongly encouraging greater use of 
masks in high-risk public settings to help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 
The advice from the NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant 
specifically recommends: 

• the use of face masks in indoor settings where               
physical distancing is hard to maintain, such as on 
public transport or in supermarkets 

• the use of face masks (where practical) in indoor 
settings with a higher risk of transmission, such as for 
the staff of hospitality and customer-facing venues i.e. 
cafes, restaurants, pubs and clubs 

• during attendance at places of worship. 
Wearing a mask in any of these settings is not mandatory but 
is highly recommended, especially in areas where there has 
been community transmission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY MATTERS: CELEBRANTS OR CONSUMERS? IT MAT-
TERS! INTERLUDE: CAN YOU SEND AN APPLE BY EMAIL? 
Last week I invited you to join in a conversation reflecting on 
our experience of liturgical disruption caused by COVID-19. 
This week, as an interlude before we move to Part 6 of our 
reflection on whether we celebrants or consumers, I invite 
you to listen to that conversation. It’s always good to listen 
widely. 
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED AUGUST 10, 2020 
Aptly titled, ‘Can you send an apple by email?’ this                            
conversation is part of the “Flashes of Insight – Let’s Talk 
Liturgy” series I have highlighted previously. Essentially, this 
series is reflecting on the same things as we have over the 
last five Liturgy Matters articles. However, with its                           
wider lens on liturgy, “Let’s Talk Liturgy” draws in a lot of 
additional issues and questions. 
The conversation process is interesting. The hour-long                     
conversation that took place last week had about 45                            
participants, mainly from New Zealand, Australia and the 
United Kingdom. It has been condensed in the link below to 
a 15-minute presentation. Its aim is to be short, sharp and 
insightful, and to function as a spark for other local                            
conversations. 
So I invite you to view ‘Can you send an apple by email?’ and 
to use it as a spark for conversations within your                                   
community. You might like to use our three mystagogical 
questions to guide your reflection: 
What do you notice? 
What does it reveal to you/us (about God, Christ, the 
church, the liturgy …)? 
What does it ask of you/us? 
There is so much in this short video. You might want to 
choose different issues and questions and engage in a longer 
process of mystagogical reflection on each one.  This is a 
feast. I hope you enjoy the tasting. 
We shall continue with Part 6 of our ‘celebrants or                           
consumers’ reflections in the next Liturgy Matters. 
In the meantime, it seems the “Flashes of Insight – Let’s Talk 
Liturgy” conversations will continue on Thursday for the 
next few weeks. For details go to last week’s Liturgy 
Matters. This is too good an opportunity to miss. It was good 
to see someone from one of our parishes participate last 
week. To catch up on previous episodes of “Flashes of                     
Insight”, access the link on our diocesan Liturgy Resources 
page. 
What do you think? Can you send an apple by email?                   
Celebrants or consumers? It matters! 
 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 15TH AUGUST 
SAINT BERNARD— 20TH AUGUST 
SAINT PIUS X— 21ST AUGUST 
QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 22ND AUGUST 
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW— 24TH AUGUST 
SAINT MONICA— 27TH AUGUST 
SAINT AUGUSTINE— 28TH AUGUST 
THE PASSION OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST— 29TH AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Joan Gillett, Monica Gray, June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, 
Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin,                                    
Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Lena &Bill Bowen, Befania & Toni Spata,                     
Vince Monaco & Giuseppe Proietto  



REFLECTION FOR TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 2020 

The Gospel we hear today provides a fascinating illustration of Jesus' response to those in need. There 

is no doubt that this is not one of his best days --he loses an argument & insults a Canaanite woman. This 

is an important story in Matthew's Gospel which was written predominantly for Jewish Christians but 

eventually it reveals that the Ministry of Jesus & the reign of God is open to anyone who believes.  

So , who were the Canaanites & why were they looked upon with such disdain? 

When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, the Promised Land they were seeking was the land of    

Canaan- approximately the area of modern Israel, Trans Jordan, Syria & Lebanon. Here they were                    

commanded to utterly destroy the Canaanites & subdue the land  (Exodus23:23-24)  but the Israelites 

never successfully removed all the Canaanites from the Palestine region & by the time of Jesus, the                   

Israelites had established themselves in the region between Judea in the Sth to Galilee in the Nth , so the 

original inhabitants had been "squeezed out" predominantly in the Nth. Because they were dispossessed 

of their land , it is easy to see why there was much tension between them. 

