
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

FIFTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 12TH JULY 2020 

Today we hear Jesus telling us another parable. It is the one about the seed sown in different kinds of soil and what 
happens to it. 

 It is a parable many of us have heard so often and know so well, that we may cease to listen , a common temptation of 
longtime believers.  

When Jesus shared the parable of the sower and the various “welcomes” given to the seed he sowed, he was 
acknowledging that there would be a variety of responses to the word he preached, and when his disciples continued his 
ministry, they should be prepared for varied responses and not become discouraged.  

The seed is the word of God; the four kinds of soil are four kinds of people. There are those who never accept the word; 
those who believe for a while but fall away because hardship; those who believe, but in whom the 
word is choked by worldly anxiety and the lure of riches and those who respond to the word and 
produce fruit abundantly. 

Jesus’ original purpose in sharing the parable of the sower was, as it was with all the parables, 
to proclaim the kingdom of God. In describing the obstacles to growth , Jesus knowingly admitted 
that there would be difficulties and even resistance to the coming reign.  

This parable is a challenge to us, as it was to the crowds who gathered at the seashore to listen 
to Jesus, to decide what type of soil defines us. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   12th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  14th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   19th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  21th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Due to the 4 square metre rule capacity 
limits no walk ins can be accepted to                   
register for services please call the Parish 
Office on 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm 
Mon to Fri by Thursday 2pm for Sunday 
Mass  and by Monday 12pm for Tuesday 
Mass. As we need to ask health, travel and              
contact questions we cannot accept 
emails. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who 
are not online but would still like a bulletin 
please ask them to call the parish office. 
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HOMILY FOR FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 2020 

I have a very good friend whose wife contracted cancer many years ago. They 

both prayed as much as they could that she would be healed. My friend was very 

caring and loving towards her during her illness. However, they both suffered very 

greatly at that time, and then she died.  

Speaking of suffering, the coronavirus epidemic is a good example, and many 

people are praying that it will disappear, but we know that it is still causing suffering 

and death. Yesterday I heard of businesspeople in Melbourne in tears because they 

have had to shut down their businesses again and they fear that their businesses will 

not survive. In the face of this crisis we know that scientists are looking for a vaccine, 

and that politicians and medical officers are doing their best to keep us all safe. 

However, where is God in these times of suffering? Why does God not come to 

our aid? In our first reading today we hear that just as rain and snow water the earth 

and give it growth and life, so what comes from the mouth of God will not return 

empty to God, but will succeed in what it was sent to do. In reality, there are so many 

occasions when God seems not to respond, where God seems to be a weak force, 

rather than the almighty, all knowing, all powerful presence we have been taught to 

believe in.  

There is so much suffering in the created world in which we all live. Our 

second reading today does recognise that this is the case when it states: “From the 

beginning till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act 

of giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the 

Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.” Most of us 
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could identify with the idea that we often find ourselves groaning with the pain of the 

human condition, and that we suffer pain even though we turn to God to set us free.  

Apart from people of faith who go through such painful times, there are many 

people who do not believe in God, and there are many others who find it difficult to 

believe in a God of almighty power who works miracles, and will come to their aid 

when life gets tough. If we ourselves think about Jesus, we see that God did not help 

him escape the suffering of the cross. As Jesus said in his pain on the cross: “My 

God, my God, why have you deserted me? 

So, in a sense God seems to be weak, but yet we put our trust in him. As St 

Paul says: “the weakness of God is stronger than humans are.” We pray to God, trust 

in him, believing that he will eventually help us, hoping at a deep level that he is with 

us, even though on many occasions it seems that God does not seem to be present.  

I think of God as a Sustaining Presence, a presence of Unconditional Love. I 

put my faith in that presence and hope that it will be with me as I face the 

unavoidable challenges that life brings up. I believe that I am in the mysterious 

presence of a God of unconditional love. I do my best with the help of that presence 

to love all those I meet and all those in need with as much unconditional love as I can 

show. So, in this time of uncertainty what idea do we have of God? 

 

Geoff Mulhearn & Others, 12 July 2020 

Focus: “.., we too groan inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free.” 

Function: That members of the Congregation will leave challenged to reflect on the 

way that God works in their world where God often seems to be absent, to be weak, 

and to fail to come to their aid whenever they pray to God. Hopefully, they will think 

at a deeper level about the way that God works in their lives and in the life of the 

world as an unconditional loving presence. 



