
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

TWENTY-FIRST  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 23RD AUGUST 2020 

 

In today’s Gospel Jesus asks his disciples, ‘And you, who do you say that I am?’ 
 
This was not a trick question  that he plucked out of the air, or a trivial one. It was a question that resounds through the entire 
Gospel, and concerns the identity of Jesus. 
 
The crucial question for each of us today is: ‘Who is Jesus for us in 2020?’ It is important for us to come up with our own 
answers, and to be able to state our beliefs and values as  Christians. We have to make our faith our own, as a second hand 
faith is a poor faith. We must grow in our understanding of the faith, and believe out of a personal conviction. 
 
Jesus lived in a real world and was concerned for real people. He vigorously opposed anything that 
made it difficult for people to live. He won the confidence of the oppressed. They trusted him, and so 
learned to trust God. This was because Jesus revealed the powerful love of Yahweh, the redeemer 
God.  
Those of us who follow Jesus, have an obligation to the world to ensure that when we present Jesus 
as the answer to our modern ills, it is the real Jesus of Nazareth that we present.  
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   23rd Aug 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Tuesday  25th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   30th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  1st Sept 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
EVERYONE who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book in  each 
week this is due to the governments 4 
square  metre rule which limits our                                                   
capacity to only 40 the last thing we want 
to do is turn people away because they 
didn’t register and we are at full capacity . 
To book for services please call the Parish 
Office on 02 4973 6859 by Thursday 2pm 
for Weekend Services  and by Monday 
12pm for Tuesday Mass. Parish Office 
Hours are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
 
 

 



NATIONAL WEBINAR - KNOW THE COMMUNITY WE ARE 
CALLED TO SERVE | TUESDAY 25 AUGUST 2020 
How well do we know the people who come to Mass? How 
well do we know those beyond the worshiping community? In 
our mission to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, we are 
called to engage with the hopes and struggles of those in our 
local context. In this time of COVID-19, the need to connect 
has become even more pronounced. This webinar, led by the 
National Centre for Pastoral Research, addresses these                   
questions, and ways we can be informed and supported, 
drawing upon the Parish Social Profiles and in dialogue with 
community leaders. 
Register at https://bit.ly/nationalwebinar_reg 
 
#ENDCOVIDFORALL CARITAS CAMPAIGN 
The COVID crisis is not going to end for anyone, until it ends 
for everyone. 
Show support for our neighbours around the world, many 
who are ill-equipped to deal with a pandemic. 
The worst impact of COVID-19 will be experienced by the 
communities who were already facing poor sanitation,                
overcrowding and limited access to healthcare. Overcrowding 
makes social distancing almost impossible, and puts                        
vulnerable family and community members at risk. The lack of 
running water, soap and face masks means that communities 
cannot contain the spread of the virus. 
During widespread lockdowns, vulnerable families also                       
struggle to put food on the table. Many households are losing 
all income,  
which pushes those who were already living at the margins 
further into poverty and hunger. 
Caritas Australia has banded together with a group of                    
churches, international aid agencies and thousands of                      
Australians to sign the pledge for the #EndCOVIDForAll                 
campaign. 
Sign the pledge at https://www.caritas.org.au/end-covid-for-
all/sign-the-pledge#ECFA to show your support for                               
vulnerable communities around the world. Because it’s not 
over until it’s over for everyone. 
 
SJV FEASTS ON POINT OF DIFFERENCE 
St John Vianney Primary School, Morisset, opted for a                  
different approach to commemorating its patron saint this 
year. 
CHRISTINE HIBBARD PUBLISHED AUGUST 19, 2020 
We joined together on Tuesday 4 August in a special prayer 
service, which was led by Year 3 students. During this time, 
students reflected on the life of St John Vianney and how he 
was chosen to protect and guide the people in our school. 
Students had the opportunity to consider how St John                  
Vianney was called by Jesus, and then gave so much to the 
people in his community. They then had an opportunity to 
think about a time when they had tried to do something and 
struggled. 
After our prayer service, students rotated around the school 
participating in fun activities. 
At our school, we continually look to St John Vianney and 
know that his faith and belief in Jesus helped him. When we 
are having trouble, we know we can turn to Jesus and this 
allows us to get through anything. 
 
