
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B SUNDAY 09 MAY 2021 
 

Today’s readings call us to widen our circles and learn about diverse ways of living and loving and expressing our faith.  
 
Our most important consideration comes from Jesus’ dual message in the Gospel: We are called to believe that Christ 
loves us in the same way that the Father loved him, and the purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was to share with 
us the joy of living in unbounded love. That summarizes the Christian vocation. 
  
The goal of true religion is not just learning doctrines and following moral principles. Those 
are important, but they are not the heart of the matter.  
 
Religion is not simply an intellectual recognition; it must be an experience of God’s presence 
as a loving encounter with the Source of all that is. That’s why more people are drawn to God 
by the experience of the love of others than by logical argument  
 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   9th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  11th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   16th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  18th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
 
DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BOOKINGS 
ARE  ESSENTIAL.  
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com  or 
click on the Book for Services button on the 
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office            
between 9am & 2pm Weekdays. 
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be 
aware that the NSW Government requires 
you to check in and provide your contact 
details and asks that those who are able to 
check in with a QR code do so. 
It is highly recommended that Face Masks 
should be worn by those in Places of               
Worship, on Public Transport, and those 
Carpooling.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact Fr Kevin on                         
02 4973 1537 . 
 

 



VINNIES FLOOD APPEAL 
Our local Vinnies conference will be holding a collection 
after Mass this Sunday 9th May.  
To support the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW flood           
appeal to help those affected by the heavy rains and 
flooding across the state  that was launched on the 23rd 
March and is asking Australians to give generously . 
“Vinnies has been helping Australians in crisis for nearly 
140 years, and to supply evacuees with food, clothing, 
household goods, and longer term recovery, we need 
your help. 
“If you are able, please donate to the Vinnies NSW Flood 
Appeal. “All donations will go towards assisting people 
and communities directly impacted by the floods. 
The Mid-North Coast has been hard hit by the floods. 
Many people and businesses have been significantly           
impacted. There were a large number of evacuations, and 
many have lost property as well as large numbers of 
stock. 
“Vinnies has a network of members living in these                 
communities across the state who are providing people 
with practical assistance and emotional support,”  
“Vinnies needs your help to provide everyday necessities 
to people who’ve been displaced by the floods.” 
If you aren’t coming to Mass this Sunday, donations can 
be made by calling 13 18 12, at www.vinnies.org.au/
NSWFloodAppeal or at any Vinnies Shop. 
 
FINDING GOD IN AUSTRALIA | RETREAT 
Presented by Father John Hill, this retreat will be held at 
St Clement’s from Friday 6 to Saturday 8 August. 
Bushfires, drought, the effects of Covid-19, church               
scandals - there are so many challenges to our faith in 
today's Australia. This retreat offers you the chance to 
come to a place of quiet, to take stock of your own life, to 
reflect about life here in Australia and to renew the                
foundations of faith for the future. In the retreat we               
will use the beauty and quiet of St Clement’s to help us 
experience the presence of God, to pray and celebrate 
together and see how God is at work in our land and our 
lives. 
Ensuite Room $350, shared facilities $300. 
Please contact St Clement’s to register:                                       
info@stclement.com.au or phone 02 6380 5222 Monday 
– Friday 9am – 5pm. 
 
PRAYING THE GOSPELS 
You are invited to connect and pray with each other 
across the Diocese from your own home. 
God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and 
then through artist's images of the Gospel message.  
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm. 
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758  
Password: pray For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au  
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT | CONFERENCE | 8-10 JULY 2021 
The Conference, coordinated by the Lay Pastoral Ministry 
Network (formerly known as NAPPA) collaborating with 
the Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN), and the 
Mission Planners Network Oceania (MPNO) invites people 
to consider the events in our world, and within our 
Church, which present us with an opportunity to open our 
hearts and minds to act upon what the Spirit is asking of 
us at this time in Australia and Oceanic region.  
The Conference encourages faith communities including 
clergy, staff, leadership teams, council members,                   
ministers and volunteers; for those in pastoral care, for 
youth, family and education support, to engage in the life 
of Christ, and his Church, by exploring ways to: engage 
the wounded, the disillusioned, the disaffiliated, the              
discontented & disconnected members of the Body of 
Christ; heal the divisions that have caused pain in our 
Church;  revitalise those Catholics who are just “hanging 
in there” so that they may once again share the Good 
News of Christ;  encourage and resource those who have 
brave and bold evangelisation ideas. 
Visit the website for more information: https://
pastoralministrynetwork.org/  
 
