
SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Sixth Sunday of Easter Year B 

Sunday 09 May 2021 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who has redeemed us 
and raised us to new life. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

United with the whole Church, 
we celebrate the joy of Easter 
and keep this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are the sacrifice that takes our sins away: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you teach us how to love: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you have chosen us to bear fruit that will endure: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Lord Jesus, 
as the Father loves you, 
so you have loved us. 
May we remain in your love 
and follow your commandments. 
We make this prayer through 
our Risen Lord Jesus. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the gentiles also. 

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated 
himself. But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man after all!’ 

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does 
not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right 
is acceptable to him.’ 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers 
who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be 
poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear them speaking strange languages and 
proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the water of 
baptism to these people, now they have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He 
then gave orders for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged 
him to stay on for some days. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 97:1-4. R. see v.2 

(R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

1 Jn 4:7-10 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

God is love. 

My dear people, 
let us love one another 
since love comes from God 
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 
because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed 
when God sent into the world his only Son 
so that we could have life through him; 
this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God, 
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jn 10:11-18 

The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

Jn 15:9-17 

No one can have greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you. 
Remain in my love. 
If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and remain in his love. 
I have told you this  
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so that my own joy may be in you 
and your joy be complete. 
This is my commandment: 
love one another, 
as I have loved you. 
A man can have no greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends, 
if you do what I command you, 
I shall not call you servants any more, 
because a servant does not know 
his master’s business; 
I call you friends, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
You did not choose me, 
no, I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 
to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last; 
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you 
is to love one another.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Where does Jesus’ enormous capacity to love come from? 

Q. Is the sort of love that Jesus spoke of really possible? 

Q. When have you felt a non-romantic love for someone else? 

Q. What situation in your life would be changed if you responded out of love? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, let us offer our prayers to the God of love who answers 
those who call on him.  

Reader: That the Church will recognise and embrace those who proclaim faith in Christ 

Jesus.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That nations will live in peace through Christ’s commandment of love.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 
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All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That we may show our mothers, who have given us life and love, reverence and 

love.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who lay down their lives in service of others will be abundantly 

blessed.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give 

them hope, and their family and friends support and console them. 

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our community organisations and groups will operate with a spirit of 

inclusion.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community may bring God to all people around us through 

Christ’s message of love for our neighbour.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are sick will remain in Christ’s love, including those in our community 

and families.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That we, who have been baptised, will radiate Christ’s love to our family and 

friends and all whom we encounter.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Readers: That all mothers who have died, may God bring them into the joy of his kingdom 

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That all those who have died will be crowned with ultimate joy in Christ, including 

those in our community and families.   

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of love, you sent your only Son into the world that we might have new life. 
Hear our prayers and help us to love one another as Christ’s true friends. We 
make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Mother’s Day Blessing: 
Mothers and those who are like mothers to children, you are previous in God’s eyes. 

We would like to pray a special blessing on each of you present here today and invite you to stand to receive your 

blessing: 

 Leader: 

May God look lovingly on you as you live lives of love for your children. 
May God look tenderly on you with the same tenderness you have for your children. 
May God comfort you in your time of need, just as you comfort your children. 
May God bless and strengthen you, 
May God be your hope and guide, 
And May God lead you gently through all your days. 
 
Mothers: Amen 

 

Blessing 

Leader: 

Through the resurrection of his Son 
God has redeemed us and made us his children.   
May the Lord bless us with joy 
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our life. Alleluia. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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