
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2020 

 
It’s easy to become complacent about life, our faith and our commitments when we are caught up in the demands of daily 
life. As we approach the end of this liturgical year, we are called to pay attention to what really matters.  
 
The Sundays of November ask us to ponder if we have been faithful, humble servants. Have we done all we could? Did we 
trust and believe in God’s mission so much, that we gave everything to build the same reign of God that Jesus initiated?  
 
Today’s readings remind us to focus on the bigger picture of eternal life and to question our 
focus, our energy and how we use our resources. We are called to look away from the 
superficial and to remember that time is limited.  
 
In the end, we will be asked if we acted as true followers, caring for the weakest and the 
most rejected. We do not know the day nor the hour when we will be thrust into eternity.  
 
How are we preparing for it?  

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   8th Nov  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  10th Nov 9.30am 
Liturgy of the Word— Morisset 
Sunday   15th Nov  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  17th Nov 9.30am 
Liturgy of the Word— Morisset 
 
EVERYONE who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book 
in  each week this is due to the        
governments 4 square  metre rule 
which limits our capacity to only 40 
the last thing we want to do is turn 
people away because they didn’t 
book in and we are at full capacity . 
To book for services please call the 
Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 by 
Thursday 2pm for Weekend                 
Services  and by Monday 12pm for 
Tuesday Mass. Parish Office Hours 
are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 

 



LITURGY MATTERS: SO LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD … 
The prayer and liturgy of the church belong to all of us 
together. Together we have experienced the impact of 
COVID-19. It is important that we take time to listen to 
your voice: to your experience and insights, your              
challenges and suggestions. So, get ready to let your 
voice be heard!   
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 02, 2020 
Coming Soon Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle COVID-
19 Liturgy Reflections Survey 
In many ways March seems a lifetime ago. As we 
watched the news about what was happening in China, 
none of us foresaw the implications of the COVID-19 
pandemic until they fell upon us. 
As we went into lockdown, we found ourselves            
scrambling to put things in place for the closure of 
Churches and the suspension of public liturgy. One 
Sunday we were at Mass with no real awareness that 
the next Sunday we would not be there. No one had 
experience to draw on, and even if we did, there was 
no time to reflect.  We did the best we could – in                 
parishes, schools and at a diocesan level. 
It is only as the weeks and months have unfolded that 
we have had time to reflect on our choices and our        
experience. During this time there has been an                      
increasing avalanche of theological reflection, inviting 
us to listen more widely and deeply to what the Holy 
Spirit might be revealing to us about our life as a 
church community, and our understanding and                                 
appreciation of what we are doing when we gather for 
the public celebration of the liturgy, particularly Mass. 
The pandemic has bought with it enormous challenge 
and pain, as well as unexpected opportunities and new 
life. It could be said that the pandemic has ‘pivoted’ us 
all out of our old ways and more towards God’s ways. 
Such conversion is at once exhausting and energising.  
In such unprecedented times the Diocesan Liturgy 
Council (DLC) recognised the importance of gathering 
in the collective wisdom and harnessing the liturgical 
energy and creativity that was let loose by the pan-
demic. The wisdom of all the faithful is necessary to 
discern the path forward and to develop a ‘Liturgical 
Crisis/Pandemic Plan’ for the next time we are faced 
with lockdowns, closed churches and the suspension of 
the public celebration of liturgy. 
Since July, the DLC has been working with Dr Miriam 
Pepper from National Church Life Survey to develop a 
survey that will enable us to listen to the diverse                          
experience and reflections of the whole Catholic                       
community. Because of the importance of the task, it 
was important to the DLC to provide a professional              
survey that respected people’s time commitment and 
shared wisdom. Miriam’s experience in drafting                     
questions and in data analysis has been invaluable. 
 
