
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 19TH JULY 2020 

Many names are used to address Jesus in the Gospels. He is known as the Son of Man, Master, Son of David, Lamb of 
God, and Rabbi. From today’s Gospel we might add another title: Storyteller. Jesus tells a particular category of stories, 
 known as parables.  
 
Jesus taught in parables. Why? With a wink, a nod and a smile, the master storyteller pulls his audience through the 
many layers of meaning, to grasp the underlying truth, that is both entertainment and an invitation to find God.  
 
 Today Jesus tells us the parable of the wheat and the weeds and cautions us against arrogance. James and John wanted 
to order fire from heaven to destroy the inhospitable Samaritans. No said Jesus ‘because when 
you pull out the weeds, you might pull up the wheat with it’.  
 
The Pharisees believed that the Kingdom was for saints only, and sinners should be weeded out. 
But Jesus didn’t agree.  
 
While we distinguish between good and evil, we must aim at being as understanding and 
tolerant as God is. Now is the time for conversion. People can change . We can change. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   19th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  21st July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   26th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  28th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Due to the 4 square metre rule capacity 
limits no walk ins can be accepted to                   
register for services please call the Parish 
Office on 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm 
Mon to Fri by Thursday 2pm for Sunday 
Mass  and by Monday 12pm for Tuesday 
Mass. As we need to ask health, travel and              
contact questions we need everyone to 
call each week.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who 
are not online but would still like a bulletin 
please ask them to call the parish office. 
 
 

 



16TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: REFLECTION  19  July 2020 
This is a reading which is so very familiar!  It is so easy to just pass it over as if there is 

nothing more to say after all this time. “ Mea Culpa!”  So did I, until I came across some-
thing my favourite nun, Mary McGlone said.  She posed the question “What are weeds?  
Who says what are weeds and what aren’t?” 

 
That got me thinking.  God made the world and everything on it, and as it says in the 

Bible  
“And God saw it, and it was good.”   
 
I suppose we regard anything that is different to what we plant as a weed.  In a patch 

of wheat, barley would be a weed.  That does not make the barley evil. It just means it is in 
the wrong place. [For drinkers, Barley makes Beer!] 

 
In our Gospel story Jesus is making us aware that being judgemental is not what our 

Father wants of us.  In the story the servants are officious and wanting to rip the other 
plants, the “weeds” out.  The master’s response is, who are you to judge, let them grow 
together and when we harvest, then I will make that call. 
 

It is a wake-up call to us in this day as well.  Who do we regard as a “weed” or 
“Different”.  That TV show  “Go back to where you came from!” springs to mind.  Why do 
we get to judge who is worthy of staying here?  What makes us experts? 
 

I had to laugh when Mary shared her wake-up moment, when she was reading this 
Gospel- someone was talking about weeds and mentioned the dandelions in his lawn- 
then she had an insight!  What makes a dandelion a weed? And in a flash, she thought – 
someone else had given her Dandelion Wine the other day, and it was good. 
 

One person’s weed is someone else’s crop! 
You know I think that Jesus’ story of a landowner’s pristine field which is contaminat-

ed may just be a bit tongue in cheek.  He was challenging the purists in their perceptions 
of who is, and who isn’t clean, physically or spiritually.  He is making it clear that all have 
the right to grow and learn, all have the right to BE.  He is very clear.  The Father will judge 
at the harvest- not us! 

Our calling is not to judge, but to sow the Word of God and let it grow as it will. 
Let God be God! 

 
Uta France 
. 



BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM 
For parent’s who are seeking “A New Life in Christ” through 
baptism for their children, the first step is completing our 
parish’s baptism preparation program . Our program is run 
over 2 sessions with the next program being as follows:                
Session 1 on Sunday 2nd August and Session 2 on Sunday 9th 
August both will be held in the Callinan Centre commencing at 
11am. Due to COVID restrictions you will need to book by 
contacting the Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 Mon-Fri                    
between 9am and 2pm. 
 
SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SRE)  
Is an important ministry within our Diocese which supports 
parents, students, clergy and parishes in the religious                      
education of approximately 2500 students attending                        
government schools. 
The SRE ministry exists to promote the Kingdom of God on 
earth through parishes, into schools and homes, by                               
proclaiming Christ’s Gospel of justice, peace, love and                     
forgiveness. 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has had an impact on this ministry. 
On March 23 the NSW Department of Education provided 
advice that all SRE was to pause. As we emerge out of                       
restrictions SRE is now allowed back in schools from the                    
beginning of Term 3. The current concern is many of those 
involved in the SRE ministry fit into the vulnerable category 
according to the NSW Health guidelines and the AHPPC          
guidelines. 
We need your help! 
Do you have a calling to spread the good news and joy of the 
Gospels to children in 2020? 
Are you able to be there to support the children in the SRE 
classroom and the Catechists who are unable to return? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lONdRTBJwxo&feature=youtu.be- Be There for Me             
Campaign 
Can you assist with Special Religious Education in the short 
and/or long term? 
For more information on how to become a trained Special 
Religious Educator visit https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/childrens-ministries/sre-scripture/ 
 
JOIN THE CALL FOR TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
Governments around the world need to be much more               
coordinated in working with tech corporations. Civil society 
and user organisations also need to have a role in the                     
governance of the internet and platforms, ensuring basic 
standards are not undermined by the drive for profit and mar-
ket domination. Major corporations need to open their algo-
rithms, data governance and business models to the commu-
nities in which they operate. To find out more about initia-
tives promoting the rights of users and the                                     
accountability of online systems, visit: 
The Australian Competition & Consumer Commission Digital 
Platforms Inquiry: http://www.accc.gov.au/focus-areas/
inquiries/digital-platforms-inquiry  
The Australian Human Rights Commission Human Rights and 
Technology project: http://tech.humanrights.gov.au/    
The United Nations Internet Governance Forum: http://
www.intgovforum.org  
 
 

DEACONATE ORDINATION OF SOLOMON OKOVIDO 
Bishop Bill will be ordaining Solomon Okovido to the Order 
of the Diaconate on the 15th of August 2020, the Solemnity 
of the Assumption. The location of his ordination will be             
announced soon but please place this date in your diary so 
you can support Solomon. There will be restrictions on                    
numbers so unfortunately, not all will be able to attend. 
Many of you will know Solomon from his time in our Parish-
es while he has been studying at the Seminary. Please con-
tinue to pray for Solomon as he prepares for his Ordination 
and for his new Ministry. 
 
SHARING OUR STORY 
Everyone has a story. 
No matter how ordinary yours may seem, we’ve all got a 
story to tell and you never know what it can mean to              
someone until you share it. 
As we enter a fallow period, we have been given the gift of 
time. A time to reflect on our life, a life of being faithful         
people.  We invite you to share your story.  
You could use the following questions as a guide.  
Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How did 
they do that? 
Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? 
What made them significant? 
How has your faith been reflected in your work, your                      
hobbies, your values, your choices, and your priorities at 
various times in your life? 
In what ways has your faith guided and supported you over 
your lifetime? How has your church/faith community                    
guided and supported you? 
We hope to use these stories as part of a Diocesan                            
Formation and Education project. 
Please send your story to:  
shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 P Melvey M Clipsham 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J Shamley K Amon 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey J France 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander U France 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

J Hutchins 
M Foo 

HOST: 9.30 J Hutchins J Douglas 

USHERS: 9.30 K Lendon 
G Hutchinson 

R Hay 
T Alexander 

CLEANERS: 9.30 M McFarlane M McFarlane 



     

    NO WALK INS 

    DO NOT ENTER IF  

    YOU HAVE  

    TRAVELLED  

OVERSEAS, OR TO VICTORIA AND              

SOUTH WEST SYDNEY IN THE LAST               

14 DAYS. REGISTER WITH THE PARISH 

OFFICE PH: 02 4973 6859 

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY FOR CHURCH SERVICES 

DO NOT ENTER IF YOU ARE UNWELL 

OR HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH 

SOMEONE WHO IS UNWELL STAY 

HOME AND GET TESTED. 

PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING AND 

MAINTAIN A DISTANCE OF 1.5M         

BETWEEN YOU AND OTHER PEOPLE.  

 

OUR CAPACITY IS    40 

CONFIRM CONTACT DETAILS UPON 

ENTRY. 

SANTISE YOUR HANDS UPON               

ENTRY / EXIT , AT COMMUNION 

AND WHEN ASKED TO. 

PLEASE COUGH OR 

SNEEZE INTO A 

BENDED ELBOW OR 

TISSUE THEN BIN 

THE TISSUE. 

NO SINGING OR 

CHANTING 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
For Planned Giving  and the Second Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 PG plus envelope 
number if it is for planned giving. 
For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE— 22ND JULY 
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE— 26TH JULY 
SAINT MARTHA— 29TH JULY 
SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA— 31ST JULY 
SAINT ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI— 1ST AUGUST 
SAINT DOMINIC— 3RD AUGUST 
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY— 4TH AUGUST 
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD— 6TH AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop,                        
Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Margaret Norris 
Remembrance: Mary Fegredo, Bill Bond. 



 
 

Liturgy Matters: Celebrants or Consumers? It matters! 

Part 4: The Eucharistic Prayer 

Four weeks ago, prompted by our COVID 19 experience, we began to reflect on our 

understanding of what we think we are doing when we celebrate ‘The Liturgy of the 

Eucharist’ at Mass. Are we celebrants or consumers? The answer matters. Today we 

turn our attention to what the church refers to as ‘the centre and high point of the 

entire celebration, namely Eucharistic Prayer.’ (GIRM a. 78) 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED JULY 14, 2020 

Before we begin you might like to take a moment to gather your reflections from 
the first, second and third articles in this series. As we have seen, the order in which the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist unfolds is intentional and purposeful. It is important to remember that the Eucharistic Prayer is the 
second part of the four-part eucharistic action: take – bless – break – give. There can be no Eucharistic 
Prayer if no gifts have been presented for blessing/offering. The Eucharistic Prayer finds its purpose in the 
breaking and giving that follows. Such an appreciation of the Liturgy of the Eucharist is essential if we are to 
participate as celebrants rather than consumers. 

You will recall from the first article in this series that we celebrate the ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’ in response to 
having heard the Word of God. What a gift Sunday’s Gospel (Mt 13:1-23) is to our reflection today. In the 
familiar story of the parable of the sower, God is inviting us to not just look but to see, to not just listen but to 
hear … so that we perceive and understand. Mystagogical reflection helps us do just that, especially with 
texts like the Eucharistic Prayer that are so familiar that we can become dull to their power and meaning.  

So, as we turn our attention to the text of one of our Eucharistic Prayers, you are invited to use our three 
mystagogical questions to guide your reflection: 

• What did you notice? 
• What does it reveal to you/us (about God, Christ, the church, the liturgy …)? 
• What does it ask of you/us? 

http://mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters-part-2/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/51602-liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters-part-3-the-preparation-of-the-gifts/
https://universalis.com/20200712/mass.htm


The text viewed via the link below includes the rubrics. As we have noted previously, the text itself is not the 
liturgy. As you reflect on the following text imagine praying it as a member of the assembly. 

Click here to read Eucharistic Prayer III 

 

What did you notice? What is God revealing to you? Are we celebrants or consumers? 

