
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

NINETEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST 2020 

 
In todays Gospel we hear that when the Apostles are caught in high winds and rough seas, Jesus calms their fears and 
brings them peace. 
 
Taken in a literal sense, the story of Peter attempting to walk on water, may not be relevant to us. But taken 
symbolically it has a great relevance for us. ‘Walking on water is a symbol of something that  is impossible to unaided 
human beings. There can be many situations in which we feel weak and powerless. 
 
At some time or other, every disciple of Jesus is faced with trying circumstances, great 
sorrows, and temptations. At those times it is as if we are being asked to walk on water. 
It is comforting for us to see that the apostles and early Christians were weak and  at 
times fearful just like us. 
 
Peter represents the typical disciple who is caught between faith and doubt. Modern life 
with its emphasis on security and distrust of the unknown, doesn’t make faith easy.  
Faith doesn’t save us from trials and tribulations.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Saturday  8th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   9th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  11th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Saturday  15th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Sunday   16th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  18th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Due to the 4 square metre rule capacity 
limits no walk ins can be accepted to                   
register for services please call the Parish 
Office on 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm 
Mon to Fri by Thursday 2pm for Sunday 
Mass  and by Monday 1pm for Tuesday 
Mass. As we need to ask health, travel and              
contact questions we need everyone to 
call each week.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who 
are not online but would still like a bulletin 
please ask them to call the parish office. 

 



RESIGNATION OF DAPHNE PETERSON FROM PARISH                      
LEADERSHIP TEAM:  
It is with deep regret that we, the Parish Leadership Team, 
acknowledge the resignation of Daphne from our Team.  
Daphne has been a part of our Team since the beginning and 
has weathered many storms and changes with us.  Her                      
contribution, especially in the Foundation of Prayer and                   
Worship, and Formation, has been enormous.  We thank her 
for her work and commitment and acknowledge that her life 
now has other priorities.  We wish Daphne the very best in all 
her future endeavours.  
 
THANK YOU TO OUR PARISH COMMUNITY 
Fellow parishioners, 
I want to thank each of you for your trust and support over 
the past 8 years of my membership of the Parish Leadership 
Team at St John Vianney. 
For a number of personal and family reasons, and after much 
consideration, prayer and discernment, I have made the deci-
sion to withdraw from the PLT.  
It is my firm hope that there will be someone who will             
answer the call to leadership and I ask that you join me in 
prayer that the Spirit will lead someone to take up the                          
challenge to join the PLT. 
It will be a blessing to continue as an active parishioner of SJV 
and - just as everyone is - I look forward to the day when re-
strictions are lifted and we can gather in community fully.   
In the meantime, I thank John, Uta, Juliet and of course                     
Rosanna for their continuing dedication in organising this 
"new Normal" of church that we are experiencing. 
Please pray for me and my family as I pray for you. 
Once again thank you and blessings 
Daphne Peterson 
 
VIDEOS OF OUR COMMUNITY MASSES AND LITURGIES 
We will be recording  our parish Masses and uploading them 
to the parish website generally the day after i.e. Sunday Mass 
will be uploaded on Monday. They can be viewed at     
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/mass-videos  and 
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/liturgy-videos  

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 2020 
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on 30 August. This year, 
the Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement is titled: To 
Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today. The 
COVID-19 pandemic is affecting the mental health of many 
members of our parishes, schools and communities.                 
Understanding mental health will help us to be aware of 
those who need our support. The Bishops invite us all to                  
reject stigmatisation, to work for the transformation of so-
cial determinants of mental ill-health, and to call for policies 
and service provision that meets the needs of the poorest 
and most marginalised members of our community. Down-
load the Statement at http://bit.ly/SocialJustice_2020.  
 