 

We are working with Ashleigh and Brooke from the      
Diocesan Communications Team to ensure that the        
survey is distributed widely. We need your help with 
that. When the survey link is available, we hope you will 
share it with people in your networks. We also hope 
you might help those you know without internet access, 
to complete it. For those unable to complete the survey 
online, a paper version will be available from parish 
offices and the diocesan liturgy office at 841 Hunter St, 
Newcastle West.  
On the news last week, I heard a medical professional 
say that we are only in the beginning phase of this                       
pandemic. That said, at this point we have a range of 
experience to reflect on and considerable insights that 
will help us discern out path in the months and years 
ahead. So now seems a good time for you to speak and 
us to listen. 
It is important that the widest cross section of Catholic 
people engage with the survey. As we journey towards 
Advent, let us with Mary ponder these things in our 
hearts and make our voice heard.  
“We must  live this moment – really live it, not just               
endure it – because this very moment, for all its                    
imperfection and frustration, because of its                                 
imperfection and frustration, is pregnant with all sorts 
of possibilities, is pregnant with the future, is pregnant 
with love, is pregnant with Christ.” 
Walter Burghardt (Preacher and theologian)  
The survey will be available mid-November and will 
close mid-December. 
 
CHRISTMAS PREPARATION 
The end of the year 2020, is coming very quickly and 
Christmas is. just around the corner. As we approach 
Christmas, we have lots of hopes and expectations.  
The coming of Christ at Christmas means Christians are 
called to make a difference in our world. 
Understandably, we can be overwhelmed by the degree 
of violence that many are forced to tolerate across the 
world, and that many of us are pretty-much forced to 
absorb, as we observe the state of the world 
Jesus reminds us that to live as Christians we need to 
depend on each other for support,  
hospitality, and kindness. He challenges us to stick                 
together.  
Let us pray that all baptised people will live out their 
faith in such a manner that it prepares the way for the 
Christ to come in every village and town this Christmas  
 
DATES FOR THE DIOCESAN SYNOD: 
Second session of Synod – Discernment is on 22nd May 
2021 
Third session of Synod – Implementation is on 21st                      
November 2021 
 
 



SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 
To allow us to have up to 40 members of our  parish      
community join in our Sunday Celebrations of Mass.              
We need to be able to use every row which can if we use 
a checkboard seating plan that only allows 1 person in 
each marked spot because our rows are not 1.5m apart.  
This is because people who do not belong to the same                   
household must practice safe social distancing and sit 1.5 
metres apart. For this reason couples and families may be 
asked to sit 1.5 metres apart as when we have more than 
one person sit in those single person marked spots we 
then need to remove seating spots in the row to the front 
and back of the couple or family,  as there is no longer 1.5 
metres between members of different households in the 
rows to the front and back of the couple or family. The 
result is we reduce our capacity by up to 2 each time a 
couple or family sit together (for example if we have 3 
couples or families sit together our capacity could be       
reduced by 6). 
 
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED 
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to               
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections 
and planned giving electronically. Electronic payments 
can be made online at: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
about/parish-payments/ . Please note that you need to               
indicate which collection you would like your payment 
put into i.e. 2nd Collection to support the Parish or                         
1st Collection to support the Diocese Clergy Fund, if you 
want to contribute to both you need to do 2 separate                
payments.  
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank                 
account please contact the Parish Office for our bank               
account details.  
If you currently are contributing to planned giving using 
envelopes we are ask that you contact the parish office to 
make arrangements to switch to Electronic. 

 
EXPLORING FAITH SMALL GROUPS BASED ON THE SEE; 
JUDGE AND ACT VIEW OF LIFE 
This refers to the method devised by the Belgian Priest      
Fr Cardijn. He developed this to assist young Christian 
workers  to reflect on their experience of their life at 
work and how their faith gave them insight into                  
promoting justice. 
In See, Judge and Act, we look at what is our                       
experience of life (See;) , we then evaluate that in the 
teachings as an example of Christ (Judge;), Then we              
engage in some specific action which is the source of 
justice and promoting goodwill (Act;) . 
 You may like to consider becoming part of such a 
group. It may meet on a monthly basis for 1 hour. An 
initial meeting will be available to share more                       
information in early December. 
Fr Kevin will be keen to hear of your interest over the 
next few weeks. Please contact the Parish Office 9am –
2pm weekdays to leave your contact details. 
 

