
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
Today’s parable of the two sons, was addressed to the chief priests and elders of the people. Its purpose 

was to defend Jesus’ invitation of sinners and outcasts to the Kingdom, in the face of sneers of the religious 
establishment. The parable also echoes the split in a person between saying and doing. 

 
There are two words we use very frequently, often several times in a day. They are very small words but 

very important ones. Sometimes an awful lot hang on them. They are the words ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.  
 
Jesus points out, that our behavior should align with our beliefs. His implication was 

that saying the right thing, following the rubrics, can become nothing more than a 
facade, leaving people who look good, but accomplish nothing for God.  

 
We must, therefore, constantly examine ourselves. We must try to turn our 

promises into fulfilment and our words into deeds. Every day we can turn one of 
yesterday’s ‘Nos’ into one of today’s ‘Yeses’. 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   27th Sept 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  29th Sept 9.00am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   4th Oct  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  6th Oct 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Please note Mass Time change for 
this coming Tuesday only due to 
Clergy and Parish Leaders Retreat 
 
EVERYONE who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book 
in  each week this is due to the        
governments 4 square  metre rule 
which limits our capacity to only 40 
the last thing we want to do is turn 
people away because they didn’t 
register and we are at full capacity . 
To book for services please call the 
Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 by 
Thursday 2pm for Weekend                 
Services  and by Monday 12pm for 
Tuesday Mass. Parish Office Hours 
are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see 
a priest please contact Fr Kevin on  
02 4973 1537 . 

 



2021 LITURGICAL YEAR B BOOK ORDERS 
The parish will be placing an order for Liturgical                
publications for the 2021 Year B  Liturgical year. If you 
would like to order any of the following books please       
contact the parish office by Friday 16th October. 
Ordo      $14 
Break Open the Word $25 
God’s Word 2021 Daily Reflections & Liturgical Diary $20 
St Paul’s Sunday Missal Complete $40 

 
NEWS FROM DIO LITURGY OFFICE 
Communion Rite pastoral guidance update: After a              
series of community engagements last year, this             
guidance document has been updated. Helpful                         
information for ministers and those receiving                        
Communion. The Second Edition is now available on the 
diocesan website www.mn.catholic.org.au - search 
‘diocesan liturgical guidelines’. 
Review of Confirmation pastoral guidance: If you are             
involved in preparing or celebrating Confirmation your 
input is invaluable for the upcoming review of the                        
current guidance document. A mix of CovidSafe              
gatherings (physical and online) will be available during 
October. Read more at www.mnnews.today under 
‘Liturgy Matters’ It’s time to talk about Confirmation. 
Perpetual Day of Remembrance 2020 - online survey: 
Your feedback on the range of resources offered this 
year, as our church prayer response to stand with those 
suffering from our history of child sexual abuse, will help 
develop our continued response with                      sensitiv-
ity. To submit online survey by 30 September go to 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
perpetual-day-of-remembrance/.  
 
LINK TO DOMN LIBRARY: 
https://library.mn.catholic.org.au 
For all enquires or help please PH 0409 033 449 or  
E domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au  
 
LIVE STREAM MASS EVERY SUNDAY  
At 9.30am at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-
stream/ 
 

‘WHAT AM I SUPPOSED TO BE DOING WITH MY LIFE?’ 
This is a question that most people must contend with 
from time to time. The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
offers a variety of ministry services to the local                 
community and many rewarding career opportunities for 
those who feel called to work in this field. The                 
Pastoral Placement  Program offers a yearlong                        
encounter in these ministerial occupations. Pastoral                
Ministries are calling for applications for the 2021                
intake of participants for this unique program. 
For more information please go to the Pastoral                 
Placement Website @https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-placement-
program/ 
Email: formed@mn.catholic.org.au  Phone: 4979 1193 
To apply: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/
careers/ applications close Friday 15 November 2020.  
 
