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We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community  Jenny Douglas  Wed 
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A  
SUNDAY 19TH APRIL 2020 

 
Today we hear about Doubting Thomas, who struggled to believe.  
 
We often struggle to believe the good news, when what we see on TV, is so much death and destruction. We struggle to 
believe in mercy, when there is so much selfish violence.  
 
To be a believer , or just a spiritual person, in todays world, can often be a lonely business. 
We need support. The first Christians supported one another by praying and worshiping 
together, and by a loving service of one another.  
 
Our ministry to one another today, also consists in doing things for one another, 
 travelling together, listening to, and learning from one another. 
 
Today is also called Divine Mercy Sunday. Let us choose to believe in mercy, in new life, in 
the good news. Let us choose to follow Christ .  
 

 

WEEKEND  WORHSHIP: 
Mass will be live streamed this Sunday at 
9.30am from Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Share the link with family and friends, and 
let’s gather online to pray as a community 
in these challenging times. 
This will continue each week while the 
COVID-19 restrictions are in place. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
live-stream/ 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to like to speak with or 
see a priest please contact the parish office 
and leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
KEEPING IN CONTACT 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact 
with our parish community with emails, 
the website and facebook.  
If you are in contact with other members 
of our parish community preferably via the 
phone or web-based communication and 
they may like or may benefit from email 
contact from the parish  please ask them 
to call the parish office. 
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DOMN LIBRARY AND FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 
The Maitland- Newcastle Diocese is presently in the process 
of re-establishing a Diocesan Library and exploring faith 
formation opportunities. The library aims to provide a                  
relevant, accessible and current information service to                  
support the faith and religious dimensions of the dioceses. 
Your response to the questions will be used to help inform 
decisions. 
Complete the survey by using the link at http://
mnnews.today/your-diocese/2020/50860-domn-library-
and-faith-formation-survey/ 
 
TAKIN’ IT TO THE STREET 
As doctors and nurses battle coronavirus on the frontline, 
hundreds of thousands of Australians are facing an equally 
terrifying enemy – widespread unemployment. 
CatholicCare Social Services, Hunter-Manning director,               
Gary Christensen, says the endless queues outside                         
Centrelink offices in recent weeks highlight the fact that 
unemployment is likely to get worse before it gets better, 
leading to “enormous” pressure on family cohesion, social 
services and community housing. “The coronavirus (COVID-
19) pandemic has led to record numbers of unemployment 
with no sign of that changing for some time,” he said. 
For the full story go to: http://mnnews.today/aurora/april-
2020/50805-takin-it-to-the-street/ 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
When we cannot receive the Eucharist we can make a                    
spiritual communion. A recommended way to do this is to 
spend some time in prayer, reflecting on the Mass readings 
and then reciting this prayer written by St. Alphonsus                   
Liguori: 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite my-
self wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
THANKYOU 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to take up the option to                  
donate to the 1st and 2nd Collection and planned giving   by 
using  electronic funds bank transfer, or direct debit, as well 
as sending in cheques. If anyone would like to take up the 
options of  direct bank deposits, electronic funds transfer 
payments or  direct debit payments please contact the              
parish office and we will be able to supply our bank account 
details or a direct debit authority form.   
Or you can  use online payments and go to:                               
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/  
or the click on the Parish Payments link on the Parish                
Website under Diocese Links.  
 
APRIL AURORA 
Is available online at : http://mnnews.today/aurora/april-
2020/  

 
 
 

