
SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Sunday 17 Jan 2021 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are the Lamb of God: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you summon us to follow you: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you send your spirit to those who serve you: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of peace, 
your Holy Spirit rests on those who look to you. 
Help us to welcome you into our hearts 
so that we may do your will 
and share the Good News of Jesus Christ with all people. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

1 Sm 3:3-10.19 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you 
called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again 
the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since 
you called me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as 
yet no knowledge of the Lord and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
Once again the Lord called, the third time. He got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since 
you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord who was calling the boy, and he said 
to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.”’ 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel 
answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’ 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv. 8.9 

(R.) Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. 
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord.  

and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. (R.) 

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,  
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. (R.) 

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written  
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. (R.) 
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4. Your justice I have proclaimed  
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. (R.) 

Second Reading 

1 Cor 6:13-15. 17-20 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Your bodies are members of the body of Christ. 

The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who 
raised the Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; anyone who is 
joined to the Lord is one spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but to 
fornicate is to sin against your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, which is in you since you have received him from God. You are not your own property; 
you have been bought and paid for. That is why you should use your body for the glory of God. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jn 1:35-42 

They saw where Jesus lived and they stayed with him. 

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
round, saw them following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which 
means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where 
he lived, and stayed with him the rest of that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to 
him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. 
Jesus looked hard at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – 
meaning Rock. 

Reader: 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Why is John the Baptist’s role in this episode important? 

Q. What role do the disciples play throughout the gospels? 

Q. In what ways is it harder/easier to be a disciple today? 

Q. How can you also invite others to ‘Come and See’? 

 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dearest friends, as chosen ones to fulfil his will, let us bring our intentions before 
God.  

Reader: That the Holy Church will always be a just authority for all Christians.  

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That governments will model the truth and grace of Christ the Messiah when 
making decisions for others.  

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That counsellors and psychologists are blessed as they give their time and peace 
to those who are troubled.   

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will not be tempted by sin, but remember that we are 
all members of the body of Christ.  

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will find strength and healing in the Lord, especially 
those listed in the bulletin and in our families.  

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who have died may come to everlasting life with Christ, especially 
those listed in the bulletin and in our families.  

(pause) 

In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Loving Father, your son the Messiah brings us truth and grace. Hear our prayers 
and grant us patience and understanding as we live to fulfil your will. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
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Proclamation of Praise 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 
let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 

All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
 

All: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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