SEASON OF CREATION 
The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relation-
ship with our Creator and all creation through repenting, 
repairing, and rejoicing together. During the Season of 
Creation, we join our sisters and brothers in the              
ecumenical family in prayer and action for our common 
home. 
This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we are 
awakened to the urgent need to heal our relationships 
with creation and each other. During the season this year, 
we enter a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our 
Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with                 
creation. 
For more information visit the following sites. 
Seasons of Creation- https://seasonofcreation.org/ 
Catholic Earthcare  
https://catholicearthcare.org.au/2015/08/season-of-
creation-september-1-october-4/ 
A Catholic Season of Creation – Sundays of September- 
https://www.columban.org.au/media-and-publications/
educational-resources/a-catholic-season-of-creation-
sundays-of-september-year-a 
Catholic Earthcare Australia Events https://
www.eventbrite.com/o/catholic-earthcare-australia-



 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like                 
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LISTEN TO THE SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT 2020-21 
You can listen to the 2020-21 Social Justice Statement 
through podcasts. In episode 3 David Brennan reads 
the third and final section of the Statement. We are All 
in this Together, points to the action needed by faith 
communities, governments, and all of us to make        
mental health a priority. Go to: 
 https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2020/08/25/to-
live-life-to-the-full-podcasts/ 
 
ENGAGING YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH  
Engaging Your Catholic Faith is a series of short                      
sessions offering an opportunity to explore your faith 
through a variety of topics including: Meditation and 
Prayer, Spirituality, Women in the Early Church,                             
Interfaith Relations, Reading the Church Classics,                    
Eucharist, Science and Religion. 
All topics are presented by lecturers of Catholic                        
Theological College. 
Choose one, choose all, choose what interests you and 
all for just $20 per session, running 14 September to 
31 October. 
For more information go to https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/
adult-faith-formation/ 
  
PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE  
The Parish office will only contactable by phone for the 
1st week of the school holidays 28th September— 2nd 
October inclusive and the public holiday on               
Monday 5th October. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL— 29TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT JEROME— 30TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS— 1ST OCTOBER 
THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS— 2ND OCTOBER 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY— 7TH OCTOBER 
SAINT TERESA OF JESUS— 15TH OCTOBER 
SAINT IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH—17TH OCTOBER 
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE— 28TH OCTOBER 
ALL SAINTS— 1ST NOVEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Robert Jay, Monica Gray. 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life may 
they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Joel Dark, Don Gillett. 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 U France K Amon 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J France D Peterson 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander J Douglas 

SOUND: 9.30 J France J France 

SIGN IN 9.30 J Douglas H White 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 J Hutchins M Foo 

USHERS 9.30 R Hay 
T Alexander 

P Melvey 
J Hutchins 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



 REFLECTION FOR 27TH SEPTEMBER (26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A) 
 

We know that we are blessed with free will, the right to make choices for good or bad as we 
wish, But with that comes responsibility. In recent days we have seen the frustration of the Victorian 
Premier, Police and health officials, as people chose to gather to protest for the restoration of their 
individual liberties against the current lockdown restrictions. Yet this choice they are making can     
endanger the well being of their fellow citizens and undo much of the good that has been achieved 
by the sacrifices of so many. 

 

It seems clear that, when we make choices. we need to consider more than just our own                 
self-centred wishes. Our choices need to consider the well-being of others in our families and in the 
community and Christ is our model of all that is good. With Him as our guide we will not make 
selfish choices. 

 

Even if we have made bad choices in the past, the scriptures today affirm that we can always 
choose to do better and, with God’s grace, we will have the strength to recognise and achieve the 
change we need to make. 

Ezekiel tells us: When the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding and honest, he                       
deserves to live …he shall certainly live; he shall not die. The Psalmist also affirms The Lord is good 
and upright / He shows the path to those who stray. 

 

Christ chose to confront the chief priests and elders about their choices.  They considered 
themselves to be virtuous men, who abided by all the Judaic laws but Christ found them lacking. 
After asking them to decide which of the two sons had done the father’s will – the first who initially 
refused the father’s request but then changed his mind or the second who agreed but did not go to 
work in the vineyard, he then shocks them by saying “tax collectors and prostitutes are making 
their way into the kingdom of God before you”. These were the despised, the lowest of society .. 
the tax collectors, because they did the will of the Roman conquerors and exploited their own                    
people; the prostitutes because they serviced the Roman soldiers. Yet they believed and chief 
priests and elders, given the same opportunities, chose not to believe. The choice was theirs. It is 
not enough for us to just be Sunday Christians; we need to be truly Christian in the way we live our 
daily lives. What counts is not promises made but action taken. 

 

In his letter to the Philippians, Paul presents Christ as the ultimate example of how we should 
live our lives. Despite his Divinity, He humbled himself even to the point of willingly accepting the 
most shameful of deaths on the cross for our redemption. Paul spells out, in no uncertain terms, 
what we should aspire to: ‘There must be no competition among you, no conceit…Always consider 
the other        person to be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 
everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead.’ This is certainly advice that can stand us in 
good stead today. We can aspire to be humble as Christ was humble. 

