
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST 2020 

 
In the Gospel today, Jesus shows his compassion for the people by healing their sick , and giving them food to eat. The 
Gospel tells us of the feeding of 5,000 plus: ‘They all ate as much as they wanted’. Some people say that the real miracle 
is not Jesus’ ability to multiply  loaves and fishes , but his ability to get the people to share what little food they had.                                 
 
The hunger in our world today is all too real and painful. But there are other hungers too! . Hunger for peace and 
security, hunger for help and comfort in difficulties, and the deepest of all, the hunger for happiness.  
 
To live as a Christian in our world today ,and walk in the Christian way is a challenge, and 
removes many of our options and choices.  We can admire Jesus for what he did, but we  must 
go beyond admiration and become willing to ‘go and do likewise’.   
 
Being followers of Jesus does not mean we have to work miracles as he did, but to adopt his 
attitudes as expressed in todays story.                                                
 
 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   2nd Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  4th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   9th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  11th Aug 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Due to the 4 square metre rule capacity 
limits no walk ins can be accepted to                   
register for services please call the Parish 
Office on 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm 
Mon to Fri by Thursday 2pm for Sunday 
Mass  and by Monday 1pm for Tuesday 
Mass. As we need to ask health, travel and              
contact questions we need everyone to 
call each week.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who 
are not online but would still like a bulletin 
please ask them to call the parish office. 
 
 

 



‘FRIDAY “FISH AND CHIP” NIGHT- the fish and the bread’- Fr Kevin 

In the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s Friday night dinner around the country was most likely “fish and chips” night. This was 

something people did. Many probably didn’t realise it was a centuries old part of a penance- not eating red                      

meat- on Friday, the day that Jesus died. 

Looking back, Friday night was for my family- then about 6 siblings- a real informal family-night. Not much fuss. 

Mum didn’t have to do any cooking- and Friday night was “pay night.” The ‘working man (mostly men then) got 

their weekly pay packet Fridays. With money available, it was down to “Seagulls” fish and chip shop at 5.30 pm. 

Always a crowd inside waiting to order. I would get a thrill to put my order in (on behalf of the family), and order 

“10 Bob’s worth of chips, please”- which is a bit like ordering $20 + worth of chips today. The other customers 

were amazed. 

My dad would often buy fresh caught mullet from the local fisherman, up at Fern Bay. He would clean them in 

the backyard. The would be fried, and then dinner would be had. mullet and chips, and 8-9 family seated around 

the table- there was always a plate with sliced bread on the table! 

Almost every Friday meal, someone would get a fishbone-caught in their throat. They would gag; go a bit red in 

the face and look with horror at my mother who would order “quick! Give him some bread; quick eat that piece of 

bread” He or she would swallow the dry bread down and the bone would be dislodged… and we would get on the 

with the dinner. Occasionally, we would hit the jackpot and have two near choking experiences on the one Friday!  

In retrospect, I would easily pay $1,000 to have a video of one of those Friday evening family meals! The very 

gift of family; of togetherness; of being provided for and cared for… the sharing of life together. When we think 

about it, this is not just special, not just precious; the gift of life and of loved shared is something sacred. 

I think that this sense of the gift of togetherness must have touched the many people that day who sat on the 

hillside and shared the meal which Jesus provided. We can imagine that many there that day would have felt                 

welcomed, cared for, and loved. They had already gathered around him and had their hearts warmed and their 

hopes renewed by being in Jesus’ presence and listening to his words. In response to their need, he then provided 

all of them with food! They must have felt very thankful. The New Testament- first written largely in Greek- has 

the word ‘eucharist’ which means ‘to give thanks.’ This is our original word for the Mass- the Eucharist.  

I doubt if my mum and dad would have thought all those years ago, that providing the family togetherness 

times of meals was in fact teaching us about the Eucharist. They gave us food, but their real gift was their love, 

and the giving of their lives to work to provide for our food and our needs. And the Gospel today has the author 

shaping this favourite story of Jesus’ love and kindness to point to that Last Supper- where Jesus did actually give 

the gift of his very Self in the form of food. Do you notice that in the loaves and fishes story, Jesus ‘took’ ‘blest’ 

‘broke’ and’ ‘gave’- the very words used at the Last Supper? And he said for us to continue to ‘do this.’ Every Mass 

we celebrate then, is Jesus continuing to be with us in love, giving his own self to us in the form of food. It’s a 

wonderful thing then to understand that the Eucharist is Jesus giving the key message of love- that He is with us 

always, always. In this very needy moment in human history, we pray every day for humanity to receive the helps 

needed, and to be reassured of the ‘loving kindness of the heart of our God’. 



ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED 
As per the new NSW Government COVID-19 Safety Plan                     
guidelines we are asking those who are able to make their 
donations to the 1st and 2nd Collections or contributions to 
planned giving electronically please do so.  We greatly                   
appreciate those who are already doing this. If you are               
moving from envelopes to depositing via Internet Banking or 
Electronic Funds Transfer please contact the parish office to 
obtain an electronic giver number (all electronic giver         
numbers are 3 digits and start with a 5). 
Bank Account Details For the Second Collection and              
Planned Giving: 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 plus 2nd Collection or 
5004 PG plus envelope number if it is for planned giving. 
Bank Account Details For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname or 5016 plus First Collection. 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit             
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
Please note that the 1st Collection supports the Clergy of the 
Diocese and is sent to the MCCF, the 2nd Collection and 
planned giving supports the mission of the parish and goes 
into to the  parish account. 
 
ST JOHN VIANNEY 
This Tuesday 4th August is the Feast of St John Vianney,                
Patron Saint of our Parish and Parish School. 
Jean-Marie Vianney, (8 May 1786 – 4 August 1859),                        
commonly known in English as Saint John Vianney, was a 
French parish priest who is venerated as a saint and as the 
patron saint of parish priests. 
Because of the French Revolution, John Vianney received little 
education. During this time, he was forced to make his first 
communion secretly and was impressed by the heroism of the 
nuns and priests who risked their lives for their faith. He felt 
called to pursue the priesthood but struggled with Latin and 
needed private tutoring to supplement his lack of formal                 
education. His studies were interrupted when he was drafted 
into Napoleons armies in 1809. He was separated from his 
draft group and ended up in a rural village with several army 
deserters, where he was forced to hide until the decree of 
amnesty for all deserters in 1810.  
He was ordained in 1815 and was made assistant priest at 
Écully, France. In 1818 he became Parish Priest of the small 
village of Ars. He was known for his devotion to the Virgin 
Mary and to St. Philomena and was dedicated to the                               
sacrament of reconciliation (confession) for his parishioners.  
By 1827 Ars had become a pilgrimage site, and, every year 
from 1845 until Vianney’s death, on 4th August 1859, about 
20,000 persons visited Ars to see Vianney and specially to 
make their confession to him. He spent as many as 12 or 15 
hours daily in his confessional. He was canonised in 1925 by 
Pope Pius X1. 
 

ST MARY  OF THE CROSS MACKILLOP 
Saturday 8th August is the Feast of St Mary of the Cross 
Mackillop, Australia’s first Saint. 
Our parish has a connection with Mary, as she established a 
school in the church at Cooranbong in 1880, with an                   
enrollment of 80 pupils. The Sisters of St Joseph acquired 
land on Matthews Valley Rd around the corner from                       
Martinsville Rd and erected a two-story house costing $760. 
At the time Martinsville Rd was Cooranbong’s central                    
business area. Mary visited Cooranbong on several                          
occasions checking on the welfare of her sisters. 
With the construction of the Sydney – Newcastle rail line 
passing through Morisset in preference to Cooranbong, the 
numbers of children attending the Cooranbong convent/
school dropped dramatically and the school closed in 1896. 
 
NOTICE FOR THE FEAST OF MARY MACKILLOP 
On the Feast Day of Mary MacKillop Saturday August 8th 
2020, Mary MacKillop Place will be closed. Mass in the Mary 
MacKillop Memorial Chapel will be livestreamed at 10:00am 
on August 8th, followed by a time of prayer at the tomb. 
For further information and updates go to: https://
www.marymackillopplace.org.au/chapel/the-mary-
mackillop-memorial-chapel/ 
 
THIS WEEK’S DIOCESE WEEKLY HIGHLIGHT: THE GETTING 
OF WISDOM 
Craig Duncan is a proud Gamilaraay man whose openness, 
broad smile and hearty laugh create a compelling presence. 
He's also a passionate advocate for equality, shared                        
perspectives and conversations. Read his story in the July 
Aurora  or online at: http://mnnews.today/aurora/july-
2020/51959-the-getting-of-wisdom/  
 
VIDEOS OF OUR COMMUNITY MASSES AND LITURGIES 
We will be recording  our parish Masses and uploading them 
to the parish website generally the day after i.e. Sunday 
Mass will be uploaded on Monday. They can be viewed at     
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/mass-videos  and 
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/liturgy-videos  