DIOCESAN SYNOD NEWS: DIOCESAN HUB                       
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Our Diocesan Synod is being held over 6 Hubs due to 
Covid restrictions. Hubs are at Hamilton, Booragul,          
Mayfield, Maitland, Taree and Aberdeen. 
Each Hub requires 18 people to run efficiently and time 
that by 6  and that is 108 volunteers. 
The Diocesan Synod Working Party are appealing for 
help from parishioners to undertake some of these roles. 
If you would like to volunteer please ring Nichola                    
McCarthy on 0417 300 761 or email her 
on Nichola.mccarthy@mn.catholic.org.au by Wednesday 
12 May.  Nichola is helping to allocate the many tasks 
across our hubs. 
 
SEE JUDGE ACT- 40 MINUTE SMALL GROUP REFLECTION 
This will be in the Callinan Centre at  Morisset on                
Thursday 10th June, at 9.30am. 
‘See, judge Act’ are the three simple ‘review of life’ steps 
much used by small groups in their workplace situation. 
It is a way of seeing how we may express our Faith in 
action in the context of our lives and work. 
The ‘judge’ in see, judge, and act is more about             
discernment- discerning a good choice to make in light of 
our current life experience. The ‘action’ flows from this. 
The action seeks to help bring about loving change. 
The little group usually commence with a brief shared 
reflection upon the coming Sundays Gospel. The Gospel 
that Sunday is Mark 4:26-34 (it is the parable of the         
Kingdom being the mustard seed- tiny, but which grows). 
Do come along. Invite someone to come with you. My 
hope is that more little groups like this can form. Fr Kevin 
 



REFLECTION FOR THE 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B   
9TH MAY 2021 

Today's Gospel flows directly from the one we heard last 
Sunday, when we were  firmly reminded that Jesus was 
the vine & we were the branches, totally dependent on 
him for our nourishment whilst being an integral part of 
the whole vine. It had connotations of life, growth, 
fruitfulness & unity as well as the dangers of breaking     
fellowship with him.  

Today we continue to seemingly eavesdrop on an inti-
mate conversation with Jesus & his disciples. It is worth                             
recalling the setting in which Jesus opens his heart to 
them. Night had fallen & the disciples had been                          
profoundly moved by Jesus' extraordinary gesture of 
washing their feet. They were troubled by his talk of 
treachery & desertion. The atmosphere was indeed                       
intense! You will note that there are several phrases in 
this text that have become firmly lodged in our memory- -  

"As the father has loved me, so I have loved you" 
"A man can have no greater love than to lay down his 

life for his friends" 
"This is my commandment: Love one another as I have 

loved you" 
Perhaps we believers have grown so accustomed to                   

hearing words like love & commandment together,  we no 
longer wonder how love can be commanded - yet it is 
clearly stated here. 

The experience of being in a loving family or to 'fall in 
love' with someone & have that love returned is                     
something quite extraordinary. Love sets us on fire! It 
makes us believe in OURSELVES,  because someone else 
sees within us something worthwhile. It's exciting &                
incredibly life-giving and that is precisely what Jesus is 
trying to convey to his disciples in today's Gospel. 

He tries to share with them some understanding of the 
immense joy HE experiences with the Father-- just as he is 
loved by the Father, likewise he loves them & so they too, 
are invited to share in the love of the Father. 

His whole mission & ministry was to share with us all 
that love of God that he knew so intimately. His actions                  
towards the "lesser ones" of the world was to                          
demonstrate to them that they are not only worthy of 
love BUT were already loved! 

Let us consider what Jesus' command really means. At 
first, it seems like a simple commandment: I can love my 
family & friends & I can even feel love for some people 
I've never met,  BUT there was a condition that Jesus 
placed on the command:  love one another AS I HAVE 
LOVED YOU !!  How did Jesus love? He loved ALL people 
ALL of the time, without restriction & without seeking 
something in return! He loved those whom no one loved 
& he even loved those who hated him & sought his                   
downfall. 

There is a wonderful line from the Musical,                                                    
Les Miserables, when the hero, Valjean, is told that  "to 
love another person is to see the face of God". 

As Christian people, we believe that we are all created in 

God's image & likeness- so to look upon another person 
with love is to see the face of God revealed- our call to 
love each other is to recognise that every single person is 
worthy of love- even ourselves! Can I love those who 
don't love me? Those that others ridicule & despise?  

