
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SEVENTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 26TH JULY 2020 

Today’s readings give us an opportunity to reflect on what really matters to us in life: what we seek, where we look for 
it, and whether we will nurture it when it appears. 
 
Since the beginning of time people have been looking for treasures in the fields, in the hills and under the sea. In one 
way or another, all of us are treasure hunters in the sense that we are looking for happiness. There is nothing wrong 
with this, as the   stories in today’s Gospel show. Christ loved searchers and had sympathy for 
those who were looking, even if they were looking in the wrong places and for the wrong things. 
 
Jesus was appealing for a change of mind and heart, a change of allegiance. He said to transfer 
your allegiance from one or other of the present kingdoms to the kingdom of God. Jesus told his 
disciples, although they lived in the world, they were not to subscribe to the values of the world. 
 
God has given us free will and treasures, both new and old, to help us protect each other, love 
each other, feel secure in the truth and act justly. But we need to know that the choices we make 
in regard to these things have implications for how we live now and in the future.  
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   26th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  28th July 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   2nd Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  4th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Due to the 4 square metre rule capacity 
limits no walk ins can be accepted to                   
register for services please call the Parish 
Office on 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm 
Mon to Fri by Thursday 2pm for Sunday 
Mass  and by Monday 12pm for Tuesday 
Mass. As we need to ask health, travel and              
contact questions we need everyone to 
call each week.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who 
are not online but would still like a bulletin 
please ask them to call the parish office. 
 
 

 



17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: REFLECTION  26th July 2020 
 

It has been said that the value of something can be measured by what we give up for it. Each of us places 

our own value on things – our treasure or pearl of great price will differ from those of our friends and fellow 

life travellers. If we needed to evacuate in an emergency situation, what would we choose to take with us?  If 

we were in a hotspot or Covid 19 cluster, what advice and precautions would we be prepared to follow? What 

guidelines do we have in place to ensure our safety in this pandemic? We might have similar but certainly not 

identical plans. 

In our readings this week there are three themes - Treasure, Delight and seeking Wisdom. The treasure is 

the extraordinary gift and promise of the Kingdom that comes from God; the delight is the joy that we experi-

ence when we realise that the treasure is ours, freely given to us by Christ. The third theme is using the gift of 

wisdom to respond to the treasure we receive. Jesus presents the Kingdom as a paradox – as ‘now but not 

yet’; as ‘present but future’. The Kingdom is likened to something of great value that is discovered but cannot 

be immediately grasped, the finder must go away and sell everything so that they can eventually come to pos-

sess the treasure they have discovered. 

In this way Jesus suggests that we can only ever catch glimpses of what it means to live in the Kingdom. 

Only in the future reality of heaven will we ever fully come to understand the Kingdom. However, those 

glimpses that we catch – those moments of inspiration and connection with God and with one another – are 

like the treasures of the parables. They are enough to inspire and delight us to do what it takes to make sure 

that we will journey into that Kingdom reality. 

The final parable of this gospel passage reveals yet another truth about the Kingdom. The dragnet thrown 

into the sea is like the message of Jesus – it is flung far and wide and does not discriminate about where it falls 

or on whom it falls. It is not up to the one who casts the net but rather it is up to each of us to wisely discern 

and determine how we will respond to receiving the Word, choosing to accept the invitation to journey into 

the Kingdom. 

If we read today's Gospel in a different way it can be a commentary on what God has done for us. Humani-

ty can be seen as the treasure in the field that God has sold everything to own. We are the pearl of great price 

that God has moved heaven and earth to possess and we are the fish caught up in the net of God's love. Our 

God is the one who became one like us, in Jesus, so that we might know, love and serve him. That's what to-

day's Gospel is all about. 

Jesus reminds his disciples that in glimpsing the things of heaven they have to be like the master of a 

household, providing protection, love, security and justice for all. God has given each of us free will and treas-

ures, both new and old, to help us protect each other, love each other, feel secure in the truth and act justly. 

We need to know, however, that the choices we make in regard to accepting the invitation to follow, have 

implications for how we live now and in the life to come. 

Daphne Peterson 



One in Christ 
It was a clear sunny morning with chill in the air in 

April as I navigated my way among the crowd in the 

Holy Trinity Square on my way to attend Easter 

Sunday High Mass at Matthias Church in Budapest, 

Hungary. 
ANH DINH PUBLISHED JULY 21, 2020 

Standing high on the Buda Hills which dot the Buda side of the city of Budapest, Matthias Church with its 
beautiful towering steeples, whilst severely damaged during World War II and subsequently restored, represents 
the beauty of Gothic architecture dating back to the 14th century. Matthias Church is also an important symbol of 
the history of Hungary and the Roman Catholic faith of the Hungarians. 