 

In these anxious times of isolation and social distancing, of constant news reports of the                 
impact of the Corona virus on our country and the rest of the world, we may feel God is far away. 
We need to make the choice to seek out evidence of God’s love for us: we can find it in the comfort 
of the Scripture, in loving and supportive relationships with our families and friends and in the                  
support we give each other in our Community as members of the Body of Christ. 

 

Pam Melvey 



 
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis 

for the 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
27 September 2020 

 
Like Jesus Christ, forced to flee.  

Welcoming, protecting, promoting and integrating internally displaced persons. 
 
 

At the beginning of this year, in my Address to the members of the Diplomatic Corps 

accredited to the Holy See, I pointed to the tragedy of internally displaced people as one of the 

challenges of our contemporary world: “Situations of conflict and humanitarian emergencies, 

aggravated by climate change, are increasing the numbers of displaced persons and affecting 

people already living in a state of dire poverty.  Many of the countries experiencing these situations 

lack adequate structures for meeting the needs of the displaced” (9 January 2020). 

 The Migrants and Refugees Section of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 

Development has issued the document “Pastoral Orientations on Internally Displaced People” 

(Vatican City, 5 May 2020), which aims to inspire and encourage the pastoral work of the Church 

in this specific area. 

 For these reasons, I have decided to devote this Message to the drama of internally 

displaced persons, an often unseen tragedy that the global crisis caused by the COVID-19 

pandemic has only exacerbated.  In fact, due to its virulence, severity and geographical extent, this 

crisis has impacted on many other humanitarian emergencies that affect millions of people, which 

has relegated to the bottom of national political agendas those urgent international efforts essential 

to saving lives.  But “this is not a time for forgetfulness.  The crisis we are facing should not make 

us forget the many other crises that bring suffering to so many people” (Urbi et Orbi Message, 12 

April 2020). 
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 In the light of the tragic events that have marked 2020, I would like this Message, although 

concerned with internally displaced persons, to embrace all those who are experiencing situations 

of precariousness, abandonment, marginalization and rejection as a result of COVID-19. 

 I would like to start with the image that inspired Pope Pius XII in his Apostolic Constitution 

Exsul Familia (1 August 1952).  During the flight into Egypt, the child Jesus experienced with his 

parents the tragic fate of the displaced and refugees, “which is marked by fear, uncertainty and 

unease (cf. Mt 2:13-15, 19-23).  Unfortunately, in our own times, millions of families can identify 

with this sad reality.  Almost every day the television and papers carry news of refugees fleeing 

from hunger, war and other grave dangers, in search of security and a dignified life for themselves 

and for their families” (Angelus, 29 December 2013).  In each of these people, forced to flee to 

safety, Jesus is present as he was at the time of Herod.  In the faces of the hungry, the thirsty, the 

naked, the sick, strangers and prisoners, we are called to see the face of Christ who pleads with us 

to help (cf. Mt 25:31-46).  If we can recognize him in those faces, we will be the ones to thank him 

for having been able to meet, love and serve him in them.   

 Displaced people offer us this opportunity to meet the Lord, “even though our eyes find it 

hard to recognize him: his clothing in tatters, his feet dirty, his face disfigured, his body wounded, 

his tongue unable to speak our language” (Homily, 15 February 2019).  We are called to respond 

to this pastoral challenge with the four verbs I indicated in my Message for this Day in 2018: 

welcome, protect, promote and integrate.  To these words, I would now like to add another six 

pairs of verbs that deal with very practical actions and are linked together in a relationship of cause 

and effect. 

 You have to know in order to understand.  Knowledge is a necessary step towards 

understanding others.  Jesus himself tells us this in the account of the disciples on the road to 

Emmaus: “While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went 

with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him” (Lk 24:15-16).  When we talk about 

migrants and displaced persons, all too often we stop at statistics.  But it is not about statistics, it 

is about real people!  If we encounter them, we will get to know more about them.  And knowing 

their stories, we will be able to understand them.  We will be able to understand, for example, that 
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the precariousness that we have come to experience as a result of this pandemic is a constant in 

the lives of displaced people. 

 It is necessary to be close in order to serve.  It may seem obvious, yet often it is the contrary.  

“But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where the man was; and when he saw him, he had 

compassion, and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him 

on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and took care of him” (Lk 10:33-34).  Fears and 

prejudices – all too many prejudices – keep us distant from others and often prevent us from 

“becoming neighbours” to them and serving them with love.  Drawing close to others often means 

being willing to take risks, as so many doctors and nurses have taught us in recent months.  This 

readiness to draw near and serve goes beyond a mere sense of duty.  Jesus gave us the greatest 

example of this when he washed the feet of his disciples: he took off his cloak, knelt down and 

dirtied his hands (cf. Jn 13:1-15). 