DEACONATE ORDINATION OF SOLOMON OKOVIDO 
Bishop Bill will be ordaining Solomon Okovido to the Order of 
the Diaconate on the 15th of August 2020, the Solemnity of 
the Assumption. The location of his ordination will be             
announced soon but please place this date in your diary so 
you can support Solomon. There will be restrictions on                    
numbers so unfortunately, not all will be able to attend. Many 
of you will know Solomon from his time in our Parishes while 
he has been studying at the Seminary. Please continue to pray 
for Solomon as he prepares for his Ordination and for his new 
Ministry. 
 
COVID SAFE CONDITIONS OF ENTRY FOR SERVICES HELD IN 
OUR CHURCHES AND CALLINAN CENTRE 
As part of the government requirements for our churches and 
buildings to open we need to have conditions of entry that 
meet the COVID-19 Safety Plan for places of worship. Please 
find below the conditions of entry for our churches and                 
Callinan Centre.  

• No Walks ins Contact the Parish Office to Register 

• Confirm contact details upon entry 

• Do not enter if you are UNWELL or  have been in           
contact with anyone who is UNWELL 

• You will need to sanitise your hands upon Entry, Exit 
and when instructed to 

• Practice social distancing measures and maintain a                  
distance of 1.5m between you and another person  

• Our Capacities for: Morisset Church is 40, Cooranbong 
Church is 18, and the Callinan Centre is 10 

• No Singing or Chanting 

• Please cough or sneeze into a bended elbow or tissue 
and then bin the tissue. 

• We recommend that you download the COVIDSafe 
APP. 

 
CLIMATE PASTORAL CARE CONFERENCE: CHRISTIAN                
TRAINING IN CARE, COMMUNICATION & ACTION   
Don't forget to register now for this year's must-attend                 
conference on climate and the church (30 July - 1 August) 
online via ZOOM: https://www.unitingearth.org.au/climate-
conference/ 
Learn about climate anxiety, grief and mental health issues, 
and how we can provide best practice pastoral care for                   
people in our churches and communities who are struggling. 
Learn how to communicate climate messages from                               
Dr Rebecca Huntley, one of Australia's most experienced and 
respected social researchers. And learn how your church can 
take action on climate change together. 
This year the conference is even more accessible - available 
entirely online on the Thursday evening, Friday afternoon and 
Saturday morning. Join us to learn, discuss, and share your 
wisdom. 
N.B. Cost is $30 for the full 3 sessions. 
The full program and registration link can be found 
here: https://www.unitingearth.org.au/climate-conference/   
 
MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION  
CatholicCare Social Services Hunter Manning offers pre and 
post marriage and relationship education workshops and            
individual sessions that explore the research around                               
intentional connected relationships. Go to 
www.catholiccare.org.au  

WE MUST PROTECT THE PERSONAL DATA OF CITIZENS 
There is a growing awareness that personal data is subject 
to corporate surveillance and misuse. Research shows nine 
out of ten Australians using digital platforms like Facebook 
and Google want to know with whom their information is 
being shared. They want the platforms to be open about 
how they use data and to have the ability to opt out of               
having certain information collected. 
Join the growing call for regulation of platform data                        
gathering which increases notification and consumer                    
consent requirements, with external audits and penalties for 
breaches of privacy. 
Find out more about the Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner:   
https://www.oaic.gov.au/about-us/contact-us 
Make sure your school, parish or church organisation                    
complies with the Australian Privacy Principles. 
 
PANDEMIC EXPOSES A DISCONNECT 
COVID-19 has brought new life to well-worn tales from the 
Bible. SALLY CLOKE PUBLISHED JULY 01, 2020 
You don’t have to be a believer to find resonance in the 
Easter story of being trapped in a tomb waiting for the stone 
to be rolled away. Or of Passover: families sheltering in place 
as a plague of death descends.  
But another biblical motif or metaphor may prove more 
fruitful — the apocalypse — but not as we know it. The word 
“apocalypse” derives from the 
Greek apokalupto, which means “unveiling” or “revelation”. 
This etymology is preserved in the title of the last book of 
the New Testament, commonly called in English The                         
Revelation of John — or simply Revelation — but in the               
original Greek is literally The Apocalypse. And while this text 
describes plagues, extinctions and other disasters up to and 
including Armageddon itself — these events are not what 
gives the book its name. Read the full story at: 
http://mnnews.today/aurora/june-2020/51628-pandemic-
exposes-a-disconnect/  
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 K Lendon P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J Vipan J Shamley 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 J Douglas T Alexander 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 Marcia Foo 
Michell Foo 