Matthew's story surprises us-- Jesus has no word for the desperate woman  & when he does speak, 

his answer seems intended to discourage her from asking - this is something  a "pious" Jewish Rabbi 

might do to avoid contact with "unclean" people - but it is unexpected from Jesus who is close to sinners 

& outcasts. However the woman is persistent & asks him to help her daughter. His reference to the                  

children of the Gentiles & Pagans -sometimes referred to as "dogs" -reflects their lowly status in the eyes 

of the Jews!  

However, the woman is not discouraged. Her love for her daughter is so great that she fights to the 

finish, staking whatever  self respect she has left & this human love, broken by sorrow , conquers Jesus . 

The woman's great faith earns her an instantaneous cure for her daughter & despite his initial                               

abruptness & reluctance, Jesus responds with compassion & heals her daughter. It seems as though the 

woman needed to demonstrate that she was really serious & that she did in fact believe that Jesus could 

make a difference in their lives. 

Jesus learnt by the experience as he overcame his prejudices of gender, race & religion. 

We could ask ourselves a few questions about our world today - 

By inference, Jesus describes the Canaanites  as "dogs" - but who are the "dogs" or the unworthy in 

our society today? 

Who are the insiders & who are the outsiders? 

Who are of God & who are not ? 

What criteria are used to make these decisions?  

It is clear from this story that the message of Jesus is not exclusively for the Jews 

                                                                    D. Joyce & H. White 



 
The getting of wisdom 

Craig Duncan is a proud Gamilaraay man whose openness, broad smile and hearty 

laugh create a compelling presence. He's also a passionate advocate for equality, 

shared perspectives and conversations. 

LIZZIE SNEDDEN PUBLISHED JULY 22, 2020 

Growing up in Moree in the 1970s wasn't always easy for Mr Duncan. He was one of four siblings raised by a 
single mother and attended Moree Public School. There, he took part in classes delivered by an all- white staff, 
which he recalls often left him quite confused. 

"Lessons taught at school were quite contradictory to what I learnt at home, particularly around the topic of 
Australian history," says Mr Duncan. He now has a passion for comprehensive education, ignited as a Year 10 
student when he returned to Moree Public School to undertake work experience. 

Years later, while studying a Bachelor of Education, Mr Duncan worked in a public sector role aimed at 
facilitating employment opportunities. This experience strengthened his resolve to improve educational 
outcomes for all students. 

"An education that encompasses a variety of views and modalities of learning is so important, not just for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, but everyone,” says Mr Duncan. “It leads to better employment 
outcomes, social outcomes and health outcomes. It’s the basis of a strong society." 
Mr Duncan has been working in the education sector for more than 20 years. He took up an education officer 
role with the Diocese's Schools' Office earlier this year and, in collaboration with staff and students, delivers 
focused educational programs across its network of schools. 

"Schools today are very different to what they were when I was a student 40 years ago," says Mr Duncan. There 
is a sense of optimism in his voice. 

"When I attended school, there were no openly Indigenous educators on staff,” he says. “For a lot of my peers 
that would have been enough for them to think that a career as a teacher wouldn't have been possible, but 
thankfully my mum showed me that with enough hard work and determination you could achieve whatever you 
put your mind to." 

He is buoyed by the Diocese's decision to renew its commitment to employing more Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander staff. 

https://mnnews.today/authors/lizzie-snedden/


"It's important for a couple of reasons,” he says. “Representation of a greater number of cultures from which 
students can learn, and with which they identify, and tangible demonstration of people from minority groups 
taking on leadership roles in our community, create positive role models." 

Diverse staff, Acknowledgement of Country, the presence of Aboriginal artworks and increasingly the use of 
Indigenous language 
are all benchmarks Mr Duncan can readily recall as being critical indicators of the change that has occurred in 
schools in recent years. 

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) acknowledges the current gap in 
learning outcomes between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and their non-Indigenous peers and is 
committed to using every opportunity possible to “close the gap”. 

Mr Duncan is supportive of ACARA's plans to address Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students' ability to 
see their cultures reflected in the curriculum, and endorses the Histories and Cultures cross- curriculum 
prioritised for all students. 

"A cross-curriculum empowers all students to learn empathy, break down stereotypes, celebrate diversity and 
move towards reconciliation,” Mr Duncan says. It also helps debunk myths and broaden students' perception of 
what's possible. 

"I think there was a perception, created years ago during colonisation, that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people are primitive,” he says. “This is simply not the case. We just had a different way of living that suited our 
environment and it was at odds with European values. 

"For instance, we weren't nomads. We were agriculturalists. We knew how to create a sustainable lifestyle, 
which enabled us to thrive in the harsh Australian climate and be the world's oldest continuous living culture." 