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 J France M Foo 

PSALMIST: 9.30 U France M Clipsham 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 M Clipsham J France 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

PRE-ENTRY 
CHECKS: 

9.30 M Foo 
M Foo 

L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

HOST: 9.30 H White J Hutchins 

USHERS: 9.30 L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

K Lendon 
G Hutchinson 

CLEANERS: 9.30 R Hay M McFarlane 



 
LITURGY MATTERS: Celebrants or Consumers? It 

matters! Part 5: The Fraction Rite 

Well we’ve made it to the Fraction Rite! We’ve taken bread and wine.  We’ve blessed 

bread and wine. And now it is time for the bread to be broken and the wine poured out 

for the life of the world.  What do we think we are doing when we celebrate ‘The 

Fraction Rite’? Are we celebrants or consumers? The answer matters. 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED JULY 28, 2020 

Once again you might like to take a moment to gather your reflections from 
the first, second, third and fourth articles in this series. It is important to remember that the Fraction Rite is the 
third part of the four-part eucharistic action: take – bless – break – give. It is important to remember that this 
action is a response to the Word of God we have heard, a word inviting us this week to imagine what the 
kingdom of heaven is like and to ‘listen anyone who has ears’. (Mt 13: 24-43) 

So, guided by our three mystagogical questions, let us listen to the scripture and liturgical texts, and to our 
experience of the Fraction Rite: 

• What do you notice? 
• What does it reveal to you/us (about God, Christ, the church, the liturgy …)? 
• What does it ask of you/us? 

The Fraction Rite – or the ‘Fraction of the bread’ as it is referred to in the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM) – is part of the Communion Rite. The entire Communion Rite is about unity: a unity characterised 
by forgiveness, freedom, and peace; a unity found in Christ and shared with our brothers and sisters. The 
Communion Rite flows as follows: 

The Lord’s Prayer 
The Rite of Peace 
The Fraction of the Bread 
Communion 
Prayer After Communion 

http://mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/51482-liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters-part-2/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/51602-liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters-part-3-the-preparation-of-the-gifts/
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/51877-liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters-part-4-the-eucharistic-prayer/
https://catholic.org.au/images/Sixteenth_Sunday_in_Ordinary_Time_Prayer_Resources.pdf


In explaining the meaning of the Fraction Rite, the GIRM (a. 83) references the following scripture reading which 
is proclaimed on the Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ (A). 

The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread that we break is a 
communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one loaf means that, though there are many of us, 
we form a single body because we all have a share in this one loaf. 

(1 Cor 10:16-17) 

The difficulty we face in appreciating the profound meaning of this simple and pithy rite is the poverty of the 
symbols and our ritual enactment of the rite. The signs are barely perceptible to the senses. To a large degree 
they have been compromised by the Church itself. A seeming fear about ensuring respect for the body and 
blood of Christ on the altar has resulted in a lack of concern and respect for the body of Christ gathered around 
the altar. 

As the scripture indicates, the meaning of the rite is to be found in ONE loaf broken and ONE cup poured out 
and shared. Interestingly, the GIRM (a. 321) also says that the bread is to have the appearance of food – a sign 
perceptible to our senses. Yet our common practice is to use multiple single hosts that lack any resemblance to 
food, and multiple chalices which are on the altar from the preparation of the gifts. In the previous rendition of the 
Missal the multiple chalices were brought to the altar during the Fraction Rite. 

What can we do to strengthen our symbols and rituals so they can carry the great mystery of unity and love they 
are meant to reveal, and facilitate our participation as celebrants not consumers? 

At the very least we could use large scored hosts that not only need to be broken into many pieces, but also 
have the appearance of being broken off something larger. We would eliminate the less common practice of 
some presiders using a ‘presider’s host’ that is not shared with any of the Assembly. Such a practice suggests 
the presider is separate to the Assembly, apart from the one body of Christ. In the absence of one loaf it would 
be helpful to use only one paten, big enough to hold many larger hosts that need to be broken. Any of these 
actions would go some way to helping the Fraction Rite become a sign perceptible to our senses and so enable 
us to become celebrants rather than consumers. 