COURSE 2: SAFEGUARDING TRAINING IN PARISHES 
Who is this for:  If you are a paid or unpaid worker of the                   
parish and have never attended any Safeguarding training 
(formerly Child Protection training) or last attended more 
than 6 years ago, this is for you. If you have attended child 
protection training a few years ago and want a refresher, 
you are also welcome to attend. 
How do I register:  Registrations are made via Rebecca                      
Mahony, Learning & Development Officer, Human Resources 
on 4979 1322 or email HR-Training@mn.catholic.org.au. 
If I have a question:  For any further information about the 
course or questions in relation to your participation, or to 
check on your attendance history, please call the Office of 
Safeguarding directly on 4979 1390 or email at                              
oosgtraining@mn.catholic.org.au. 
This training will be delivered in a COVID-safe way,                          
attendance is restricted to 10 people per session, social              
distancing will be maintained and people will be asked nor-
mal screening questions to check their wellbeing and poten-
tial exposure to the virus.  For more information on what                            
precautions will be in place, please go to Office of                            
Safeguarding COVID-19 web page. 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Foo M Shamley 

PSALMIST: 9.30 M Clipsham J Shamley 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey J France 

AV: 9.30 J France T Alexander 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

J Hutchins 
M Foo 

HOST: 9.30 J Hutchins J Douglas 

USHERS: 9.30 K Lendon 
G Hutchinson 

R Hay 
T Alexander 

CLEANERS: 9.30 M McFarlane M McFarlane 

COURSE 2: SAFEGUARDING IN PARISHES: 

Date Time Venue 
Monday, 
17/08/2020 10am-2pm 

Toohey Room, 841 Hunter St 
Newcastle West 

Saturday, 
29/08/2020 10am-2pm 

Toohey Room, 841 Hunter St 
Newcastle West 

Tuesday, 
01/09/2020 

10.30am-
2.30pm Parish Office, Singleton 

Thursday, 
3/09/2020 10am-2pm Mackillop Hall, Charlestown 
Saturday, 
12/09/2020 9am-1pm Mackillop Hall, Charlestown 
Saturday, 
12/09/2020 12pm-4pm 

Disney Room, CatholicCare, 
Cardiff 

Monday, 
14/09/2020 10am-2pm 

St Brigid's School Hall,  
Raymond Terrace 

Thursday, 
24/09/2020 10am-2pm 

Callinan Room,  
Morisset Parish 

Monday, 
5/10/2020 9am-1pm Parish Hall, Dungog 
Tuesday, 
13/10/2020 

9.30am-
1.30pm Therry Centre, East Maitland 

Saturday, 
17/10/2020 

9.30am-
1.30pm Therry Centre, East Maitland 

Friday, 
23/10/2020 10am-2pm St Mary's Church Hall, Taree 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
HEALTH ADVICE UPDATE ON MASKS 
The NSW Government is strongly encouraging greater use of 
masks in high-risk public settings to help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 
The advice from the NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant 
specifically recommends: 

• the use of face masks in indoor settings where               
physical distancing is hard to maintain, such as on 
public transport or in supermarkets 

• the use of face masks (where practical) in indoor 
settings with a higher risk of transmission, such as for 
the staff of hospitality and customer-facing venues i.e. 
cafes, restaurants, pubs and clubs 

• during attendance at places of worship. 
Wearing a mask in any of these settings is not mandatory but 
is highly recommended, especially in areas where there has 
been community transmission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 15 AUGUST 
Next Saturday 15 August is the Feast of the Assumption. To 
help celebrate this most important feast day, Mass will be 
celebrated in the Morisset Church at 9.30am. Please register 
with the Parish Office 9am-2pm by Thursday 13 August. 
With the feast of the Assumption, we celebrate the                      
glorification of Mary. Since she shared the life, passion, and 
death of Jesus on earth, it is fitting that she should share his 
glory in heaven. But we must not think that everything was 
easy for her. The opposite would be nearer the truth. She 
too had to live her life in darkness of faith. For her there 
were no short cuts. She not only had to hear the word of 
God but do it. 
Mary who is our spiritual mother, will help us in moments of 
discouragement and failure. Just because she is in heaven 
does not mean that she cannot help us here on earth. It is 
precisely because of where she is now, with God, that she 
can help us. 
 