 

HUMAN ENCOUNTER IN OUR DIGITAL WORLD – FREE 
ONLINE EVENT  SATURDAY AUGUST 29 
When the members of the Australian Catholic Bishops’                
Conference wrote the Social Justice Statement 2019 – 2020, 
Making it Real: Genuine human encounter in our digital 
world, they could have not predicted how relevant such a 
statement would be in light of 2020. 
COVID- 19 has had an astronomical effect on everyday life 
and the thought of not being connected in some way, shape 
or form has been difficult for the human race to comes to 
grips with. 
On Saturday August 29 from 2pm to 4.30pm we invite you to 
hear from Professor Joseph Ciarrochi, Bishop William Wright 
and to view artists interpretation of the statement and 
COVID in their lives. 
To register for this free online event at: http://
humanencounterinadigitalworld.eventbrite.com.au?
s=123860923  
 
CATHOLICCARE’S WINTER APPEAL 
This year, the most vulnerable people across the Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle are struggling more than ever. The on-
set of winter, coupled with the impact that COVID-19 has 
had on people’s lives including record high unemployment 
rates means people need help and they need it now. 
CatholicCare’s mission is to build a stronger, kinder and fair-
er society that values all people. By donating to our winter 
appeal 2020 you can help to relieve the pressure of individu-
als and families who are doing it tough. Your tax deductible 
donation will enable the team at CatholicCare to provide 
vital food to people experiencing homelessness through no 
fault of their own. Year on year, the Newcastle, Hunter and 
Manning region has seen a dramatic increase in the number 
of people experiencing homelessness, including those sleep-
ing rough, families and individuals living in cars or couch 
surfing and those living in transitional arrangements like 
caravan parks and shelters. 
To donate please go to: https://www.catholiccare.org.au/
support-us/ 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 J France Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 H White H White 

PSALMIST: 9.30 K Amon R Hay 

SERVERS 9.30 XXXX M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 M Foo J Douglas 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 M Foo 
M Foo 

L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

HOST: 9.30 H White J Hutchins 

USHERS: 9.30 L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

K Lendon 
G Hutchinson 

CLEANERS: 9.30 R Hay M McFarlane 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
HEALTH ADVICE UPDATE ON MASKS 
The NSW Government is strongly encouraging greater use of 
masks in high-risk public settings to help prevent the spread 
of COVID-19. 
The advice from the NSW Chief Health Officer Dr Kerry Chant 
specifically recommends: 

• the use of face masks in indoor settings where               
physical distancing is hard to maintain, such as on 
public transport or in supermarkets 

• the use of face masks (where practical) in indoor 
settings with a higher risk of transmission, such as for 
the staff of hospitality and customer-facing venues i.e. 
cafes, restaurants, pubs and clubs 

• during attendance at places of worship. 
Wearing a mask in any of these settings is not mandatory but 
is highly recommended, especially in areas where there has 
been community transmission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH MATTERS: WRITING TO COUNSEL AND                       
COMMUNICATE 
During this difficult period, the one thing many of us have 
more of, is time. 
DALE ANTRAM PUBLISHED AUGUST 17, 2020 
This time can serve as a period of self-reflection. I have 
found myself spending a lot of time contemplating life,        
reading, watching multiple series on streaming services and I 
have rediscovered writing. All sorts of writing, journals,            
cathartic outpourings, as well as creative pieces about the 
beauty of nature. 
My writing has always had a counselling role in my life. It is a 
device we can use to help us process our experiences. I can 
vent my feelings through my writing. This means that even if 
I never fully comprehend the problem, I can see the                        
development in how my mind processes this problem over 
time. It works for me and often clarifies the issues. 
Writing can also help us celebrate our lives, our faith, and 
our families. There is no time in life that solidifies our faith 
more than spending time with infants. Recently my                     
granddaughter turned two and the pure joy of the event 
was inspirational. Jesus was there with us. 
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them.” Matthew 18:20 
The night before her birthday I wrote a letter to my                   
granddaughter telling her about the presents I bought her 
and why I gave her these presents. I wrapped up the tiniest 
things as I know the greatest joy for children is unwrapping 
the presents. I also told her about the day she was born. 
When I came home from the party, I finished the letter. I 
found the experience of writing about this event relaxing 
and it is an experience my granddaughter and I will share for 
many decades by being able to read the letter. 
Great sadness can be shared by writing about it. I always 
feel the presence of the divine with me whilst writing. We 
get in touch with our souls through writing. We can write to 
someone we cannot be with and in many ways, this is a form 
of communication with them, as in the future they may read 
what we have written. 
Writing can help us celebrate our lives, resolve our                     
problems, vent high emotions in a safe forum or accept the 
issues we must inevitably endure. These pieces can then 
serve to help others who in the future read your musings. 
They too will find joy from your writing. They will gain a 
better understanding of their lives through your words and 
they will celebrate your joys. 
Writing is therapeutic. It is relaxing, it is cathartic. It helps us 
remember 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
QUEENSHIP OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 22ND AUGUST 
SAINT BARTHOLOMEW— 24TH AUGUST 
SAINT MONICA— 27TH AUGUST 
SAINT AUGUSTINE— 28TH AUGUST 
THE PASSION OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST— 29TH AUGUST 
SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT— 3RD SEPTEMBER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 8TH SEPTEMBER 
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS— 14TH SEPTEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Robert Jay, Dianne Kenner, Joan Gillett, Monica Gray, 
June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, 
Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Anne McCarthy, Cherie Black. 
 