BOOK REVIEW: THE HAPPINESS TRAP 
Twelve years ago, when studying for my current career, I 
made a mistake. I picked up a copy of this book and read 
on the back-cover blurb: “This book is for everyone!” 
KATE SWEENY PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 03, 2020 
 “Well,” said my judgmental undergraduate science 
brain, “that’s impossible rubbish.” So, I left it on the 
shelf. 
And then ... I needed it. My story is not unique, but when 
my life came unstuck (yes, therapists are human too) I 
worked with someone who helped me recognise that 
assumptions I had about needing to be happy, and 
efforts to avoid negative thoughts or feelings, were 
bringing me undone. 
Using acceptance and commitment therapy (ACT) Russ 
Harris has crafted a gentle and often comical book rich 
with real-world stories about (1) noticing our unhelpful 
thoughts, (2) accepting them as just words rather than 
treating them as reality, (3) reducing our struggles using 
mindful engagement in our present moment, and (4) 
identifying our values – what’s really important to us – so 
we can take active steps towards a rich, full and                      
meaningful life. 
The book slowly builds your skills with strategies through 
short, doable exercises to which you can return again 
and again. If you like your reading as an audio 
book, comic book style, video clips or in app form, these 
are available too. And yes, the scientific evidence is there 
as well to show that accepting your internal experience, 
being present, choosing a valued direction, and, taking 
action for your life, really works. 
It’s as if Malcolm Fraser (“life wasn’t meant to be easy … 
but take courage child for it can be delightful”),                            
Mr Miyagi from The Karate Kid (“wax on, wax off”), and 
Gloria Steinem ( "the art of life is not controlling what 
happens to us, but using what happens to us") worked 
together on a life philosophy. Imagine that dinner party. 
At a time of pandemic when we are all rethinking our 
purpose, our certainties and examining many things we 
thought of as unquestionable “reality”, this classic from 
2007 could be the perfect companion to finding your                            
version of happy, in a rich, full and meaningful life. 
Kate Sweeny is a psychologist at CatholicCare Social                 
Services Hunter-Manning. 
 
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND 
Learn to become the best version of yourselves together 
and live your best life in love! 
November 20 - 22, 2020 at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre,                   
Varroville, NSW   
Book online at  www.wwme.org.au   
Alternatively contact Christine & Terry Mahony on 0490 774 
419 or nswbookings@wwme.org.au  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
 

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like                 
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

aMeN caMiNo 
You are invited to be a pilgrim on the aMeN caMiNo! 
Using intervals of the Great North Walk, this five-day 
pilgrimage is a journey through the Watagans, around 
the lake and the beautiful Hunter beaches. A bush, 
mountain, beach, city and pub experience. 
This is a ‘M’ (Maitland) ‘N’ (Newcastle) Camino for ‘e’ 
everyone.! Yes! aMeN! 
On the aMeN caMiNo you will encounter relationship, 
story, the grace of God in the beautiful landscape of 
our own backyard. The aMeN caMiNo will stretch your 
body, mind and spirit and provides an                           
opportunity of transformation. 
If you are interested in joining the aMeN caMiNo in 
2021, please fill an expression of interest form by       
November 30. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/4437/31816-
dio_amen-camino_flyer-proof01.pdf 
 
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY- SACRED@SEVEN IS BACK! 
Join us on Wednesday, November 11 for                           
Sacred@Seven at St. Therese's, New Lambton. 
Adoration will start at 7:00pm and will include music, 
prayer, & silent reflection. Reconciliation will also be 
made available during and after the service. 
Following adoration you are invited 
to join us at West's New Lambton 
for coffee/supper and a catch up. At 
St. Therese's 53 Royal Street, New 
Lambton, NSW 2305 
The event will also be live streamed 
@ 7pm from the MN Catholic Youth 
Facebook page. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA— 9TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS— 11TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT JOSAPHAT— 12TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY— 17TH NOVEMBER 
PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 21ST NOVEMBER 
CHRIST THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE— 22ND NOVEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW DUNG LAC — 24TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Robert Jay. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 K Amon P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 L McRae M Melvey 

SERVERS 9.30 J France V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander J Douglas 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 J France G Hutchinson 
L Hutchinson 

SIGN IN 9.30 T Alexander P Melvey 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 H White K Amon 

USHER 9.30 R Hay K Lendon 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



FAITH MATTERS: Communion of 

Saints 
When the Apostles creed, a profession of faith is confessed there are many 
statements which clearly outline and describe the Church. 

ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 03, 2020 

One that has always stood out to me was the belief in the Communion of Saints. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church raises the question, what is the Church if not the assembly of all the saints? The Communion of Saints is the 
Church. 

Throughout the age’s society has always looked for heroes, people who have stood up for what is right and just, 
through their actions they are remembered and honoured for their contributions. 

When the concept of Saints come to mind, we naturally think of them as people who lived a life to make change, like 
Christ did when he was on earth. Schools and Parishes are named after saints and remember their life and 
contributions through feast day celebrations. People pray to different saints as they hold patronage, wear, or carry 
medals devoted to saints for safety and protection. During the sacrament of Confirmation, Catholic’s adopt a Saints 
name to accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage and into deathly one. Saints can be an identity for religious orders 
and for many devoted throughout the world play an important role in their lives. 

Having recently read the chapter Communion of Saints and Mary by Elizabeth A. Johnson, I was left with a deeper 
knowledge and understanding of where the concept of saints originate from, why various Christian denominations 
view Mary and the Saints in different ways and how the Communion of Saints are the Church. I would like to share 
some reflections. 

The idea of being holy stems from Jewish roots when the Israelites where led out of Egypt, they were called the holy 
people. This was not just for one but the whole community. 

Early Christians drew upon this biblical tradition to articulate their own sense of identity. They shared the rituals of 
baptism and Eucharist and lived out the virtues displayed by Christ. As a result, they referred to each other in the 
church as “saints” or “holy ones” (hagioi in Greek). 

In the Christian Scriptures the term saint is referred to over sixty times, it is used not as a reference to just an 
individual, but one amongst many and within the body of Christ. 

During the first century the term saint expanded beyond the living to include those who had died and are now with 
Christ in glory. Between these saints and the saints on earth exists a strong communion, a mutual sense of 
appreciation and support. 

As Christianity spread, Roman persecution created conditions for some disciples to give the ultimate witness to Christ, 
their very lives. Condemned, tortured, bloodied, and executed, martyrs were perceived by others in the church as 
entering in a graphic way into the dying of Jesus, and so into his rising. Christians loved these martyrs and found ways 
to express their esteem. Their graves became places of pilgrimage and prayer. On the yearly anniversary of their 
death, nightlong vigil was kept at their graves, culminating at dawn in a Eucharist and common meal. Their memory 
continued to be cherished even through subsequent generations. 

Once the age of Roman persecution ceased, other types of holy women and men joined the ranks of martyrs who 
were venerated in the church. The Christian cloud of witnesses grew to include confessors who had been tortured for 
the faith but not killed; ascetics, especially those who lived a life of celibacy; wise teachers and prudent church 
leaders; and those who cared for the poor. 

By the end of the early Christian centuries in both East and West, it was clear that while the communion of saints 
included all the redeemed in Christ, particular saints, besides being comrades in the following of Jesus, were also 
powerful patrons and intercessors. In the context of this growing popularity of the saints, increasingly expressed in the 
use of icons, and in the context of strong criticism of these practices, the last Ecumenical council to occur before the 
split between East and West made clear the distinction between honouring God and honouring the saints. In 787, the 
Second Council of Nicaea noted that God alone is to be worshipped and adored while the saints should be given 
simple respect and veneration. 

In medieval times, the saints and Mary blossomed with a profusion that is impossible to codify. On the one hand, the 
church honoured the memory of those whose lives had given splendid and striking witness to Christ, praising God in 
their company and holding up their example. On the other hand, popular piety petitioned uncounted thousands of local 

https://mnnews.today/authors/rosemary-mcallister/


saints, some of them legendary, but credulity abounded, as evidenced by zeal for collecting relics and superheated 
hagiography. Despite this, Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mother of God, assumed a magnified role in piety as merciful 
mother, and powerful queen of heaven and earth. Conviction grew that she ruled the kingdom of mercy in face of the 
severe justice of Christ. 