Essentially the Fraction Rite is a visual rite. The meaning is to be perceived in what we see.  The action of the 
breaking is what drives the rite. Yes, it is accompanied by the ‘Lamb of God’ but the ‘Lamb of God’ is not the 
driver. It only begins when the presider is ready to begin the fraction of the bread. This ordering of the Fraction 
Rite is indicated by a simple word in the rubrics, ‘meanwhile’.  ‘Meanwhile the following is sung or said’ (Missal a. 
130)    

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 

One final comment on the ritual action: there is no reference to the tabernacle in the Fraction Rite, neither in the 
rite as it is outlined in the Missal, nor in its GIRM.  The tabernacle has no place in the celebration of Mass and so 
it has no place in the Fraction Rite.  The altar is the focus.  The people are fed from the altar with the bread and 
wine they have presented – the fruit of the earth and the work of their human hands. (GIRM a.  85) 

How do we participate in the Fraction Rite as celebrants rather than consumers? To a significant degree this is 
dependent on how the presider celebrates this rite. It would help if: 

• large easily broken hosts were used 
• as far as possible, there are enough ‘hosts’ to feed everyone present 
• the tabernacle was only used in an emergency 
• the rite began only after the Sign of Peace is complete, silence has fallen, and the attention of the 

assembly is focused on the action at the altar. 

It would also help if music ministers appreciated that the ‘Lamb of God’ accompanies the action of breaking the 
bread and they take their cue to begin from the presider. 



It is up to us as members of the Assembly to be fully attentive to this action as we join our voices to the ‘Lamb of 
God’. We bring our awareness that this rite expresses our deep unity with Christ and each other. This is a unity 
so profound that, with Christ, we are broken open and poured out in love for the life of the world. New life comes 
from death. This is what the symbols are meant to reveal so that we are well disposed to give our AMEN as we 
receive communion. 

The breaking of the bread is a critical and essential part of the eucharistic action. Indeed, as the GIRM (a. 83) 
reminds us, in the early Church it was the name used for the celebration of eucharist.  The disciples on the road 
to Emmaus recognised Jesus in the breaking of the bread. It was and remains THE sign. Because of that sign 
they turned around. 

What are you pondering? What do you think we are doing when we celebrate the Fraction Rite? What would 
help you engage with this rite more meaningfully? To what change is God calling you, both in the way you 
participate in the celebration of The Fraction Rite at Mass and live the mystery it reveals every day? Where and 
how are you being broken open and poured out in love? The Fraction Rite is rehearsing us for these ‘broken 
open’ and ‘poured out’ experiences in life. 

The world needs us to be celebrants of the liturgy because society needs people who know deep within that 
fullness of life in not to be found in being a consumer.     

You might like to: 

• watch a short video on the Fraction Rite featuring Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 
• watch a video demonstrating the use of large scored hosts. 
• read the ‘Diocesan Guidance on the Communion Rite at Mass’. This document is being revised in light of 

conversations across the diocesan community last year. The updated version will be available soon. 
• Reflect on St Augustine’s famous homily ‘Your own mystery’. 
• Listen to the hymn, ‘In the breaking of the bread’ by Chris Ward or ‘Behold the Lamb of God’ by the St 

Louise Jesuits. 

In the next Liturgy Matters we will focus on the fourth of the four-part action – Communion. 

Acknowledgements 

Prayers and references to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal ¬are from the English Translation of the 
Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 
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Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaQ-zuxIM_0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-_ltUqQWoI0&t=6s
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/3796/23558-dio_liturgy_communion-rite-guidelines_lr-for-email.pdf
http://mnnews.today/media/2858639/liturgy-matters_200714_celebrants-or-consumers_it-matters_part-5_addtional-reference-st-augustine.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=59vUI9G_XkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLvY6ugaJd8
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ALPHONSUS MARY DE LIGUORI— 1ST AUGUST 
SAINT DOMINIC— 3RD AUGUST 
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY— 4TH AUGUST 
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD— 6TH AUGUST 
SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS— MARY MACKILLOP— 8TH AUGUST 
SAINT LAWRENCE— 10TH AUGUST 
SAINT CLARE— 11TH AUGUST 
THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 15TH AUGUST 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
June Purcill, Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop,                        
Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Ted Nowak. 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

18th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 14:13-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
They all ate and were satisfied.

When Jesus received the news of John the 
Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely 
place where they could be by themselves. But 
the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, 
went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore 
he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them 
and healed their sick.

When evening came, the disciples went to him 
and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time 
has slipped by; so send the people away, and 
they can go to the villages to buy themselves 
some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need 
for them to go: give them something to eat 
yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with 
us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here 
to me,’ he said. He gave orders that the people 
were to sit down on the grass; then he took the 
five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to 
heaven and said the blessing. And breaking 
the loaves he handed them to his disciples who 
gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much 
as they wanted, and they collected the scraps 
remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate 
numbered about five thousand men, to say 
nothing of women and children.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Is 55:1-3
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Hasten and eat.