Can I love without counting the cost? 
Fr John O'Donohue, Priest & Poet has a small prayer 

which might encourage us- 
"May we live each day: 
Compassionate of heart,  
Gentle in word,  
Gracious in awareness, 
Courageous in thought, 
Generous in love."     Heather White 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR GENERAL 
I have received several questions in recent days from a 
variety of sources that would indicate there is some 
confusion floating around in the broader community 
concerning changes in capacity limits applicable to 
church buildings. For the sake of clarity, there have been 
NO changes to capacity limits for places of public              
worship in recent times. 
Clause 11 of the Public Health (COVID-19 Gathering             
Restrictions) Order 2021 specifies: 
11 Direction about number of persons allowed on                  
premises 
(1) An occupier of premises is directed not to allow more 
persons on the premises than the greater of— 
(a) the number of persons that is equivalent to 1 person 
per 2 square metres of space in the 
premises, or 
(b) 25 persons. 
Social distancing of 1.5m between people is also still to 
be practiced. 
 
WISE DECISION MAKING | FR RICHARD SHORTALL SJ 
While recovering from a severe battle wound, St Ignatius 
of Loyola made an unexpected discovery. As a result, he 
was able to formulate a set of guidelines for making a 
wise decision with the help of God. He called these                
guidelines, Rules for the Discernment of Spirits. 
In his video, which you can view at: https://
www.domnsynod.com.au/formation-and-synod-papers/ 
Fr Shortall SJ explains this ‘simple’ method and how to 
apply it to any decision you might be facing. 
 
LORD MAYOR’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
The Lord Mayor of Newcastle Councillor Nuatali Nelmes 
requests the company of you and your guests to attend 
the Annual Lord Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. 
This event will be held in the The Arena Room, NEX                
Newcastle on Friday, 4 June 2021.  
Early Bird tickets are $39.99 (ends 10 May).  
RSVP: 2 June 2021. Tickets available online at : https://
ti.to/kingdomworks/2021-annual-lord-mayor-s-prayer-
breakfast 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like               
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy 
laws.  
 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT MATTHIAS— 14TH MAY 
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD— 16TH MAY 
PENTECOST— 23RD MAY 
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS— 24TH MAY 
SAINT PHILIP NERI— 26TH MAY 
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY— 30TH MAY 
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 31ST MAY 
SAINT JUSTIN— 1ST JUNE 
SAINTS CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS— 3RD JUNE 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Maureen Phillips, John Francisco, Ian Douglas, Patricia Jones,  
Bev Loft, Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett Robert Jay,   
Michelle Clipsham, Mark Patrick, Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill, 
Helen Martin. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Ralph McKelvie 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 P Melvey J France 

PSALMIST: 9.30 H White U France 

UNIVERSAL 
PRAYER 

9.30 H White U France 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 U France T Alexander 

SOUND/ VID-

EO: 
9.30 L & G Hutchinson L & G Hutchinson 

SIGN IN 9.30 U France H White 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 B Hutcheson M Foo 

USHERS 9.30 M Sloman 
L McRae 

M Melvey 
P Herbert 

COMMUNION 
USHERS 

9.30 COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



FAITH MATTERS: 

Entering into Partnership 

"God, like a parent, looks after his 

family and does not give up on us. 

While a marriage contract is not the 

same as a covenant, there is a 

commitment that is needed by both 

parties. This commitment binds into a partnership, which ultimately assists in all to 

live life to the full." 
ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED MAY 04, 2021 

Last week we were blessed with the marriage of our eldest daughter. The months which turned into years 

of preparation saw some frustration at times, but there was no doubt that this young couple were 

extremely organised and had everything accounted for. Parents and family members from both sides were 

a little nervous that the two had taken on the role of wedding planners and would not enjoy their day. 

Several weeks out from the wedding, after months of others asking ‘What can we do to help’, the couple 

handed over their highly detailed itinerary of the day and surrendered that they could not do this alone, 

their parents helping hands were needed. 

Their wedding day was perfect! Blessed with sunny, warm, autumn weather; surrounded by the support of 

family and friends, the bride and groom made a commitment to love one another through good and bad 

times, for as long as they live. 

Last week I was also blessed to watch Father Rob Galea. While I have seen him perform before and have 

heard his life story, I am always amazed by his transformation, from a young mislead boy, caught up in the 

‘wrong crowd’ to a person who discovered God, and aided by his parents, who would not give up on him. 