L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

HOST: 9.30 H White J Hutchins 

USHERS: 9.30 L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

K Lendon 
G Hutchinson 

CLEANERS: 9.30 R Hay M McFarlane 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
For Planned Giving  and the Second Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 PG plus envelope 
number if it is for planned giving. 
For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
 
 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT BONAVENTURE— 15TH JULY 
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE— 22ND JULY 
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE— 26TH JULY 
SAINT MARTHA— 29TH JULY 
SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA— 31ST JULY 
SAINT ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI— 1ST AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop,                        
Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Bibiana Lappa, Angela Marinucci, 
Aladino Carboni, Angelo Lappa, Donato DiSalvio, 
Anselmo Cemini, Tomasso Marinucci, Maria Marinucci. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Catholic Calling 
I believe I have had a very lucky life. As a young child, I was encouraged to read the stories of Jesus 

and develop my faith by attending school scripture or what is known now as Special Religious Education 
(SRE). 

JENNIE NOLAN PUBLISHED JULY 07, 2020 

My family were not Catholic, I was baptised into the Methodist Church and while I attended ser-
vices with my family, as I grew older, I felt a calling to know and be more. When I was very young, we 
moved to Maitland and I engaged in scripture at my primary school. I ended up asking mum and dad if 
they would take me to Sunday school.  Dad dutifully drove me over to East Maitland every week for sev-
eral years so I could attend. I really enjoyed learning about Jesus and engaging with the other children in 
activities. 

I made friends with the girl down the street and her family were Catholic. They attended the Catho-
lic Church which I lived across the road from every weekend without fail, occasionally I accompanied my 
friend and her family. 

At the time of secondary school enrolment, I told mum I was going to school with my friend. She 
said, ‘you can’t go to school with your friend because she is going to a Catholic school’. This did not deter 
me and just for my appeasement, mum rang up St Joseph’s at Lochinvar. We went out to meet Sister 
Anita and Sister Agnes and by the end of the evening, and with my determination, I was in. 

When I was in Year 8, I was well and truly entrenched in the parish folk group. I learnt to play the 
guitar, which I loved and had a passable voice for singing. Our group became quite famous in Maitland 
Catholic Church circles. We were asked to lead the music at the Pro-Cathedral on Saturday evenings, we 
thought we had made into the big time! 

Friendships were formed and even a couple of marriages. I guess you could say that we were like a 
Catholic Youth/ Young adult Group, I am still friends with many of those people today. 

My mentor was a terrific older gentleman, Father Kevin Carroll. He recognised my love for the Cath-
olic Church and asked me one day, whether I wanted to become a Catholic. I did not really know that 
there was anything that I had to especially do to become Catholic, I guess I felt Catholic anyway. 

Since I became a Catholic, I feel my life was changed significantly and believe it was the best deci-
sion I have made. I have lived and worked for the Catholic Diocese all my adult years and am still learning 
about the beauty and sacramental nature of our faith and how relationships with others is paramount. 
That is exactly why I am passionate about RCIA and SRE, I want other people to have the beautiful gift 
that I received 45 years ago. 

  

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 



 
Recognition and support required 
The disproportionate incarceration rates of Indigenous people in Australia is an 
issue that cannot be understated. 

GARY CHRISTENSEN PUBLISHED JULY 07, 2020 

The current statistics tell us that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are in prison at 29-times the 
rate of non-Aboriginal people. This number is particularly concerning when we consider that Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people represent only 3 per cent of the total Australian population. 

Whilst it would be easy to gloss over these statistics and attribute them to some macro perspective, the 
reality is that we as a community need to do more to recognise and support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people to reduce the vulnerabilities that lead to the over-representation of Indigenous people in 
custody. 

From the time of white settlement in Australia, Aboriginal people have been dispossessed from their 
land, had their culture and kinship systems disrupted, been subject to racism and social exclusion and 
had to deal with the abhorrent practice of the removal their children in what we know as the stolen 
generation. The result of these things has led to intergenerational trauma that continues to have adverse 
effects on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people today. Issues such as poor educational outcomes, 
unemployment and under-employment, poverty, homelessness, mental health issues and challenges 
with alcohol and other drugs all have their geneses in European colonisation of Australia.  The 1991 
Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody found, among other things, that the high rates of 
Aboriginal deaths in custody were directly related to underlying factors of entrenched disadvantage, poor 
health, low unemployment and education, dispossession from their land and a lack of suitable housing. 