‘YOU ARE ROCK AND, ON THIS ROCK, I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH.’ – REFLECTION FOR THE                 

TWENTY FIRST     SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A.—JOHN F. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says to Peter, “You are Rock, and on this rock, I will build my church.” 

With that, Jesus handed over the keys.  

Why would God choose Peter, a hard-working fisherman, to be the boss? Like a lot of us of us,      

Peter loved food and wine a little too much. He answered the questions in Caesarea Philippi                              

correctly, but he gave the wrong answers three times before the cock crowed. Peter’s job resume 

did not look all that great. Yet, Jesus chose this bloke to be the leader. Now, 266 blokes later, we 

have Pope Francis, who has captured our hearts with his humility, and enthusiasm.  

The Gospel begins in a somewhat unusual way. It starts with a statement about geography, with a 

location way north in Galilee called Caesarea Philippi. This city contained one of the most prominent 

landmarks in all of Israel. It was built on a massive wall of rock 100 feet high and 500 feet wide. 

There, a marble temple had been erected to honour Caesar, who considered himself a god.  

Knowing this, we can see why it was that Jesus took his disciples some 25 miles out of their way 

for the purpose of asking them a single question. He obviously wanted the backdrop of the massive 

rock, a marble temple and all the honour given to the emperors and their gods, when he asked a 

question that is possibly the most important in all of the Gospels: “Who do you say I am?” 

That same question, can be addressed to us, his followers two thousand years later. “Who do you 

say I am?” Like the early disciples, we probably have all kinds of answers to the question of who                     

Jesus is. We can easily find ways of reshaping him to best suit our purposes and our self-interests. 

Like Peter we too, may blow hot and cold.  

Throughout the ages many millions have venerated the name of Jesus, very few have understood 

him and fewer have put into practice what he wanted to see done. It is very easy to use Jesus for 

one’s own purposes, good or bad. 

Jesus lived in a real world and was concerned for real people. He vigorously opposed anything 

that made it difficult for people to live. He won the confidence of the oppressed. They trusted him, 

and so learned to trust God. This was because Jesus revealed the powerful love of Yahweh, the                      

redeemer God. Our world is desperately hungry for meaning and thirsty for love. 

Those of us who follow Jesus, have an obligation to the world to ensure that when we present        

Jesus as the answer to our modern ills, it is the real Jesus of Nazareth that we present.  



Hello in there 

Life Church Pastor Rick Prosser believes 

there was already a pandemic in our 

community before COVID-19 hit, and that 

pandemic was loneliness. 

 

BROOKE ROBINSON PUBLISHED AUGUST 04, 2020 

A spike in calls to Lifeline since coronavirus has confirmed that belief, with many calls largely related to 
loneliness and anxiety.   

To counter both of these pandemics, a collaboration of denominational leaders in the Hunter region has led to 
the creation of Hello Hunter. 

Hello Hunter aids people who are feeling isolated, lonely or anxious. Volunteers are available to make a 
friendly phone call, deliver essentials, assist in finding specialised help or on request pray with the person. 

Hello Hunter’s call centre takes requests for assistance, then neighbourhood hubs mobilise their volunteers. 
Hubs are formed according to suburb and postcode. The goal is to have their nearest neighbour assist the 
person in need. 

Leaders from many different church denominations including the Catholic Church have worked together to 
launch the initiative, and over 30 churches in the region have engaged with it. 

Director of Pastoral Ministries, Teresa Brierley, is the representative for the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. 
Mrs Brierley said Hello Hunter allows local churches to work together, instead of trying to meet the need on 
their own. 

“We all live in a community, so if that community can look after one another, how good would that be?” Mrs 
Brierley said. 

Mr Prosser said churches are meant to meet the needs of the people surrounding them, and that Hello Hunter 
allows churches to do this effectively. He is passionate about churches working together, which he says is “a 
great witness to the city of the love of Jesus. It allows churches to focus on what we agree on, rather than on 
differences.” 

Hello Hunter provides the opportunity for many people to be involved in helping others. Some volunteers are 
able to deliver food, while others are able make phone calls and pray. 