HELLO HUNTER  
Hello Hunter helps people who are feeling isolated, lonely or 
anxious. Volunteers are available to make a friendly call,     
deliver essentials, assist in finding specialised help or on      
request pray with the person. 
Hello Hunter has a call centre, which takes requests for                 
assistance, then neighbourhood hubs mobilise their                           
volunteers. Hubs are formed according to suburb and                     
postcode. The goal is to have the person in need assisted by 
their nearest neighbour. 
Hello Hunter are now looking for hub leaders and                                   
volunteers. Volunteers need to submit a form, validated by 
their local parish priest or parish leader.  
Go to hellohunter.org.au for more information.  
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
AUGUST AURORA 
Is available on line at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-
events/aurora/ , there are also copies as you enter the 
Church . 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS— MARY MACKILLOP— 8TH AUGUST 
SAINT LAWRENCE— 10TH AUGUST 
SAINT CLARE— 11TH AUGUST 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 15TH AUGUST 
SAINT BERNARD— 20TH AUGUST 
SAINT PIUS X— 21ST AUGUST 
QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 22ND AUGUST 
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW— 24TH AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Monica Gray, June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello,                        
Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello,                            
Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Ted Nowak. 



HOMILY FOR NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 2020 

I have a deeply spiritual friend who sees that the sacred and the secular complement each other. In fact, he sees 

them as connected in many ways. He would say that many people have an implicit faith in God, a belief that comes 

from deep within them as they look at what seems really true and good to them, but which does not depend on 

their using explicit traditional approaches, beliefs, rituals, etc.  

In support of that view, I was very impressed on Thursday when I watched a video involving University of              

Newcastle lecturers and students about Looking Ahead. The speakers shared some thoughts about dealing with the 

pandemic, pointing out the need to move from individualism to developing relationships to promote the common 

good; and to help people face the mental and other problems caused by the pandemic.  

In that excellent video there was not one direct reference to spirituality, to God, to Jesus, or to the church. Yet, I 

found that the speakers were very much sharing what I would call deeply Christian and spiritual values, ones that I 

and other believers would definitely agree with. For me this video is direct evidence that people of good will are in 

some way connecting with the mystery of God’s presence in our world, even though they may not see it that way. 

Let us now look at today’s first reading. The context is that the pagan Jezebel had established worship sites to 

her pagan god, Baal. Elijah had successfully confronted the priests of Baal, and then executed them, which enraged 

Jezebel. He had to flee for his life, feeling like a failure and doubting God’s presence and support in his mission. We 

find him, after a long desert journey, on a mountain, where he experienced a mighty wind, an earthquake and a 

fire, none of which gave him a sense of God’s presence. Suddenly within the cave in which he was sheltering, he 

experienced God’s presence in the sound of a gentle breeze, or as some translators say in “the voice of silence.” 

Elijah experiences God in silence. Put another way, we might say that he experienced God in emptiness, in dark-

ness. 

In the current pandemic crisis, often people feel that they are in despair, in darkness, and are looking for some 

way forward. I would say that the one who will come to their aid, often not immediately, is the God of love in 

whose presence I put my trust. Where might these people find a sense of such a presence? I believe that there are 

glimpses of the goodness and love of God all around us, but often people don’t see them. At this time, I see those 

glimpses in the medical staff, many politicians, the transport drivers, the workers in food stores, and the speakers 

on the video I mentioned previously.  

What does all this mean for us? As people of faith we are invited to live the kind of life that Jesus promoted, 

particularly caring for those who are in need. Also let us look at the way many good people are reaching out to          

others, believing that while they may not have an explicit faith in God, they are responding to the presence within 

them of the God of love. Can we join them in reaching out to the stranger believing that in every human being, 

and, in fact, in everything, there resides the God of love? Like Elijah, can we hear the voice of silence? 

 

Geoff Mulhearn & Others, 9 August 2020 

Focus: “And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze.” 

Function: That members of the Congregation will leave challenged to see the mysterious presence of God in 

everyone and everything, and to see whether they can sense that presence of God acting in people of good will 

who work in caring ways for the common good, even though these people do not have an explicit faith in Him. 



 
Explore ALPHA online 

You may have heard of ALPHA before but wondered what it is all about. 

ALPHA is a series of interactive sessions that creates a space for 

conversation about faith, life and God. 

ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED JULY 21, 2020 

Brendon Mannyx, Parish Leader at St Joseph's Parish Toronto, reflects on his experience with 
ALPHA. 

“I first encountered ALPHA when I was living and working in Malta. Two friends and I were 
working as English teachers and our students came from all over the world. They often had 
questions about the Christian faith and ALPHA provided the perfect context for asking questions. 
Soon we were inviting students of all different cultural and faith backgrounds to come and enjoy a 
meal, watch a video and take part in discussion. And practise English of course! 