As I stepped slowly inside the Church, I was gradually consumed by a calm and peaceful atmosphere. Not only 
was this a feeling due to the environment I was in, but also an internal Light lit up inside me that remained with 
me the entire duration of the High Mass. The church was packed with mostly local people of various ages from 
young children to the aged and fragile. Of course, as you would expect, the service was in Hungarian, a 
language I am yet to learn. 

As the service continued on, the internal Light in me got stronger and I felt the presence of God in the middle of 
the Church. We praised and worshipped Him with our hymns as if the singing of the church choir had joined with 
the voices of the angels in heaven. He touched everyone of us who were in the Church. The Holy Spirit spoke to 
me during the service showing me the beauty of His creation, and His blessings on His children over 
generations. It was as if all of us who were at the service were sitting at the table with our Lord whose love has 
triumphed over all things by His death and resurrection. 

As the Mass was concluding, and people beginning to leave the church, a large group of young children came 
running from the back of the Church, down the main aisle heading towards the alter where the Priest was 
standing with his arms wide open, a gentle smile on his face waiting for the little ones. As I watched this beautiful 
sight, I wondered if spiritually during the service was I one of His children running towards God, our Father. 

As a country, Hungary suffered terribly from major events of the 20th century including World War I, World War II, 
and the subsequent occupations. Such hardship caused by the fascist and the communists appears to be still 
etched in the memory of the older generation. The pain of those times can still be felt via their unspoken facial 
expressions. Sitting among the congregation, I told myself that it was their faith in Christ that carried the 
Hungarians through these seasons. And now I am witnessing their faith having been passed onto their next 
generation. I treasure this experience of being in God’s presence among other brothers and sisters in Christ, 
who worship in a different language, in a beautiful Church with historical significance. We all united in the 
presence of God. 

This experience has also added to my faith journey in seeing and admiring more deeply the beauty of God’s 
creation. As cities grow larger and larger, the backdrop of nature still remains in all of its beauty. As we admire 
famous paintings, the colours of every sunset and sunrise are unique and skilfully painted by our Master. As I 
watch the sun rising and setting over the Danube River as it winds its way through Budapest, I am in awe of the 
Creator. 

My faith journey has shown me that God is present and speaks to us. And I believe that He also listens. As I am 
writing this, my heart rejoices as I am telling Him that I appreciate His creation and am declaring His love, mercy 
and faithfulness. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

http://mnnews.today/authors/anh-dinh/
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


VIDEOS OF MASS 
We will be recording  our parish Masses and uploading them 
to the parish website generally the day after i.e. Sunday Mass 
will be uploaded on Monday. They can be viewed at https://
www.vianneymorisset.org/mass-videos  
 
TRUTH AND TRUSTWORTHINESS MUST BE GUARANTEED 
Honesty and trust are fundamental to the operation of our 
social, economic and political institutions. Half-truths, lies and 
slander gone viral can harm the solidarity of a people,                  
particularly during important periods like election campaigns. 
Our right to truthful information and trustworthy                            
broadcasting requires greater regulation of digital platforms, 
with sanctions for the spread of fake, divisive and offensive 
content. 
Call on leaders in the news industry and our governments to 
support robust and independent journalism. 
Write to your local member about the responsibility of the 
Federal Government to support and promote the role of the 
public broadcaster. 
Counter half-truths and misinformation by providing accurate 
information from reputable sources. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM 
For parent’s who are seeking “A New Life in Christ” through 
baptism for their children, the first step is completing our 
parish’s baptism preparation program . Our program is run 
over 2 sessions with the next program being as follows:                
Session 1 on Sunday 2nd August and Session 2 on Sunday 9th 
August both will be held in the Callinan Centre commencing at 
11am. Due to COVID restrictions you will need to book by 
contacting the Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 Mon-Fri                    
between 9am and 2pm. 
 
SPECIAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (SRE)  
Is an important ministry within our Diocese which supports 
parents, students, clergy and parishes in the religious                      
education of approximately 2500 students attending                        
government schools. 
The SRE ministry exists to promote the Kingdom of God on 
earth through parishes, into schools and homes, by                               
proclaiming Christ’s Gospel of justice, peace, love and                     
forgiveness. 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has had an impact on this ministry. 
On March 23 the NSW Department of Education provided 
advice that all SRE was to pause. As we emerge out of                       
restrictions SRE is now allowed back in schools from the                    
beginning of Term 3. The current concern is many of those 
involved in the SRE ministry fit into the vulnerable category 
according to the NSW Health guidelines and the AHPPC          
guidelines. 
We need your help! 
Do you have a calling to spread the good news and joy of the 
Gospels to children in 2020? 
Are you able to be there to support the children in the SRE 
classroom and the Catechists who are unable to return? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lONdRTBJwxo&feature=youtu.be- Be There for Me             
Campaign 
Can you assist with Special Religious Education in the short 
and/or long term? 
For more information on how to become a trained Special 
Religious Educator visit https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/childrens-ministries/sre-scripture/ 

2019/2020 PLANNED GIVING TAX RECEIPTS 
For those who requested tax receipts for their last financial 
year contributions to planned giving they were mailed out 
on Thursday this week. 
 
IMPLEMENT THESE STRATEGIES FOR STABILITY 
Making sense of an unstable environment and managing the 
resulting emotions can be difficult and confronting. 
GERARD OGLE PUBLISHED JULY 15, 2020 
The sense of feeling exhausted and overwhelmed by all that 
we are faced with can cause us to feel numb, anxious or off-
kilter. Recognise the feeling? If you do, chances are you’re 
not alone. 
Summer in Australia is associated with long, hot days. Swim-
ming pools are a source of relief for weary bodies. Shopping 
centres and their air-conditioning units are lifesavers when 
trying to escape the heat. And the promise of the “southerly 
change” to blow in cool air is eagerly anticipated. But these 
options largely provide physical relief for tired bodies. 
These past few months have been characterised by pro-
longed drought conditions and water-restrictions in Austral-
ia. They were followed by catastrophic bushfires, and then, 
the coronavirus swept the globe. COVID-19 has inflicted 
damage to the global economy, life and well-being, as well 
as our sense of mental well-being. As a result, emotions such 
as anger, fear and anxiety have been triggered in many of 
us. And now in Australia, society is slowly reopening. But 
with reopening comes the inevitable anxiety associated with 
entering the unknown. 
The challenge of navigating uncertainty, and the emotions 
that we are faced with often leave us feeling jerked around. 
So how then do we remain sufficiently in control to provide 
a sense of stability for those around us, as well as ensuring 
that we are able to step out into the world with a degree of 
peace of mind? Some strategies can be implemented to help 
you on this journey of regaining a sense of emotional peace 
and stability. Read the full story at http://mnnews.today/
aurora/july-2020/51886-implement-these-strategies-for-
stability/  

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Clipsham J France 

PSALMIST: 9.30 K Amon U France 

SERVERS 9.30 J France M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 U France M Clipsham 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 J Hutchins 
M Foo 

M Foo 
M Foo 

HOST: 9.30 J Douglas H White 

USHERS: 9.30 R Hay 
T Alexander 

L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

CLEANERS: 9.30 M McFarlane R Hay 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
For Planned Giving  and the Second Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 plus 2nd Collection or 
5004 PG plus envelope number if it is for planned giving. 
For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname or 5016 plus First Collection. 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE— 26TH JULY 
SAINT MARTHA— 29TH JULY 
SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA— 31ST JULY 
SAINT ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI— 1ST AUGUST 
SAINT DOMINIC— 3RD AUGUST 
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY— 4TH AUGUST 
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD— 6TH AUGUST 
SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS— MARY MACKILLOP— 8TH AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop,                        
Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Margaret Norris 
Remembrance: Mary Fegredo, Bill Bond, Ted Nowak. 



Sunday Readings

17th Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 13:44-52
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off 
happy, sells everything he owns and buys the 
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of 
great value he goes and sells everything he 
owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 
cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all 
kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it 
ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good 
ones in a basket and throw away those that 
are no use. This is how it will be at the end of 
time: the angels will appear and separate the 
wicked from the just to throw them into the 
blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe 
who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who brings out 
from his storeroom things both new and old.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   1 Kgs 3:5.7-12
A reading from the first book of Kings
You have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and 
said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give you.’ 
Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made 
your servant king in succession to David my 
father. But I am a very young man, unskilled 
in leadership. Your servant finds himself in 
the midst of this people of yours that you have 
chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot 
be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 
heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this people 
of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord 
that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since 
you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not 
asked for long life for yourself or riches or the 
lives of your enemies, but have asked for a 
discerning judgement for yourself, here and now 
I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise and 
shrewd as none before you has had and none 
will have after you.’