For the first thousand years of the church’s history local bishops decided who they thought should become honoured 
through sainthood. In the tenth century, bishops in council at the Lateran involved the Pope officially in this decision 
for the first time. Papal participation grew to the point where, by the thirteenth century, naming new saints (canonizing 
them, or inscribing them on the list or canon of officially recognized holy people) was restricted to the papacy alone. 

The theological leaders of the Reformation did not turn against the saints or Mary in themselves, but believed there 
are proper veneration of the saints expressed in three ways: thanking God for them, letting faith be strengthened by 
them, and imitating their example where appropriate. But what the Re-formers didn’t agree with was calling upon the 
saints for their prayers and favours. Not only is there no scriptural warrant for this practice, but it dangerously detracts 
from Christ as the sole mediator between the human race and God. In response, the Council of Trent, while giving 
regulatory authority over the saints to bishops in order to correct abuses, declared that it is “good and useful” to thank 
God for the saints and to ask them for their prayers, thus maintaining the legitimacy of invocation. 

By the nineteenth century, a resurgence of interest in Mary led to a new exercise of papal teaching authority. In 1854, 
Pius IX defined the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, which declared that from the first instant of her conception, 
by the grace of God and the merits of Jesus Christ, Mary was preserved free from original sin. Almost a century later, 
in 1950, Pius XII defined the dogma of the Assumption, which declared that after her life on earth, Mary was assumed 
body and soul into the glory of heaven. Piety and theology kept pace with these official developments. New devotions 
were practiced, apparitions of Mary multiplied, and new places of pilgrimage such as Lourdes and Fatima attracted 
millions. 

Vatican II produced the first extended teaching on the saints and Mary ever given by a church council. Early in the 
council, the teaching on Mary was presented in a stand-alone document. But soon enfolded into teaching about the 
church, rather than issued as a separate document as Mary is connected with the saints in heaven and on earth. 

The Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen gentium LG) written by Pope Paul VI in 1964 provides a crucial 
interpretation of the saints and Mary. 

Mary and other holy people are united in Christ with those still alive and has therefore venerated their memory in 
special ways (LG 50). In the lives of these people who shared our humanity yet were transformed into successful 
images of Christ, God vividly manifests to us the divine presence and the divine face. Through them, God speaks a 
word to us and gives us a sign of the kingdom to which we are powerfully drawn, surrounded as we are by such a 
great cloud of witnesses (LG 51). 

Concerned that veneration of the saints has not always hewn to a rightly ordered pattern, the constitution calls for hard 
work to correct abuses that have crept in. To restore the veneration of the saints to ample praise of God in Christ, it 
exhorts, “Let the faithful be taught, therefore, that the authentic cult of the saints consists not so much in the 
multiplying of external acts, but rather in the intensity of our active love” (LG 51).“Just as Christian communion among 
wayfarers brings us closer to Christ, so our companionship with the saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from their 
fountain and head issue every grace and the life of God’s people itself” (LG 50). 

In Lumen gentium, we see Mary in the midst of the community of saints in heaven, the saints as friends of God 
sharing community of life with the pilgrim people of God on earth, and the whole church itself reflecting the light of 
Christ as the moon does that of the sun. 

In the Catechism we read, Communion with the saints. "It is not merely by the title of example that we cherish the 
memory of those in heaven; we seek, rather, that by this devotion to the exercise of fraternal charity the union of the 
whole Church in the Spirit may be strengthened. Exactly as Christian communion among our fellow pilgrims brings us 
closer to Christ, so our communion with the saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from its fountain and head issues 
all grace, and the life of the People of God itself.” (#957) 

In this relationship, they contribute to the upbuilding of the church on earth through their “bright patterns of holiness” 
(LG 41) and their prayer offered in and with Christ. The right response of living disciples is to love these friends of 
Christ, to thank God for them, to imitate them in their following of Christ, to invoke their intercession (which means to 
ask them to pray for us), and to praise God in their company. Each of these actions terminates through Christ in God, 
who is wonderful in the saints. 