As celebrants we ‘perceive and understand’ this to be our prayer, the prayer of the assembly. What did you 
notice about the language? It is all in the plural. It is ‘our duty and our salvation.’ ‘Therefore, O Lord, we 
humbly implore you …’ We ask for the gifts we have presented to be made holy through the 
Spirit!  ‘Therefore, O Lord as we celebrate the memorial …’. The opening dialogue demands that we lift up our 
hearts and give thanks to God. As a celebrant it is incumbent on me to fully, consciously and actively 
participate in this prayer because it is ours, and we have declared that it is ‘right and just’ that we do so! The 
presider may voice the prayer, but he does so in the name of all of us. (cf. GIRM a.78) 

As celebrants we ‘perceive and understand’ that we are offering ourselves through, with and in Christ and in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, so that we will be changed: (cf. GIRM a. 95) 

Look, we pray, upon the oblation (offering) of your Church 
and, recognising the sacrificial Victim by whose death 
you willed to reconcile us to yourself, 
grant that we, who are nourished 
by the Body and Blood of your Son 
and filled with his Holy Spirit, 
may become one body, one spirit in Christ. 

As celebrants we ‘perceive and understand’ that we are part of the offering. This is a terrifying thing to think 
about. Not only because I am laying myself bare to be changed by God, but because we are being made into 
a holy communion with all the implications of what it means to be a member of a community responsible for 
continuing God’s mission in the world? 

http://mnnews.today/media/2858500/liturgy-matters_200714_celebrants-or-consumers_it-matters_part-4_additional-text-ep.pdf


In reflecting on this I am reminded of my favourite quote from Annie Dillard 

Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one 
believe a word of it? The churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets, mixing up a 
batch of TNT to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet hats to church; we 
should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash 
us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake someday and take offense, or the waking god may draw us 
out to where we can never return. 

A lot of us have been reflecting on what we have missed by not being able to participate in the celebration of 
Eucharist. Many people talk about missing being able to receive communion.  Many talk about missing the 
community.  Many talk about missing both in equal measure. To be honest, what I miss is the opportunity of 
joining with my brothers and sisters in offering ourselves to God with Christ and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. I need to be shaped by our loving God.  I need to be shaped into community. What an opportunity God 
has given us to be able to join ourselves to Christ in the liturgy so we learn the steps of the paschal mystery in 
order to walk those paschal steps meaningfully every day.  We are the offering.  This is what I miss. 

What have you missed? What are you continuing to miss?  What are you reflecting on? Are we celebrants or 
consumers? It matters to us and more importantly it matters to the world. There is much to ponder. Much to 
see and to hear and to understand with our hearts that we might be converted and healed … as God revealed 
in Sunday’s gospel. 

In the next Liturgy Matters we will focus on the third of the four-part action – the Fraction Rite. 
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Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

16th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 13:24-43 - Shorter form
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Let them grow together until the harvest.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done 
this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, 
“No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and 
tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Wis 12:13.16-19
A reading from the book of Wisdom
In the place of sin, you give repentance.

There is no god, other than you, who cares for 
everything,

to whom you might have to prove that you never 
judged unjustly.

Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign 

power is questioned

and you expose the insolence of those who know 
it;

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in 
judgement,

you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your 

people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his 

fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5
R. Lord, you are good and forgiving.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
full of love to all who call.
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
and attend to the sound of my voice.   R.

All the nations shall come to adore you
and glorify your name, O Lord:
for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
you who alone are God.   R.

But you, God of mercy and compassion,
slow to anger, O Lord,
abounding in love and truth,
turn and take pity on me.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are the sower of good 
 seed:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you help us to grow and 
 ripen:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you gather us in for the 
 harvest:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 sow within us the Word of God,
 so that we may yield
 a plentiful harvest. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 8:26-27
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into 
words.

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea 
in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the 
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 13:24-43
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Let them grow together until the harvest.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?” “Some enemy has done 
this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?” But he said, 
“No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and 
tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’

He put another parable before them, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in 
its branches.’

He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.’