This is the word of the Lord.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the  
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you reveal to us all that is  
 hidden: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you offer us treasure 
 beyond worth: 
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you call us to your  
 kingdom:  
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus,  
 show us the way to your kingdom 
 and fill us with your love. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc,  
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97
R. Lord, I love your commands.

My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
is to obey your word.
The law from your mouth means more to me
than silver and gold.   R.

Let your love be ready to console me
by your promise to your servant.
Let your love come to me and I shall live
for your law is my delight.   R.

That is why I love your commands
more than finest gold.
That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
I hate false ways.    R.

Your will is wonderful indeed;
therefore I obey it.
The unfolding of your word gives light
and teaches the simple.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 8:28-30
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
He predestined us to become true images of his Son.

We know that by turning everything to their good 
God co-operates with all those who love him, 
with all those that he has called according to his 
purpose. They are the ones he chose specially 
long ago and intended to become true images of 
his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of 
many brothers. He called those he intended for 
this; those he called he justified, and with those 
he justified he shared his glory.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 13:44-52
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
He sells everything he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off 
happy, sells everything he owns and buys the 
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of 
great value he goes and sells everything he 
owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 
cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all 
kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it 
ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good 
ones in a basket and throw away those that 
are no use. This is how it will be at the end of 
time: the angels will appear and separate the 
wicked from the just to throw them into the 
blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ 
And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe 
who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of 
heaven is like a householder who brings out 
from his storeroom things both new and old.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 through your life and resurrection 
 you have revealed to us the  
 Kingdom of God. 
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Year A 

Sunday 26 Jul 2020 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle 
and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 

Opening Rite 
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LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you help us to discern what is right: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, your word is worth more than silver or gold: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you promise us a share in your glory: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God most holy 

your gifts are all around us 

but we do not always see them. 

Help us to seek your goodness   

and follow where you lead, 

for your love for us is the greatest gift of all.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ,   

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 
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1 Kgs 3:5.7-12 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 
You have asked for wisdom. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to 

give you.’ Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in 

succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. 

Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, 

a people so many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 

heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, for who could govern 

this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have 

asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not asked for long 

life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a 

discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a 

heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you.’ 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97 

(R.)  Lord, I love your commands. 
1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord,  

is to obey your word. 

The law from your mouth means more to me 

than silver and gold. (R.) 

 

2. Let your love be ready to console me  

by your promise to your servant. 

Let your love come to me and I shall live 

for your law is my delight. (R.) 

 

 

3. That is why I love your commands  

more than finest gold. 

That is why I rule my life by your precepts: 

I hate false ways. (R.) 
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4. Your will is wonderful indeed;  

therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light 

and teaches the simple. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

Rom 8:28-30 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
He predestined us to become true images of his Son. 

We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those 

who love him, with all those that he has called according to his purpose. They are 

the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, 

so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he intended 

for this; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 13:44-52 

He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field 

which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he 

owns and buys the field. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 

finds one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. 

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul 

of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they 

collect the good ones in a basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how 

it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the 

just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and 

grinding of teeth. 
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‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Well, then, 

every scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder 

who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old.’ 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q.  Why did the man who found the treasure in the field have to hide it again 

rather than keep it? 

Q.  What argument might be made that the explanation of the third parable is an 

editorial addition? 

Q.  How does this passage speak to our modern reality that not everyone accepts 

the message of Jesus? 

Q.  Who do you know who has discovered the ‘great treasure’ and done all they 

could to gain it? 
 

 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dear friends, in faith we bring our prayers before the Lord.  

Reader: That our Holy Father Pope N. will lead God’s people with wisdom and truth.

  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That like Solomon, leaders of nations will have the courage to govern with 

justice.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who deny the faith will be turned to God by the image of Christ’s 

glory.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord,hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will put aside worldly possessions and search 

for the kingdom of heaven.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick will find comfort in the word of God, especially N. 
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will dwell in the kingdom of heaven forever, 

especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Loving God, you teach us of heaven’s treasures.  Hear our prayers and help 

us put aside our own gain as we wait for life eternal in your kingdom.  We 

ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
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All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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