The communion of saints involves the constant communication for spiritual goods from those who have already 
attained perfection to those who are still on pilgrimage. 
 



Sunday Readings

32nd Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel  Mt 25:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five of them were sensible: the foolish ones 
did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, 
whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as 
well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, 
and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at 
midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is 
here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, 
and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 
“Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going 
out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough 
for us and for you; you had better go to those 
who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They 
had gone of to buy it when the bridegroom 
arrived. Those who were ready went in with him 
to the wedding hall and the door was closed. 
The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” 
they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, 
“I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay 
awake, because you do not know either the day 
or the hour.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading  Wis 6:12-16
A reading from the book of Wisdom
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she 

makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding fully 

grown;
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly 

leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those who 

are worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as they go,
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water.   R.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the  
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you show us how to be  
 wise:  
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you ask us to be  
 prepared: 
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you call us to the  
 arrival of God’s kingdom: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus,  
 help us to always be ready  
 to meet Christ among us. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 
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 So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy.   R.

On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading  1 Thes 1:5-10
A reading from the first letter of St Paul  
to the Thessalonians
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus.

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about 
those who have died, to make sure that you do 
not grieve about them, like the other people 
who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, and that it will be the same for 
those who have died in Jesus: God will bring 
them with him. We can tell you this from the 
Lord’s own teaching, that any of us who are left 
alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any 
advantage over those who have died. At the 
trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will 
call out the command and the Lord himself will 
come down from heaven; those who have died 
in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those 
of us who are still alive will be taken up in the 
clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord in 
the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. 
With such thoughts as these you should comfort 
one another.
This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel  Mt 25:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five of them were sensible: the foolish ones 
did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, 
whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as 
well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, 
and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at 
midnight there was a cry, “The bridegroom is 
here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, 
and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, 
“Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going 
out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough 
for us and for you; you had better go to those 
who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They 
had gone of to buy it when the bridegroom 
arrived. Those who were ready went in with him 
to the wedding hall and the door was closed. 
The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” 
they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, 
“I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay 
awake, because you do not know either the day 
or the hour.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 help us to always choose what is wise 
 and leave behind foolish things. 
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year A 

Sunday 08 Nov 2020 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 
A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you invite us to your banquet: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you call us to be prepared for your coming: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you are the wisdom of God: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of light 

you ask us to listen to your voice 

and stand ready to meet Jesus  

when he comes again. 

Help us to keep our lamps lit 

and stay awake   

so that we are ready to answer your call. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

Wis 6:12-16 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 
Wisdom is found by those who look for it. 

Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 

By those who love her she is readily seen, 

and found by those who look for her. 

Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. 

Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; 

you will find her sitting at your gates. 

Even to think about her is understanding fully grown; 

be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you. 

She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her 

and graciously shows herself to them as they go, 

in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 62:2-8. R. v.2 

(R.) My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. 

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long;  

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. (R.) 

 

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary.  

to see your strength and your glory. 

For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. (R.) 
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3. So I will bless you all my life,  

in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.) 

 

4. On my bed I remember you.  

On you I muse through the night 

for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

1 Thes 4:13-18 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life with Jesus. 

We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure that 

you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. We believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: 

God will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s own teaching, that any 

of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage over those who 

have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call out the command and 

the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the 

first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together 

with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such 

thoughts as these you should comfort one another. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 25:1-13 

Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him. 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish 

and five of them were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no 

oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The bridegroom was 

late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The 

bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and 

trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us some of your 

oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, “There may not be enough for us and for 

you; you had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off 

to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the 

wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” 

they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” 

So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.’ 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

 

Q. In what ways is this story a parable of the Kingdom of God? 

Q. If this story were to be put in a contemporary setting, what is a modern metaphor for 

preparedness that might be used? 

Q. How can we properly prepare for the coming of the Kingdom? 

Q. In what ways are some Christians today like the foolish bridesmaids? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 

let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 
All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
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All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
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