THANKYOU FROM ALL AT CARITAS AUSTRALIA! 
Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion 
2020 Lenten appeal, as we demonstrate how love and                             
compassion for our global community can transform lives. You 
will be helping to empower the world’s most vulnerable                           
communities to grow stronger and share their strengths with 
their communities to lift themselves out of poverty.  
Donations can still be made online at www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion, or by phoning  1800 024 413 or by                              
Electronic Funds Transfer: Account Name: Caritas Australia               
BSB 062217 Account Number 10072446  
Reference Morisset 34998 
*If you have a project compassion box or envelope that you 
would like to drop off please contact the parish office to              
arrange a time. Or you can take them to a Commonwealth 
Bank Branch and have them deposited into the bank account 
details above. If you are needing a tax receipt and you are 
making a deposit through a Commonwealth bank branch or 
Electronic Funds transfer you need to send a copy of the                 
receipt via email or post to the parish office by 15th May, this 
will also be the last day the parish office will be accepting              
boxes and envelopes. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign 
of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 
with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
BE PRESENT TO OTHERS IN THE REAL AND VIRTUAL WORLDS 
The speed and brevity of communication on social media 
platforms can be open to misinterpretation and a superficiality 
that makes others feel that they have not been truly heard or 
accepted. Similarly, excessive time spent on social media can 
deprive families and friends of your ‘real’ presence in their lives.  
• Limit the time you spend on devices. 
• Take a ‘digital detox’ for your health and wellbeing. Times of 
abstinence and reflection fit well with the Seasons of Lent and 
Advent. 
• Establish device free times in your household, for example at 
meal times. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
MAKE YOUR ONLINE PRESENCE ONE OF DIGNITY AND               
RESPECT 
We must always remember that each person we                                     
communicate with on social media is a real person – made in 
the image and likeness of God.  
• Be careful not to access or post anything that is                                
demeaning, inappropriate or exploitative. Do not be                            
dismissive, judgemental or aggressive in your conversation. 
• Read Pope Francis’ World Communications Day messages, 
which show us how the online world can help foster human 
dignity: http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
messages/communications.index.html  
• Access the book by Beth Doherty, Tweet others as you 
would wish to be tweeted, at the Bishops’ online store: 
http://www.catholic.org.au/shop/acbc-shop  
 
MAKING IT REAL ART COMPETITION 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement 
Making it real: Genuine human encounter in our digital 
world, affirms the positive possibilities for encounter and 
solidarity offered by new digital media, while warning of 
those elements of our digital world that may be harmful. The 
Statement points out that we are called not just to be inhab-
itants of this new digital world, but active citizens shaping it.  
Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes in 
the Social Justice Statement. Works must be on A3 paper, 
with a 150-word artist statement accompanying the work. 
Entries close Friday 14 August. Exhibition date is Saturday 29 
August at San Clemente High School, Mayfield. $150 prize for 
each category (Stage 3,4,5,6 and adult). Contact 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au for more information.  
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  

LAP 
In this challenging time of Covid -19                  
adaptations need to be made.  This includes a 
new approach when all normal church                   

services are cancelled and the annual appeal to help as 
new volunteers with the school’s Learning Awareness                      
Programme [LAP] is made.  So, please see this bulletin            
notice as a direct appeal from the LAP volunteers of 2019 
to you all as parishioners of St John Vianney Parish! 
LAP only works if there are volunteers available.                         
So parents, grandparents, carers and / or guardians, would 
you consider helping students on a one-to-one basis for 
Terms Two and Term Three at St John Vianney School this 
year?  You may wish to talk with a staff member known to 
you at the School or ring on 4959 1355 to speak with                      
Margaret McLeod rsm, LAP Co-ordinator, for more                          
information.  
Given the current speed of change to which we are all 
adapting in our world at the moment, LAP may need to be 
‘placed on hold’ but that is a decision for another day!  So 
please seriously consider this invitation to consider                 
becoming a LAP volunteer during 2020.  
 
RESTRICTIONS ON GATHERINGS 
On advice given to parishes by the Diocese Vicar General            
Andrew Doohan the Callinan Centre is now closed for all 
meetings and all groups. This applies regardless of              
whether the members of the groups or teams might have 
a 'reasonable excuse' to leave their place of residence 

We recommend using Web-based meeting platforms such 
as Facetime or Zoom for groups and teams to keep in 
touch.  