His comments about the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander connection to the land are timely, with experts in 
Indigenous fire management assisting the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements. 

"I'm glad the government and lead organisations, including universities, are now seeking to incorporate an 
Aboriginal perspective on a vast number of issues," Mr Duncan says. 

"It's not a matter of our way being right, and practices introduced through colonisation being wrong. It’s about 
having a conversation and sharing our knowledge. Providing all Australians with the opportunity to learn about 
Aboriginal history and culture will aid reconciliation efforts, enable us to grow as a nation and build on thousands 
of years of wisdom. Today's generation of students is learning this from the get-go, which gives me great 
confidence." 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

20th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 15:21-28
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Woman, you have great faith.

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 
Canaanite woman from that district and started 
shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. 
My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he 
answered her not a word. And his disciples 
went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after 
us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman 
had come up and was kneeling at his feet. 
‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 
granted.’ And from that moment her daughter 
was well again.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Is 56:1.6-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act 
with integrity, for soon my salvation will come 
and my integrity be manifest.

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the 
Lord to serve him and to love his name and be 
his servants – all who observe the sabbath, not 
profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I 
will bring to my holy mountain. I will make them 
joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts 
and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, 
for my house will be called a house of prayer for 
all the peoples. 

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4
R.O God, let all the nations praise you!

O God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help.  R.

Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples,
you guide the nations on earth.  R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you hear the cries of all 
 your people:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you have power over 
 all creation:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you see our faith and fill
 our needs:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 may we have faith that your power
 can bring healing to any hurt.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 11:13-15. 29-32
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
The gifts and call of god are irrevocable.

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to 
the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of 
being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my 
own people envious of you, and in this way save 
some of them. Since their rejection meant the 
reconciliation of the world, do you know what 
their admission will mean? Nothing less than 
a resurrection from the dead! God never takes 
back his gifts or revokes his choice.

Just as you changed from being disobedient 
to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their 
disobedience, so those who are disobedient 
now – and only because of the mercy shown to 
you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has 
imprisoned all men in their own disobedience 
only to show mercy to all mankind.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 15:21-28
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Woman, you have great faith.

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 
Canaanite woman from that district and started 
shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. 
My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he 
answered her not a word. And his disciples 
went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after 
us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel.’ But the woman 
had come up and was kneeling at his feet. 
‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from 
their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 
granted.’ And from that moment her daughter 
was well again.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 may we have the courage to pray
 for our needs and the strength
 to accept your answer.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME YEAR A 

SUNDAY 16 AUG 2020 

 

For Families and Households During Social Isolation 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a 
cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you show mercy to all: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you reward those who come to you in faith: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, in you we are reconciled: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God, our helper and friend 

you welcome all people with one embrace 

and include strangers and refugees. 

Help us to offer the hand of Christian friendship,  

especially to those who come from other places. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

Is 56:1.6-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will 

come and my integrity be manifest. 

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name 

and be his servants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my 

covenant – these I will bring to my holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of 

prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house 

will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.  
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4 

(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you! 

1. O God, be gracious and bless us  

and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth 

and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult  

for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, 

you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;  

let all the peoples praise you. 

May God still give us his blessing 

till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)    
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Second Reading 

Rom 11:13-15. 29-32 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am 

proud of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and 

in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the 

world, do you know what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection 

from the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of 

their disobedience, so those who are disobedient now – and only because of the mercy 

shown to you – will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own 

disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 15:21-28 

Woman, you have great faith. 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a 

Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on 

me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his 

disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is 

shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 

Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help 

me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ 

She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their 

master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be 

granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well again. 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

 

Q.  By inference, Jesus describes the Canaanites as ‘dogs’. Who are the ‘dogs’ (the 

unworthy) in today’s society? 

Q.  What motivated this Canaanite woman to approach Jesus, a Jew? 

Q.  In what ways have you ever turned to an unlikely source for help? 

Q.  The woman risked herself on her daughter’s behalf. Who would you risk your 

reputation for? 

Q.  In what way/s does this story challenge you? 
 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 



Page | 6  

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dear friends, with great faith in our hearts, we bring our intentions before the 

Lord.  

 

Reader: That the holy Church will be united in one universal mission for all people. 
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That discrimination based on religion or race will be eradicated.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That people suffering burdens and mental turmoil will find rest in God.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That our parish will welcome migrants and refugees to our community of faith.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That the sick will be healed through Christ, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That those who have died will be blessed with a place in Heaven, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader: Loving God, your son preached the Good News of your kingdom. Hear our 

prayers and help us to deepen our faith as we live in praise of your name. We 

ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
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GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
 

All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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