Almost 30 years later, these issues are still the contributing factors to the over-representation of 
indigenous people involved with the criminal justice system. The question is, will the next 30 years look 
the same? Or will we as individuals and communities come together to promote and embrace genuine 
reconciliation with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters so together we can 
develop real solutions to the underlying issues that cause disadvantage. There is no doubt that 
Aboriginal people and Aboriginal-controlled organisations are best placed to lead the discussion and the 

http://mnnews.today/authors/gary-christensen/


direction of how and what can be done to address the issues. Equally, there is no doubt that non-
Aboriginal people and agencies should stand in solidarity and do what we can to support the healing 
process in any way we can. At CatholicCare, we do this by actively seeking to partner with Aboriginal 
agencies as is reflected in our partnership with Ungooroo Aboriginal Corporation in the Upper Hunter 
where we partner to provide services to the local community in Singleton and Muswellbrook. 

One of the keys to reducing the disproportionally high rates of indigenous people involved in the criminal 
justice system is to get to a place of social and economic inclusion that not only provides practical 
solutions like access to safe clean affordable housing, secure employment and access to services, but 
also address the underlying issues and attitudes of racism in our communities. To do this effectively we 
need a whole-of-community approach that sees adults role-modelling appropriate language and 
behaviours to our children as well as having honest conversations that help the up-and-coming 
generation understand the impact of European settlement on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people and how that correlates to disadvantage in society today. 

Part of CatholicCare’s response to addressing the issues of social and economic disadvantage is the 
employment of cultural planners who support and train foster carers in the development of cultural plans 
and culturally appropriate practices for Aboriginal children and young people in care. In addition to this 
we have an Aboriginal Reference Group, which advises our leadership team and staff about the 
development of culturally appropriate policy and practice. 

Australia always has been and always will be Aboriginal land. The call to action for each of us is to build 
meaningful relationships with Aboriginal people based on deep levels of respect and understanding so 
we can listen and learn what it is that we can do to make a difference in our communities to ensure an 
inclusive, kinder and more just society for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

15th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 13:1-23 - Shorter form
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
A sower went out to sow.

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, 
but such crowds gathered round him that he got 
into a boat and sat there. The people all stood 
on the beach, and he told them many things in 
parables.

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As 
he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Others fell on patches of rock where they found 
little soil and sprang up straight away, because 
there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the 
sun came up they were scorched and, not having 
any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their 
crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Is 55:10-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The rain makes the earth fruitful.

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow 
come down from the heavens and do not return 
without watering the earth, making it yield and 
giving growth to provide seed for the sower and 
bread for the eating, so the word that goes from 
my mouth does not return to me empty, without 
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it 
was sent to do.’
This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield 
        a fruitful harvest.

You care for the earth, give it water,
you fill it with riches.
Your river in heaven brims over
to provide its grain.   R.

And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows,
you level it, soften it with showers,
you bless its growth.   R.

You crown the year with your goodness.
Abundance flows in your steps,
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows.   R.

The hills are girded with joy,
the meadows covered with flocks,
the valleys are decked with wheat.
They shout for joy, yes, they sing.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you open our eyes that we 
 may truly see:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you open our ears that 
 we may truly hear:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you reveal to us the 
 mysteries of God’s kingdom:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 sow within us the Word of God,
 so that we may yield,
 a plentiful harvest. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 8:18-23
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.

I think that what we suffer in this life can never 
be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, 
which is waiting for us. The whole creation is 
eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was 
not for any fault on the part of creation that it 
was made unable to attain its purpose, it was 
made so by God; but creation still retains the 
hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to 
decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory 
as the children of God. From the beginning till 
now the entire creation, as we know, has been 
groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not 
only creation, but all of us who possess the first-
fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we 
wait for our bodies to be set free.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 13:1-23
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
A sower went out to sow.

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, 
but such crowds gathered round him that he got 
into a boat and sat there. The people all stood 
on the beach, and he told them many things in 
parables.

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As 
he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 
Others fell on patches of rock where they found 
little soil and sprang up straight away, because 
there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the 

sun came up they were scorched and, not having 
any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their 
crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, 
‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ 
he replied ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven are revealed to you, but they are not 
revealed to them. For anyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have more than enough; 
but from anyone who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. The reason I talk to them in 
parables is that they look without seeing and 
listen without hearing or understanding. So 
in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being 
fulfilled:

You will listen and listen again, but not 
understand,

see and see again, but not perceive.
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse,
their ears are dull of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes,
for fear they should see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their heart,
and be converted
and be healed by me.