More recently, we have offered the ALPHA course at St Joseph’s, Toronto. The setup is still the 
same. We invite people to share a meal, to watch a video and discuss. No questions are off 
limits. It is a space for people to explore faith, life and meaning. ALPHA helps communities 
practise an intentionally invitational culture. Hospitality is a key feature of ALPHA. 

For me, the great joy of ALPHA is seeing people discover a relationship with Jesus. On every 
course, I get excited to see God working in people’s lives. It is something wonderful to share with 
others in the community too. Our faith increases as we see God working. We get to witness 
answered prayers and heart conversions. It is really exciting stuff! 

ALPHA has been around for a long time. I sometimes come across people who’ve tried it before 
and didn’t like it or dismiss ALPHA as something ‘non-Catholic.’ The current ALPHA video series 
is a stunning visual production that is truly ecumenical in its approach. It also contains 
testimonies from the Catholic experience, most noticeably Fr Raniero Cantalamessa, the papal 
household preacher to the last three popes. ALPHA now comes with a range of resources for 

http://mnnews.today/authors/rosemary-mcallister/


doing the course ‘in a Catholic context.’ Anyone familiar with Fr James Mallon’s work, Divine 
Renovation, would know that ALPHA is now a key evangelisation tool for parish renewal. 

I still get excited about ALPHA. I get excited because it is a really simple way to invite people to 
come and experience our community. It is a way to open our doors to a whole variety of people. 
We get to know them. We get to share good food and good conversation with them. Friendships 
are made. Faith is shared. Lives are changed. Why wouldn’t we get excited?” 

  

During COVID-19 the world has had to reimagine what coming together may look like. The 
Pastoral Placement Participants (PPP) took the opportunity to explore ALPHA online. 

Max Noble a PPP reflects on the ALPHA YOUTH sessions. 

“I have thoroughly enjoyed the insightful nature of the ALPHA course, it has given me a new 
perspective on the way I live my life as a Catholic. It provided the opportunity to talk with like-
minded people wanting to gain a fresh and deeper understanding of what it truly means to be 
Catholic and learn something new. Watching the YOUTH version of ALPHA is something that I 
have never seen before, and it is presented in such a way that is enriching and easy to 
understand.  The questions presented in the sessions made us think but were open to 
interpretation which is a good thing to see. It provided us with the opportunity to speak our mind, 
the sessions were delivered in such a way that every answer was supported, and no answer was 
the wrong answer”. 

Would you like to learn more about Alpha online? 

We are holding a Explore Alpha Online just for the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese on Thursday 13 
August at 7:00pm. 

This is a one-hour session for those who may have not run an Alpha yet or recently. The 
presenter will answer questions like, What is Alpha? How can I use it, especially online? You will 
be shown updated resources for the Catholic context and how they can be used by your church 
for ministry both inside your church and into your community. 
 
 

EXPLORE Alpha Online in the Catholic Context 

Thursday 13th August 

7.00pm (AEST) 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctfuChqTwuEtD4Jd50EhM9Rook4v4z2J6V
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

19th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 14:22-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Command me to come to you over the water.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and 
go on ahead to the other side while he would 
send the crowds away. After sending the crowds 
away he went up into the hills by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
while the boat, by now far out on the lake, was 
battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-
wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went 
towards them, walking on the lake, and when 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake they 
were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried 
out in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them, 
saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was 
Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, 
tell me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ 
said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and 
started walking towards Jesus across the water, 
but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he 
took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ 
he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and 
held him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did 
you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the 
wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of 
God.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   1 Kgs 19:9.11-13
A reading from the first book of the Kings
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God.

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of 
God, he went into the cave and spent the night 
in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on 
the mountain before the Lord.’ Then the Lord 
himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so 
strong it tore the mountains and shattered the 
rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in 
the wind. After the wind came an earthquake. 
But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was not in 
the fire. And after the fire there came the sound 
of a gentle breeze. And when Elijah heard this, 
he covered his face with his cloak and went out 
and stood at the entrance of the cave.

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,
        and grant us your salvation.

I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land.  R.

Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you walked toward the 
 disciples across the water:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you called to Peter in 
 his fear:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, though our faith is weak
 you save us:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 through acts of power
 you revealed to the disciples
 your unity with the father.
 May we have faith to stand
 and not drown.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 9:1-5
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people.