 “A friendly chat can bring life and hope back into a community,” Mr Prosser said. “Older people or those who 
do not have as much mobility are in a perfect position to be able to do this ministry. Their many years of 
wisdom mean they have so much to contribute to our community.” 

In a recent trial of Hello Hunter, those receiving the phone call and those making the call felt encouraged. 
“That’s the nature of it,” Mr Prosser said. “If you give something away, it bounces back to you.”   

Hello Hunter is looking for volunteers and hub leaders. Volunteers will be required to submit a form, validated 
by their local parish priest, pastor or parish leader. Go to hellohunter.org.au for more information. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

 

https://mnnews.today/authors/brooke-robinson/
http://cityserve.com.au/hello-hunter/
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Together as Church 

When this issue of Aurora was beginning 

to coalesce around a theme of 

partnerships in Church ministries and how 

we are “stronger together”, I knew I wanted 

to write about the great partnership at the 

heart of Church life, that between the 

clergy and the laity. 

BISHOP BILL WRIGHT PUBLISHED AUGUST 03, 2020 

But how does one do that these days? The image of the clergy has been so battered, especially and 
understandably by the revelations of child sexual abuse, that any suggestion that they have an important part 
to play in Church life immediately looks, to some people, like a defence of their “position” or a manifestation of 
an on-going corrosive “clericalism”. Not that most Catholics are in any sense “anti-clerical”, but those who are 
that way inclined have been empowered to have their say while those who think a little differently have to 
choose our words very carefully. Obviously, this creates a bad atmosphere for “partnership” between clergy 
and their communities. 

I have memories of a different time. Back in the 1960s, if you believe all the caricaturing that goes on, the 
priests ruled the roost and the role of the laity was to “pray, pay and obey”. And all right, in my parish we did 
have an old Irish monsignor who was an aloof and somewhat haughty figure, but he was old, and he was 
Irish. You made allowances for that, just as you did, say, for the funny ways of grandparents. Looking around 
more broadly, the other priests took part in the working bees, played tennis with parishioners, talked to us 
over tea at the presbytery kitchen table and told bad jokes in their homilies. There was an effective parish 
council, of which I was a member in 1969 as a 17-year-old leader of the parish youth group. In effect, I was an 
ally of the curate in persuading the more staid elders of the parish to tolerate the activities of the young 
people. In fact, my parish pretty much lived up to the boast of the Australian Church that our priests were 
close to the people. 

At home, there was no undue respect for the clergy. My mother didn’t like us to criticise the priests, but she 
didn’t like to criticise anyone. “If you don’t have something nice to say …” was part of the ethic of her 
generation. My father was more forthright. Being a priest didn’t make a man smart or wise, and definitely not 
always right. You could respect the priesthood without being blind to the man’s faults or quirks. And the 
priests you most liked were the ones, quite a few in my experience, who expected no more special 
“reverence”. Clearly there were Catholic families and parishes where “the priest’s word was law” and “we 
thought he was like God”, “we never questioned”. I’m just saying that such was not my experience of the 
Church in those days, and so for me the reaction against clerical power has something of “knocking over a 
straw man”. A picture of the Catholic past that focuses on clerical abusers, control freaks, pious frauds or 
money-grubbers misses the main story, in my view. So does a story that says the laity were passive, 
frightened and submissive. Such “history” is a poor starting point for thinking about the future life of the 
Church and how we can be stronger together. 

So, on what do we build the future? I’m disinclined to think that hope springs from better management 
practices, all of which will be old hat in a decade anyway. I lean to believing that we’ll be OK if we focus on 
some basics of Christian faith. The first of these is Creation. Every single human being is a child of God, and 
that is how we all must regard each other. Then there’s the meaning of Baptism. Every person in the Church 
is equally called to discipleship and to witnessing to Christ and to sharing in the life of grace. There’s not a 
special holy caste, though we may recognise some individuals as personally holy. Third, there’s original sin. 
We know that we all struggle and that no one is perfect. Fourth, there’s Holy Communion. However different 
we all are, we share the one Bread and are made into one body in Christ. In short, “Do unto (all) others as 
you would have them do unto you”, “love one another as I have loved you” and “be merciful, as your heavenly 
Father is merciful”. Christian fundamentals have always told us that “We’re all in this together”. Divided we 
fall. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

https://mnnews.today/authors/bishop-bill-wright/
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

21st Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 16:13-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And 
they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I 
am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the 
Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy 
man! Because it was not flesh and blood that 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 
So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this 
rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
whatever you bind on earth shall be considered 
bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he 
gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading  Is 22:19-23
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder.