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, 
your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, 
many prophets and holy men longed to see what 
you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, 
and never heard it.

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the 
sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom without understanding, the evil one 
comes and carries off what was sown in his 

heart: this is the man who received the seed 
on the edge of the path. The one who received 
it on patches of rock is the man who hears the 
word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he 
has no root in him, he does not last; let some 
trial come, or some persecution on account of 
the word, and he falls away at once. The one 
who received the seed in thorns is the man who 
hears the word, but the worries of this world 
and the lure of riches choke the word and so he 
produces nothing. And the one who received the 
seed in rich soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it; he is the one who yields a 
harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now 
sixty, now thirty.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 may we hear the Word of God,
 and bring them to life,
 in all that we do.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.
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The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  
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God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you reveal the mysteries of the kingdom: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, happy are those who hear your word: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you call us to bear great fruit: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of all creation 

you have sown the seeds of your kingdom 

so that the world may flourish and grow in your love. 

Help us to be ready to hear your Word, 

and welcome it into our hearts.  

May we build your kingdom of love on earth. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
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All: 

Amen. 

First Reading 

Is 55:10-11 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The rain makes the earth fruitful. 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do 

not return without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide 

seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth 

does not return to me empty, without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it 

was sent to do.’ 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 64:10-14. R. Lk 8:8 

 

(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest. 

 

1. You care for the earth, give it water,  

you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

to provide its grain. (R.) 

 

2. And thus you provide for the earth;  

you drench its furrows, 

you level it, soften it with showers, 

you bless its growth. (R.) 

 

3. You crown the year with your goodness.  

Abundance flows in your steps, 

in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.) 
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4. The hills are girded with joy,  

the meadows covered with flocks, 

the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.) 

 

 

Second Reading 

Rom 8:18-23 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God. 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet 

unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to 

reveal his sons. It was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made 

unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but creation still retains the 

hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same 

freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning till now the entire 

creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not 

only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan 

inwardly as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 

all who come to him will live for ever. 

Alleluia! 
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Gospel 

Mt 13:1-23 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
A sower went out to sow. 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him 

that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told 

them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the 

edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock 

where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no 

depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having 

any roots, they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ 

‘Because’ he replied ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, 

but they are not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he 

will have more than enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be 

taken away. The reason I talk to them in parables is that they look without seeing 

and listen without hearing or understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah 

is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 

their ears are dull of hearing, 

and they have shut their eyes, 

for fear they should see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, 

understand with their heart, 

and be converted 

and be healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you 

solemnly, many prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw 

it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word 

of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was 

sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. 
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The one who received it on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and 

welcomes it at once with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some 

trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and he falls away at once. 

The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears the word, but the 

worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces 

nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the 

word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a 

hundredfold, now sixty, now thirty.’ 

 

The Gospel of The Lord. 

 

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

or 
Shorter form 

Mt 13:1-9 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
A sower went out to sow. 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him 

that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told 

them many things in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the 

edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock 

where they found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no 

depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they were scorched and, not having 

any roots, they withered away. Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 

and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
 

The Gospel of The Lord. 

 

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
All are seated. 
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Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What is suggested by the final line of the parable, ‘Listen, anyone who has ears’? 

Q. What experiences of pathways, rocky ground, thorns and rich soil have you had in 

your life? 

Q. What might it mean to receive the word and produce a rich harvest? 

Q. What opportunities exist in your life to be the sower who scatters the seed? 
 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER: 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Sunday 12 Jul 2020 

Priest: Dear friends, let us bring our intentions before the Lord, who teaches us 

through his word.  

 

Reader: That, like Christ the sower, our Holy Father Pope Francis. will continue to 

reveal God’s word to all people.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That leaders of nations will work together to fairly share the world’s 

resources.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That organisations who work for the poor will find support and 

encouragement.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That our parish community will be fruitful in our actions to help those 

affected by hunger or disease.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will find relief from their suffering, especially 

those listed on our Bulletin and in our families.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That those who have died will ever live in the divine compassion of Christ, 

especially those listed in our Bulletin and our departed family and friends.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Priest: Loving God, Christ is the sower of your word.  Hear our prayers and help us 

to live in your richness as we acclaim your word to all.  We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF PRAISE: 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 
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in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 

Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, 

and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, 

International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the 

Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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