Thus says the Lord:
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me and you will have good things 

to eat
and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David.

This is the word of the Lord.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you heal us when we are 
 sick:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you feed us when we are 
 hungry:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you give us everything we 
 need:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 may our hearts be filled
 with compassion and love
 as we reach out to others in need.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16
R. The hand of the Lord feeds us:
       he answers all our needs.

The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures.    R.

The eyes of all creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live.  R.

The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
call on him from their hearts.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading   Rom 8:35. 37-39
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ.

Nothing can come between us and the love of 
Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or 
being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, 
or being threatened or even attacked. These 
are the trials through which we triumph, by the 
power of him who loved us.

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no 
angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still 
to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor 
any created thing, can ever come between us 
and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 14:13-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
They all ate and were satisfied.

When Jesus received the news of John the 
Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely 
place where they could be by themselves. But 
the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, 
went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore 
he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them 
and healed their sick.

When evening came, the disciples went to him 
and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time 
has slipped by; so send the people away, and 
they can go to the villages to buy themselves 
some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need 
for them to go: give them something to eat 
yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with 
us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here 
to me,’ he said. He gave orders that the people 
were to sit down on the grass; then he took the 
five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to 
heaven and said the blessing. And breaking 
the loaves he handed them to his disciples who 
gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much 
as they wanted, and they collected the scraps 
remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate 
numbered about five thousand men, to say 
nothing of women and children.
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 your words are like food
 when we are hungry.
 May your wisdom always sustain us.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle 
and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 
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Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

OPENING RITE 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, nothing can ever come between us and your love: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you show compassion to those in need: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you satisfy the hungry heart: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of all goodness, 

your creation fills the earth 

and you answer the prayers of all who trust in you. 

Turn us away from storing earthly riches 

and help us to seek heavenly treasures that last forever. 

 We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 
All: 

Amen. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

Is 55:1-3 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Hasten and eat. 

Thus says the Lord: 

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 

though you have no money, come! 

Buy corn without money, and eat, 

and, at no cost, wine and milk. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

your wages on what fails to satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat 

and rich food to enjoy. 

Pay attention, come to me; 

listen, and your soul will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant 

out of the favours promised to David. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 144:8-9. 15-18. R. v.16 

 

(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us: 

he answers all our needs. 

 

1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  

slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

compassionate to all his creatures. (R.) 

 

2. The eyes of all creatures look to you  

and you give them their food in due time. 

You open wide your hand, 

grant the desires of all who live. (R.) 

 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways  

and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him, 

call on him from their hearts. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

Rom 8:35. 37-39 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
No creature can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ. 

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or 

worried, or being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or 

even attacked. These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him 

who loved us. 

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that 

exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created 

thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mt 14:13-21 

They all ate and were satisfied. 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a 

lonely place where they could be by themselves. But the people heard of this and, 

leaving the towns, went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large 

crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick. 

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and 

the time has slipped by; so send the people away, and they can go to the villages to 

buy themselves some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give 

them something to eat yourselves.’ But they answered, ‘All we have with us is five 

loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them here to me,’ he said. He gave orders that the 

people were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, 

raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he handed 

them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as they 

wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate 

numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children. 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 

 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What is the difference between the reaction of the disciples and the reaction of 

Jesus to the crowd? 

Q. When have you had to respond to the needs of others when you just wanted 

time alone? 

Q. When have you experienced a ‘Eucharistic’ meal outside the context of the Mass? 

Q. How do the words of Jesus, ‘Give them something to eat yourselves’, speak to us 

today? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dear friends, with faith in the love of Christ, we bring our prayers before 

the Lord.  

 

Reader: That the holy Church will make God’s love visible to all through the Body 

and Blood of Christ.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That bishops and priests who minister the Eucharist will sustain all in their 

flock.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That organisations and agencies who provide relief will be supported in 

feeding and clothing the poor.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the ministers and sacristans of our parish who prepare for the 

Eucharist will be blessed by God’s abundant love.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will find healing in the bread of life, 

especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who have died will live in the love of God forever, especially N.

  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Loving God, you provide for all your people.  Hear our prayers and 

strengthen our faith as we are nourished by you through your word and 

the Eucharist.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 

 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 
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in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 

and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 

Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 

in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 

(ICEL). All rights reserved 
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