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the 
master of the palace:

I dismiss you from your office,
I remove you from your post,
and the same day I call on my servant
Eliakim son of Hilkiah.
I invest him with your robe,
gird him with your sash,
entrust him with your authority;
and he shall be a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem
and to the House of Judah.
I place the key of the House of David
on his shoulder;
should he open, no one shall close,
should he close, no one shall open.
I drive him like a peg
into a firm place;
he will become a throne of glory
for his father’s house. 

This is the word of the Lord.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are the son of the
 living God::
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you show us the way to
 our father in heaven::
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are always ready to 
 forgive our sins:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 you built your church 
 on a firm foundation. 
 Strengthen us as we continue 
 to do your work. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8
R. Lord, your love is eternal;
   do not forsake the work of your hands.

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple.  R.

I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul.  R.

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
discard not the work of your hands.  R.

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 11:33-36
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
From him, through him, and in him are all things.

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his 
wisdom and knowledge – and how impossible 
to penetrate his motives or understand his 
methods! Who could ever know the mind of 
the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? 
Who could ever give him anything or lend him 
anything? All that exists comes from him; all 
is by him and for him. To him be glory for ever! 
Amen.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 16:13-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea 
Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 
‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And 
they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I 
am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the 
Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ Jesus 
replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy 
man! Because it was not flesh and blood that 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 
So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this 
rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: 
whatever you bind on earth shall be considered 
bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth 
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he 
gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone 
that he was the Christ.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 be with us each day as we strive 
 to build your kingdom on earth.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Sunday 23 Aug 2020 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you have built your Church on a firm foundation: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, your love is eternal: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you are the Christ, the son of the living God: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God on high 

your son Jesus inspired Peter 

to be a rock of faith for the Church. 

Increase our faith in you. 

When we are unsure of the right path 

give us strength to follow in your way. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

Is 22:19-23 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
I place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder. 

Thus says the Lord of hosts to Shebna, the master of the palace: 

I dismiss you from your office, 

I remove you from your post, 

and the same day I call on my servant 

Eliakim son of Hilkiah. 

I invest him with your robe, 

gird him with your sash, 

entrust him with your authority; 

and he shall be a father 

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and to the House of Judah. 

I place the key of the House of David 

on his shoulder; 

should he open, no one shall close, 

should he close, no one shall open. 

I drive him like a peg 

into a firm place; 

he will become a throne of glory 

for his father's house.  
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 137:1-3. 6. 8. R. v.8 

(R.)  Lord, your love is eternal; 

do not forsake the work of your hands. 

 

1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,  

you have heard the words of my mouth. 

Before the angels I will bless you. 

I will adore before your holy temple. (R.) 

 

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love  

which excel all we ever knew of you. 

On the day I called, you answered; 

you increased the strength of my soul. (R.) 

 

3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly  

and the haughty he knows from afar. 

Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 

discard not the work of your hands. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

Rom 11:33-36 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
From him, through him, and in him are all things. 

How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and knowledge – and how 

impossible to penetrate his motives or understand his methods! Who could ever know the 

mind of the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever give him anything or 

lend him anything? All that exists comes from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory 

for ever! Amen. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 16:13-20 

You are Peter, to you I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his disciples, 

‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, 

some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say 

I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’ 

Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and 

blood that revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter 

and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out 

against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth 

shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered 

loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was 

the Christ. 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

 

Q.  Why was it significant that Peter’s profession of faith took place outside Jewish 

territory? 

Q.  How would you answer Jesus’ question, ‘Who do you say I am?’ 

Q.  What are different ways in which people answer Jesus’ question? 

Q.  In what ways have some people used a mistaken understanding of who they believed 

Jesus to be? 

Q.  How would Jesus’ confirmation of Peter’s declaration have made a difference to the 

way the disciples saw Jesus? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, let us bring our prayers before God, the source of all wisdom. 

 

Reader: That our Holy Father Pope N. will use the key of the House of David wisely in 

opening God’s plan for his people.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That those who work in public or national office will make decisions wisely and 

justly.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That missionaries will be blessed as they speak the challenging message of Jesus. 
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That our parish community will live in obedience and reverence to the church as 

the key to God’s kingdom.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That the sick will be raised in health and spirit, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That those who have died will find eternal love in Heaven, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader: Loving God, your wisdom in beyond our understanding. Hear our prayers and help 

us to always praise you in the depths of our heart. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

  

All: Amen. 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
rights reserved.  

 


	2020_0823 21st Sunday in OT Year A Bulletin.pdf
	2020_0823_Hello in there and Together as Church.pdf
	2020_0823 21st Sunday in OT Year A Weekly Prayer Sheet.pdf
	2020_08_23- 21st Sunday in OT Year A Sunday Prayer Service.pdf