 In order to be reconciled, we need to listen.  God himself taught us this by sending his Son 

into the world.  He wanted to listen to the plea of suffering humanity with human ears: “For God 

so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son… that the world might be saved through 

him” (Jn 3:16-17).  A love that reconciles and saves begins with listening.  In today’s world, 

messages multiply but the practice of listening is being lost.  Yet it is only through humble and 

attentive listening that we can truly be reconciled.  In 2020, silence has reigned for weeks in our 

streets.  A dramatic and troubling silence, but one that has given us the opportunity to listen to the 

plea of the vulnerable, the displaced and our seriously ill planet.  Listening gives us an opportunity 

to be reconciled with our neighbour, with all those who have been “discarded”, with ourselves and 

with God, who never tires of offering us his mercy. 

 In order to grow, it is necessary to share.  Sharing was an essential element of the first 

Christian community: “Now the company of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in 

common” (Acts 4:32).  God did not want the resources of our planet to benefit only a few.  This 

was not the Lord’s will!  We have to learn to share in order to grow together, leaving no one 

behind.  The pandemic has reminded us how we are all in the same boat.  Realizing that we have 

the same concerns and fears has shown us once more that no one can be saved alone.  To grow 
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truly, we must grow together, sharing what we have, like the boy who offered Jesus five barley 

loaves and two fish… yet they proved enough for five thousand people (cf. Jn 6:1-15)! 

 We need to be involved in order to promote.  As Jesus was with the Samaritan woman (cf. 

Jn 4:1-30).  The Lord approaches her, listens to her, speaks to her heart, and then leads her to the 

truth and makes her a herald of the Good News: “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did!  

Can this be the Christ?” (v. 29).  Sometimes the impulse to serve others prevents us from seeing 

their real riches.  If we really want to promote those whom we assist, we must involve them and 

make them agents in their own redemption.  The pandemic has reminded us of how essential co-

responsibility is, and that only with the contribution of everyone – even of those groups so often 

underestimated – can we face this crisis.  We must find “the courage to create spaces where 

everyone can recognize that they are called, and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and 

solidarity” (Meditation in Saint Peter’s Square, 27 March 2020).   

 It is necessary to cooperate in order to build.  That is what the Apostle Paul tells the 

community of Corinth: “I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 

you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same judgement” (1 Cor 1:10).  Building the Kingdom of God is a duty common to all 

Christians, and for this reason it is necessary that we learn to cooperate, without yielding to the 

temptation to jealousy, discord and division.  In the present context it should be reiterated: “This 

is not a time for self-centredness, because the challenge we are facing is shared by all, without 

distinguishing between persons” (Urbi et Orbi Message, 12 April 2020).  To preserve our common 

home and make it conform more and more to God’s original plan, we must commit ourselves to 

ensuring international cooperation, global solidarity and local commitment, leaving no one 

excluded. 

 I would like to conclude with a prayer suggested by the example of Saint Joseph at the time 

he was forced to flee to Egypt to save the child Jesus. 
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Father, you entrusted to Saint Joseph what you held most precious: the child Jesus and his Mother, 

in order to protect them from the dangers and threats of the wicked. 

Grant that we may experience his protection and help.  May he, who shared in the sufferings of 

those who flee from the hatred of the powerful, console and protect all our brothers and sisters 

driven by war, poverty and necessity to leave their homes and their lands to set out as refugees for 

safer places. 

Help them, through the intercession of Saint Joseph, to find the strength to persevere, give them 

comfort in sorrows and courage amid their trials. 

Grant to those who welcome them some of the tender love of this just and wise father, who loved 

Jesus as a true son and sustained Mary at every step of the way. 

May he, who earned his bread by the work of his hands, watch over those who have seen everything 

in life taken away and obtain for them the dignity of a job and the serenity of a home. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, whom Saint Joseph saved by fleeing to Egypt, and 

trusting in the intercession of the Virgin Mary, whom he loved as a faithful husband in accordance 

with your will.  Amen. 

 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 May 2020, Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Fatima.  

 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

26th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 21:28-32
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Why are you jealous because I am generous?

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. 
He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not 
go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. 
The man then went and said the same thing to the 
second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not 
go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ 
they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, 
tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you 
did not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused 
to think better of it and believe in him.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading  Ez 18:25-28
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel
The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live. 