I was struck by his story of hiding in his room when he was sixteen, kneeling and crying as he feared he 

would be found and killed my drug dealers. When his parents knocked at his door, an angry (and scared) 

Rob would yell and disrespect them. But his parents did not run from this, rather they knelt at his door and 

cried with him. Rob states, “His parent’s love was like God’s love.” 

Throughout the bible we experience God developing unbreakable bonds with certain people. 

The bible talks about this relationship, but strangely it does not allude to the idea of a partnership with 

God.  A partnership like working alongside someone to accomplish a goal together as a parent does when 

raising a child or when two people marry. 

What we see at the beginning of the bible is God creating a good world, full of all this potential. Then God 

appoints unique creatures – humans - as his partners in bringing more and more goodness out of all that 

potential.  But the humans don't want to partner with God, instead they rebel and try to create a world on 

their own terms. So, what God then does is select a smaller group of people from the many and he makes 

a new partnership with them called a covenant.  In a covenant God makes promises and then in exchange 

asks his partner to fulfil certain commitments; the purpose being to use the covenant relationship to 

renew his partnership with everybody else. 

God initiates a covenant relationship with Noah, Abraham the nation of Israel, Moses and King David. It is 

through these relationships that God is forming a covenant family into which all people will eventually be 

invited. 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/rosemary-mcallister/


The first covenant is with Noah. God has just brought the flood to cleanse the world of humanities 

corruption and Noah and his family are the only ones left. So, God makes a covenant with Noah, which is in 

effect saying, ‘Listen I know that humans will continue to be evil, but despite this I'm not going to destroy it 

ever again; instead the Earth will be a reliable place for us to work together.’ 

The next time we see God make a covenant is with a man named Abraham. God chooses him and 

promises to bless him, give him a large family and lots of land where they can flourish. In return God asked 

Abraham to trust him and train up his family to do what is right and just. The whole reason for this 

covenant is God says he's going to bring his blessing to all families of the world through this one 

family.  The next time we see God make a covenant is when Abraham's family grows into the tribe of Israel. 

In the Mosaic covenant God asks the whole tribe to obey a set of laws which are guidelines for living well as 

a community of good partners. If they do this then God promises to bless them and that they will become 

a people who will represent him to the rest of humanity. 

The last covenant of the Old Testament is with King David. The tribe of Israel has become this large nation 

ruled by David. God asked David and his descendants to partner with him by leading Israel in obeying the 

laws and doing what is right and just. God promises that one day one of David’s sons will come and extend 

God's Kingdom of peace and blessing over all the nations. 

God like a parent looks after his family and does not give up on us. While a marriage contract is not the 

same as a covenant, there is a commitment that is needed by both parties. This commitment binds into a 

partnership, which ultimately assists in all to live life to the full. 

This weekend let us honour our mothers as our loving, living giving parent. 

 

Keeping it in the family 

The Britannica definition of kinship 

is “a system of social organisation 

based on real or putative family 

ties”. 
CHERIE JOHNSON PUBLISHED MAY 03, 2021 

However, for many Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Australians, kinship is a far greater, complex, loving, and embedded way of knowing, being, and 

doing. Kinship care is normal for Aboriginal families; family comes first always and it is tied to our 

Aboriginal ways. 

I am a proud descendant of the Gamilaroi people. Daughter of Dawn Conlan, granddaughter of Rachel 

Darcy and great-granddaughter of Charlotte Wright. I am honoured to be part of my legacy. This is my 

identity. This is who I am – my kinship relationships. 

As a child, I thrived in the care and love of many of my family. My mother’s sisters were all considered my 

mothers, and their children were my siblings. To spend entire school holidays with an aunty and weeks at a 

time with my nan are some of my most precious childhood memories. To be raised and loved in multi 

households was a simple pleasure. I was safe and felt secure. 

Today, for many families and individuals, this is no longer the case. Many Aboriginal families have 

encountered the forced removal of children into an “other” due to the Protection Act 1909-1943. However, 

the forced number of removals has remained high long since then. This removal of children into homes, 

and the people from their lands onto reserves, was a form of genocide. 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/cherie-johnson/


In 2008, I was moved to create an installation that includes an arrangement of ceramic coolamons 

representational of Indigenous children removed from their families. It is entitled Lest We Forget. 

I selected the traditional symbol of the coolamon, as its use was varied, but is most recognisable for the 

purpose of carrying babies. 

The number of coolamons used in the installation literally represents the documented statistics of those 

children who were removed, “nationally being one in three children”, as documented in the “Bringing Them 

Home” report. 

