
 Page 1 

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community  Jenny Douglas  Wed 
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A  
SUNDAY 3RD MAY 2020 

 

Today is Good Shepherd Sunday, and we will hear in the Gospel that sheep recognise the true shepherd’s voice. The 
Gospel focuses on Jesus’ identity as the shepherd, using the familiar Hebrew Scripture imagery.  
 
Even today, throughout the Middle East, it is possible to witness goats and sheep being herded and tended much in the 
same way as they were during Jesus’ time. During the day, all the shepherds or goatherds of the village allow their flocks 
to mingle, to graze together and drink at the same stream or watering hole. But when night draws near, the flocks 
separate, with the animals falling into line, behind their respective caretakers. 
 
Sheep are not the most intelligent of animals. They tend to take off in high-risk, self-destructive 
directions when they see an opportunity. We act the same way sometimes; consequently, we 
really need a shepherd.  
 
At times it can be hard to recognise the voice of Jesus, as there are many who claim to speak in 
his name. A useful guide is to look at peoples actions. We should listen to those whose lives 
reveal the qualities of Jesus: love, compassion, justice , self sacrifice. 

WEEKEND  WORHSHIP: 
Mass will be live streamed this Sunday at 
9.30am from Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Share the link with family and friends, and 
let’s gather online to pray as a community 
in these challenging times. 
This will continue each week while the 
COVID-19 restrictions are in place. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
live-stream/ 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to like to speak with or 
see a priest please contact the parish office 
and leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
KEEPING IN CONTACT 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact 
with our parish community with emails, 
the website and facebook.  
If you are in contact with other members 
of our parish community preferably via the 
phone or web-based communication and 
they may like or may benefit from email 
contact from the parish  please ask them 
to call the parish office. 
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STUDENTS PAY TRIBUTE 
With COVID-19 restrictions forcing the cancellation of Anzac 
Day marches and remembrance ceremonies, schools across 
the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle were creative in                    
acknowledging the sacrifice of those who served and died in 
all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping operations. 
Students were encouraged to stand at the end of their 
driveways, on their balconies, or in their loungerooms at 
5.30am on Saturday 25 April and to watch the broadcast of 
the Dawn Service.   
Diocesan schools still joined their local communities to                   
reflect on the sacrifice of our Anzacs but many of the                             
activities undertaken this year were more “homely”. They 
included baking Anzac biscuits, doing Anzac Day crafts, and 
singing and playing Anzac-appropriate music such as The 
Last Post, Advance Australia Fair and Waltzing Matilda.  
Schools were also creative on social media, and visible ways 
in which students showed their respect included sharing 
medal-wearing and military uniform photos. 
Leaders from St John Vianney, Morisset, kept alive the                 
tradition of visiting Cooranbong Cemetery to honour                     
returned servicemen and women who have now passed. On 
Anzac morning, the leaders and their families visited three 
gravesites and placed a flag, said a prayer and reflected on 
the sacrifice made many years ago. The flag was left flying 
high for the day so passers-by could also remember and 
honour the fallen. 
St John Vianney principal Simon Devlin says part of the 
school’s mission is to continue to grow and develop                               
community. “Staying connected with the community is                          
important during this time, commemorating Anzac Day       
allows us to do this whilst also showing respect to the                      
returned serviceman who have passed on,” he said. 
DARRELL CROKER PUBLISHED APRIL 27, 2020 Excerpt from 
Dio Update.  

 
 

GARY PINTO HAS  
OUTSTANDING TALENT, 
AND A HEART TO MATCH 
On Saturday, May 9, at 
4pm AEST, Gary will be 
hosting a free online              
concert for Project                 

Compassion, bringing Australian and International music stars 
directly from their loungeroom, to yours! Link to Come. 
The lineup will be announced shortly, but we wanted to take 
a chance to let you know about Gary, and why he's so                        
generously putting on this show with Caritas Australia. 
Gary Pinto is an Aria-Award winning and multi-platinum                    
selling recording artist, and a musical mentor to the stars. 
Having written songs for the likes of Jimmy Barnes,                              
Guy Sebastian and Christine Anu, Gary recently penned a tune 
for Caritas Australia, in support of our annual Lenten Appeal, 
Project Compassion. 
After Walk With Me was released, the seriousness of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Australia and overseas really hit home 
for Gary. 
He wanted to go further for Caritas, to help the most                             
vulnerable communities around the world whose lives could 
be devastated by COVID-19. And he wanted to connect with 
all of us at home in the best way he knew how: through                    
sharing the joy of music. 
So, the idea of Walk With Me: Loungeroom Sessions was 
born, proving that Gary's heart is as big as his talent. 
We are overjoyed to announce some of the musicians who 
will be bringing their big talents (and big hearts) to the show: 
Gary Pinto, Diesel, Carmen Smith, Bobbie Lee Stamper, and 
Matt Gresham. 
You will need to Logon for the session at:                                    
https://www.livemusic2u.com/loungeroomsessions/  
 