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it 
in union with Christ – it is the truth – my 
conscience in union with the Holy Spirit assures 
me of it too. What I want to say is this: my sorrow 
is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I 
would willingly be condemned and be cut off 
from Christ if it could help my brothers of Israel, 
my own flesh and blood. They were adopted 
as sons, they were given the glory and the 
covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up 
for them, and the promises were made to them. 
They are descended from the patriarchs and 
from their flesh and blood came Christ who is 
above all, God for ever blessed! Amen.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 14:22-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Command me to come to you over the water.

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and 
go on ahead to the other side while he would 
send the crowds away. After sending the crowds 
away he went up into the hills by himself to 
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
while the boat, by now far out on the lake, was 
battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-
wind. In the fourth watch of the night he went 
towards them, walking on the lake, and when 
the disciples saw him walking on the lake they 
were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried 
out in fear. But at once Jesus called out to them, 
saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was 
Peter who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, 
tell me to come to you across the water.’ ‘Come’ 
said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and 
started walking towards Jesus across the water, 
but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he 
took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ 
he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and 
held him. ‘Man of little faith,’ he said ‘why did 
you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the 
wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down 
before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of 
God.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 our faith is weak
 and your power is great.
 By your power may we be saved.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Sunday 09 Aug 2020 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a 
cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 

Opening Rite 
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LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you show us mercy and love: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you give us courage when we are afraid: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, in you justice and peace have embraced: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Mighty God 

your outstretched arm 

commands the wind and the seas 

and strengthens all who have faith in you. 

Reach out to us when we are afraid. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, 

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

1 Kgs 19:9.11-13 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 
Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord God. 

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went into the cave and spent the 

night in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ Then 

the Lord himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it tore the mountains and 

shattered the rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind 

came an earthquake. But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came 

a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle 

breeze. And when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 

(R.)  Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

and grant us your salvation. 

 

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,  

a voice that speaks of peace. 

His help is near for those who fear him 

and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 

 

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;  

justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 

 

3. The Lord will make us prosper  

and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

and peace shall follow his steps. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Rom 9:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
I would willingly be condemned if it could help my people. 

What I want to say is no pretence; I say it in union with Christ – it is the truth – my 

conscience in union with the Holy Spirit assures me of it too. What I want to say is this: 

my sorrow is so great, my mental anguish so endless, I would willingly be condemned and 

be cut off from Christ if it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They 

were adopted as sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; the Law and the 

ritual were drawn up for them, and the promises were made to them. They are 

descended from the patriarchs and from their flesh and blood came Christ who is above 

all, God for ever blessed! Amen. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to N. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mt 14:22-33 

Command me to come to you over the water. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he 

would send the crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far out 

on the lake, was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch 

of the night he went towards them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw him 

walking on the lake they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But 

at once Jesus called out to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter 

who answered. ‘Lord,’ he said ‘if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.’ 

‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of the boat and started walking towards Jesus 

across the water, but as soon as he felt the force of the wind, he took fright and began to 

sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his hand at once and held him. ‘Man of little 

faith,’ he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got into the boat the wind dropped. The 

men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘Truly, you are the Son of God.’ 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. In what way would the command to walk on water have been a confirmation of Jesus’ 

identity for Peter? 

Q. How do you imagine the other disciples reacted to Peter stepping out of the boat? 

Q. In what ways would describing the message of this story as ‘have faith’ be inadequate? 

Q. When have you ever felt separated from Jesus as the disciples were when the storm 

engulfed them? 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dear friends, with faith in the love of Christ, we bring our prayers before the 

Lord.  

Reader: That as the successor of St Peter, our Holy Father Pope N. will lead God’s house 

on earth in truth.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who suffer from phobia or terror will be rewarded with courage from 

Christ.   

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That nations and races will no longer be divided by war and violence.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will have the courage to live in Christ when we are 

victims of injustice.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will be shown mercy and love, especially N.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who have died will dwell forever in the Kingdom of God, especially N.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Loving God, you give us courage through the words of Jesus. Hear our prayers 

and help us to not be afraid, but to live out our lives in faith. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  

 

All: Amen. 
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GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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