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as 
follows: ‘You object, “What the Lord does is 
unjust.” Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do 
unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? When 
the upright man renounces his integrity to commit 
sin and dies because of this, he dies because 
of the evil that he himself has committed. When 
the sinner renounces sin to become law-abiding 
and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 
renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly 
live; he shall not die.’

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6
R.  Remember your mercies, O Lord.

Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour.   R.

Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord.  R.

The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, your way was made clear 
 by John the Baptist:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you were ready to do your 
 Father’s will:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you challenged those
 who did not believe:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 though we are sinners
 you give us the chance 
 to redeem ourselves. 
 Help us to do what 
 we know to be right.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Thursday
Second Reading  Phil 2:1-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus.

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love 
can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we have in 
common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then 
be united in your convictions and united in your 
love, with a common purpose and a common 
mind. That is the one thing which would make me 
completely happy. There must be no competition 
among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-
effacing. Always consider the other person to be 
better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his 
own interests first but everybody thinks of other 
people’s interests instead. In your minds you must 
be the same as Christ Jesus:

His state was divine,
yet he did not cling
to his equality with God
but emptied himself
to assume the condition of a slave,
and became as men are;
and being as all men are,
he was humbler yet,
even to accepting death,
death on a cross.
But God raised him high
and gave him the name
which is above all other names
so that all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should acclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 21:28-32
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Why are you jealous because I am generous?

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the 
people, ‘What is your opinion? A man had two sons. 
He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and 
work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not 
go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. 
The man then went and said the same thing to the 
second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not 
go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ 
they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, 
tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way 
into the kingdom of God before you. For John came 
to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you 
did not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused 
to think better of it and believe in him.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 give us the strength
 to follow your example
 in doing all that God asks of us.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a 
cross. 
A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, make us know your ways: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you call us to have a change of heart: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you became one like us: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
Almighty God 
you lift us up 
and showed us the path to eternal life. 
May the Spirit of Jesus fill our hearts 
so that we may always be ready  
to choose what is right and good. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

Ez 18:25-28 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness deserves to live.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You object, “What the Lord does is 

unjust.” Listen, you House of Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? 

When the upright man renounces his integrity to commit sin and dies because of this, he 

dies because of the evil that he himself has committed. When the sinner renounces sin to 

become law-abiding and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to renounce all his 

previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not die.’ 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6 

(R.) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 

 

1. Lord, make me know your ways.  

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. (R.) 
 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,  

and the love you have shown from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth. 

In your love remember me, 

because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 
 
 

3. The Lord is good and upright.  

He shows the path to those who stray, 

he guides the humble in the right path; 

he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Phil 2:1-11 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that 

we have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your 

convictions and united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That 

is the one thing which would make me completely happy. There must be no competition 

among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other 

person to be better than yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 

everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your minds you must be the 

same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 

yet he did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
or 
Shorter form 

Phil 2:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at all, or the Spirit that we 

have in common, or any tenderness and sympathy, then be united in your convictions and 

united in your love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That is the one thing 
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which would make me completely happy. There must be no competition among you, no 

conceit; but everybody is to be self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be better 

than yourself so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but everybody thinks of other 

people’s interests instead. In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 21:28-32 

He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom of God. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘What is your opinion? A man 

had two sons. He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard 

today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. The man 

then went and said the same thing to the second who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did 

not go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I tell 

you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into the kingdom of God 

before you. For John came to you, a pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe 

him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, you refused to 

think better of it and believe in him.’ 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q.  Which character in the gospel story do you relate to? Why? 

Q.  In what ways have you ever said ‘Yes’ with your words but ‘No’ with your actions? 

Q.  In what ways do people say ‘Yes’ to God but fail to follow through on their 

commitment? 

Q.  What message for your life do you take from this week’s gospel? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, with forgiveness in our hearts, let us bring our prayers before 

God.  

Reader: That the Holy Church will be united as one in the spirit of forgiveness and healing.

  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That leaders who advocate for others will speak with honest hearts and act with 

commitment to their care.  
(pause) 
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In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That those who are burdened by sin will seek forgiveness in Christ.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That our parish community may first consider those who are less fortunate or in 

need.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That the sick will be healed through the goodness of the Lord, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That those who have died will live forever in the Kingdom of God, especially N.  
(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader: Loving God, we turn to you with our hearts and minds. Hear our prayers and help 

us to do your will as we live each day in praise of your name. We ask this through 

Christ our Lord.  

All:  Amen. 
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GLORIA 
Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
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All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on 

English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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