We also ask that there be no unannounced visits to the 
parish office so we ensure that we are following the new 
restrictions on gatherings. Please call ahead and make an 
appointment if you need to come in. 
 
CHRISM MASS 2020 
The Bishop has taken the decision to defer the celebration 
of the Chrism Mass for 2020 to a time to be determined 
after the COVID-19 situation has resolved itself in one way 
or another. We look forward to the opportunity to                 
celebrate together once more. 
Once a date is available - when the COVID-19 situation has 
rectified itself- we will communicate the date well in             
advance so that the rescheduled Chrism Mass can be a 
worthy celebration. 
 
MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION  
Do you know someone who is getting married or someone 
in a relationship who would like to know more about how 
to create strong, stable relationships? 
CatholicCare Social Services Hunter Manning offers pre 
and post marriage and relationship education workshops 
and individual sessions that explore the research around 
intentional connected relationships. They have the aim of 
supporting couples to build and maintain ‘relationship 
satisfied’ partnerships.  
Online workshops will be run soon. Go to 
www.catholiccare.org.au. 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
ANZAC DAY— 25th April 
SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE— 14th May 
PENTECOST SUNDAY— 31st May 
MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH— 1st June 
SAINT CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS—3rd June 
SAINT BONIFACE, BISHOP AND MARTYR—5th June 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Les Fowler, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett, 
Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
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2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER- 2020 – Uta France 
 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.  
For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 
For those whose sins you retain, they are retained.” 
 
This has often been used to hit us over the head in “Fist Thumping” retreats when I was a child. 
I was reading a commentary by Sr Mary M McGlone on this Sunday’s readings and she gave me  
another slant. 
She quotes from Sr Sandra Schneiders’ book “Jesus Risen in Our Midst”.  Sr Sandra points out that 
we are accustomed to the translation above.  She also states that this has been misinterpreted by 
adding a word which is not found in the original Greek. 
Jesus commissioned his Disciples to forgive sins, but when he talked about “retaining” or “holding 
on”, the word “sin” is not in the phrase.  This can be read as Jesus commissioning them to forgive 
sins, but, to retain or hold onto people, not their past sins.  As Schneiders suggests that, to retain 
the sin of another is to cling to the sin and reject the sinner - this hardly seems to be the mission of 
Jesus. 
 
In this Gospel from John we hear of two times Jesus appeared to the disciples after his                                
resurrection.  Unlike the “Last Supper” where Jesus spoke at length- teaching them. In both these 
times he was sparing with words. 
According to John, he greeted them with peace. 
The disciples were in a locked room, terrified that they would be sought for next.  Jesus their leader 
had been killed and they were sure that this was awaiting them too. 
 
When Jesus appeared, he did not come in a flashy way with bells and whistles, he quietly appeared 
in their midst and offered them peace.  All he did was show them his hands and feet, identifying 
himself as the one who had been crucified, and, risen.  He then wished them peace again, and gave 
them the grace to “Forgive”. 
In essence he said- “Forgive. You have the power.  You have the necessary grace.  Forgive.” 
 
Thomas was not there at the time.  After everything that happened on the previous week, is it                  
really so strange that he did not believe the other disciples?  He has been named the “doubting 
Thomas” as if that made him less than the others. 
 
When Jesus came the second time, he called Thomas forward and showed him his hands, feet and 
side.  Then Thomas made an incredible leap of faith that the others had not gotten their heads 
around. 
Thomas said “My Lord and my God.”  This most extraordinary statement of belief doesn’t appear in 
any of the other Gospels. This statement brings us something even more astounding. 
Jesus said to Thomas; “You believe because you have seen me.  Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.”   That’s us! 
 
Jesus’ words in the gospel are meant for people like us, living today.  We are not like Thomas and 
the disciples who were blessed to see the Risen Lord’s face and so be convinced of his rising. 
The gospel recognises that to believe in the resurrection without that physical, personal encounter 
with Jesus is to be celebrated even more. 
Happy are we, blessed are we, especially when we have not seen and yet still believe! 