In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; 
indeed, he would never speak to them except in 
parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy:

I will speak to you in parables

and expound things hidden since the foundation 
of the world.

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; 
and his disciples came to him and said, ‘Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ 
He said in reply, ‘The sower of the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the 
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the 
darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and 
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. 
The Son of Man will send his angels and they will 
gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke 
offences and all who do evil, and throw them 
into the blazing furnace, where there will be 
weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous 
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 help us to hear your word
 and may it grow within us.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.
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Sunday 19 Jul 2020 

Sunday Prayer Service 

 
THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a 
cross. 
A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 
Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 
Lord Jesus, you are merciful to those who repent: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ Jesus, you summon us to listen to your word: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, your Spirit helps us in our weakness: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God 
in your heavenly kingdom  
you tend the soil and help the good seed to grow. 
May your Word bear fruit in us  
so that we will become 
messengers of your good news. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading 
Wis 12:13.16-19 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 
In the place of sin, you give repentance. 

There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything, 
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly. 
Your justice has its source in strength, 
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all. 
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned 
and you expose the insolence of those who know it; 
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement, 
you govern us with great lenience, 
for you have only to will, and your power is there. 
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people 
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men, 
and you have given your sons the good hope 
that after sin you will grant repentance. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 85:5-6. 9-10. 15-16. R. v.5 

(R.) Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,  
full of love to all who call. 
Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer 
and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.) 

 
2. All the nations shall come to adore you  

and glorify your name, O Lord: 
for you are great and do marvellous deeds, 
you who alone are God. (R.) 

 
 



Page | 4  
 

3. But you, God of mercy and compassion,  
slow to anger, O Lord, 
abounding in love and truth, 
turn and take pity on me. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 
Rom 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could never be put into words. 

The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For when we cannot choose words in order to 
pray properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into 
words, and God who knows everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he means, 
and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are according to the mind of God. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mt 13:24-43 
Let them grow together until the harvest. 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good 
seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy 
has done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it 
out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat 
with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: 
First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 
He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which a 
man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it 
is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so that the birds of the air come and shelter 
in its branches.’ 
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He told them another parable, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was leavened all through.’ 
In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables; indeed, he would never speak to them 
except in parables. This was to fulfill the prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; and his disciples came to him and said, 
‘Explain the parable about the darnel in the field to us.’ He said in reply, ‘The sower of the 
good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the good seed is the subjects of the 
kingdom; the darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy who sowed them, the devil; 
the harvest is the end of the world; the reapers are the angels. Well then, just as the darnel 
is gathered up and burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. The Son of Man will 
send his angels and they will gather out of his kingdom all things that provoke offences and 
all who do evil, and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth. Then the virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 

or 
Shorter form 

Mt 13:24-30 
Let them grow together until the harvest. 

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. While everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants went to him and said, “Sir, was it not good 
seed that you sowed in your field? If so, where does the darnel come from?” “Some enemy 
has done this” he answered. And the servants said, “Do you want us to go and weed it 
out?” But he said, “No, because when you weed out the darnel you might pull up the wheat 
with it. Let them both grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall say to the reapers: 
First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat into my 
barn.”’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 
A short period of reflection may be observed. 
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Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

 
Leader: Dear friends, with the Holy Spirit as our guide, let us bring our prayers before the 

Lord.  
 
Reader: That the Holy Church will remain true to Christ’s message of the coming kingdom.

  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That officers of justice and law enforcement will remember the ways of Jesus.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who are overwhelmed by life may find hope through the presence of the 

Holy Spirit.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will pray for patience in our faith as we wait for 

Christ’s kingdom.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick and housebound will find a renewed heart and spirit, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will live forever in the presence of the Lord, especially 

N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, you sustain us through your word.  Hear our prayers and help us to 

carry out your plan with patience and care as we wait for the coming kingdom.  
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE CONCLUDING RITE 
Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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