THANKYOU FROM ALL AT CARITAS AUSTRALIA! 
Thank you for supporting Caritas Australia’s Project                       
Compassion 2020 Lenten appeal, as we demonstrate how 
love and compassion for our global community can transform 
lives. You will be helping to empower the world’s most                   
vulnerable communities to grow stronger and share their 
strengths with their communities to lift themselves out of 
poverty.  
Donations can still be made online at www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion, or by phoning  1800 024 413 or by                              
Electronic Funds Transfer: Account Name: Caritas Australia               
BSB 062217 Account Number 10072446  
Reference Morisset 34998 
*If you have a project compassion box or envelope that you 
would like to drop off please contact the parish office to              
arrange a time. Or you can take them to a Commonwealth 
Bank Branch and have them deposited into the bank account 
details above. If you are needing a tax receipt and you are 
making a deposit through a Commonwealth bank branch or 
Electronic Funds transfer you need to send a copy of the                 
receipt via email or post to the parish office by 15th May. 
 
LIVE STREAM MASS EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
Account Name: Morisset Parish  BSB: 062815  
Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 1st Collection or 2nd Collection or Planned Giving 
please include envelope number for planned giving.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office or  use 
online payments at :  
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/  
or the click on the Parish Payments link on the Parish                
Website under Diocese Links.  If you are making a payment 
towards planned giving please include your envelope                  
number in the notes. 
 
‘GENUINE HUMAN ENCOUNTER’  
Pope Francis has often spoken of the great potential for 
‘genuine human encounter’ in this space: 
“Good communication helps us to grow closer, to know one 
another better, and ultimately, to grow in unity ... Media can 
help us greatly in this, especially nowadays, when the                 
networks of human communication have made                                   
unprecedented advances. The internet, in particular, offers 
immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity. This is 
something truly good, a gift from God.” 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in 
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 
God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER 
AT 7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all 
those who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the 
many choices and decisions facing our national, community 
and medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do 
to help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all 
that is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE— 14th May 
PENTECOST SUNDAY— 31st May 
MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH— 1st June 
SAINT CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS—3rd June 
SAINT BONIFACE, BISHOP AND MARTYR—5th June 
ST BARNABAS, APOSTLE— 11th June 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Les Fowler, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett, 
Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased 
Erwin Volkl, Bruce Bacon. 
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PRECARIOUSNESS, MERCY AND ANGER- FR KEVIN 
 
A study of human history will easily reveal that we humans have a precarious grip on the precious 
gift of life. The Great Plague of Europe in about the 15th c was not the first major plague. The First 
World War saw the death of 10 million unfortunate combatants and civilians. The returning                       
soldiers helped spread the Spanish flu, and eventually an estimated 100 million people died. Recent 
road death tragedies as well as the present pandemic remind us of the precarious hold on the gift 
of life. 
 
Some may have seen a recent ABC Foreign Correspondent episode about the daily work of a                        
paramedic team, assisting victims of the present pandemic. The camera crew entered the home of 
an elderly woman, struggling with the symptoms of the virus. The dear woman had placed an                      
image of Jesus- the Divine mercy- at the end of her bed. It was clearly visible, as the camera                     
captured how the two paramedics went about providing urgent assistance in such a calm, gentle 
and professionally efficient way. The paramedics work spoke of the presence of the kindness and 
mercy of the icon. They know that their daily work means that there is risk that their own lives may 
be on the line. 
 
Presently, I usually pray daily Mass, and I pray for all. After watching the above story, I prayed for 
the dear old woman, and for the lovingly heroic paramedics. I pray daily for the 'front line' health 
professionals and workers. I pray for those afflicted who sometimes struggle to  survive, and for 
those who don’t. I pray for the heart broken millions around the world who presently grieve          
deeply. My Faith tells me that Jesus’  crucifixion declares that no darkness will be beyond the reach  
of  his merciful  love.  And  the  resurrection?  In worldly eyes, this is just a laughable myth, a                 
comfort for the feeble minded. For the believer? They know in their hearts how Jesus' words, like, 
"know that I am with you always, yes to the end of the world' ring true, and so, we can touch               
heavens gates in our now. Precarious or not, then, our 'now,' is meant to be sacred space. 
 
And anger? I think of Jesus' anger as he turned over the money changers tables in the Jerusalem 
temple. There are questions. Why were the nations 'asleep at the wheel' despite warnings over the 
years to prepare for the likely outbreak of another pandemic? Why is it the poorer peoples in the 
world are still forced to survive on the crumbs which might fall from the tables of the rich? Pope 
Francis is a prophetic voice to the nations. Five years ago, he wrote document called Laudato Si. It I 
a blueprint for how the nations can work cooperatively and in ways which ensures respect and care 
for the well being of planet earth. He looks over the years now past and says again we all need an 
'ecological conversion' in order to restore an harmonious relationship with the earth and with the 
rest of humanity. 
 
He says we need to a new way of looking at the earth as being a sacred gift for sustaining all 
humanity, and not just being a 'storehouse of resources for us to exploit.' We want and pray that 
humanity will emerge from the pandemic  with changed hearts and with the life affirming newness 
Pope Francis still sees is within our grasp. Laudato Si week is being celebrated May 16-24. It is a 
message of Christ centred hope in a very needy world. 
 
 