As a result of the installation – its size, title and simplicity – the viewer is compelled to seek rationale. 

Each coolamon or empty space is anonymous, like the children. Some spots are simply vacant, 

representing those children who could never find their way home. The broken coolamons are 

representative of the reality that is the multiplicity of socio-economic distress; that is, the reality of modern 

Aboriginal society. 

The close kinship safety net – knowing and belonging – is now distant, removed, invisible, and a broken 

existence. These individuals are displaced. 

The out-of-home care system has continued to lock many Aboriginal people into the removal process, 

when short-term and long-term solutions may otherwise have been a normal kinship relationship. The 

continued act of genocide has resulted in a loss of language and cultural knowledge, all impacting an 

individual’s cultural identity. This results in many feeling displaced and unable to speak of their 

descendants. 

Aboriginal people do not have a concept of adoption – it is simply kinship care. The whole community is 

responsible for raising the children. 

However, people are able to reclaim and reconnect with their ancestry. Culture is evolving, just as the 

Oxford dictionary adds new words each year, 2021 Aboriginal culture continues to evolve and is thriving. 

So, what can we do to help families and individuals connect to their cultural practices and culture? Is it 

possible to reverse some of the damage? 

At Speaking in Colour, we believe so. We consider it is every Australian child’s right to participate in and 

learn about cultural practices, especially Aboriginal children. It is of the utmost importance that schools 

provide these cultural opportunities for students as currently 25 per cent of the Aboriginal population in 

the Hunter/Lake Macquarie areas is aged between 5 and 14.   

But what if you’re no longer in the education system?  What can you do to gain a greater understanding of 

Aboriginal people and culture? Be an informed member of society and agent for change. Be aware of, and 

take part in, movements such as @Tradingblak, promoting Aboriginal products. Finally, diversify your 

viewing, reading and listening about Aboriginal people and culture to include Aboriginal authors, film 

makers and journalists who are speaking the truth. 

Cherie Johnson is the founder of Speaking in Colour, formed in 2010 to provide professional development 

for educators. Speaking in Colour’s mission is to educate, equip and encourage businesses and educators 

to understand and embrace Aboriginal culture and share this knowledge with the youth of today. 

Speaking in Colour has a variety of resources available on their website www.speakingincolour.com.au as 

well as information about their school and workplace programs. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

http://www.speakingincolour.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Sixth Sunday of Easter Year B 

Sunday 09 May 2021 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who has redeemed us 
and raised us to new life. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

United with the whole Church, 
we celebrate the joy of Easter 
and keep this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are the sacrifice that takes our sins away: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you teach us how to love: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you have chosen us to bear fruit that will endure: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Lord Jesus, 
as the Father loves you, 
so you have loved us. 
May we remain in your love 
and follow your commandments. 
We make this prayer through 
our Risen Lord Jesus. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Acts 10:25-26. 34-35. 44-48 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the gentiles also. 

As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet him, knelt at his feet and prostrated 
himself. But Peter helped him up. ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man after all!’ 

Then Peter addressed them: ‘The truth I have now come to realise’ he said, ‘is that God does 
not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right 
is acceptable to him.’ 

While Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all the listeners. Jewish believers 
who had accompanied Peter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit should be 
poured out on the pagans too, since they could hear them speaking strange languages and 
proclaiming the greatness of God. Peter himself then said, ‘Could anyone refuse the water of 
baptism to these people, now they have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have?’ He 
then gave orders for them to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged 
him to stay on for some days. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 97:1-4. R. see v.2 

(R.) The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

1 Jn 4:7-10 

A reading from the first letter of St John 

God is love. 

My dear people, 
let us love one another 
since love comes from God 
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God, 
because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed 
when God sent into the world his only Son 
so that we could have life through him; 
this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God, 
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jn 10:11-18 

The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

Jn 15:9-17 

No one can have greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘As the Father has loved me, 
so I have loved you. 
Remain in my love. 
If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and remain in his love. 
I have told you this  
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so that my own joy may be in you 
and your joy be complete. 
This is my commandment: 
love one another, 
as I have loved you. 
A man can have no greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends, 
if you do what I command you, 
I shall not call you servants any more, 
because a servant does not know 
his master’s business; 
I call you friends, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
You did not choose me, 
no, I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 
to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last; 
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you 
is to love one another.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Where does Jesus’ enormous capacity to love come from? 

Q. Is the sort of love that Jesus spoke of really possible? 

Q. When have you felt a non-romantic love for someone else? 

Q. What situation in your life would be changed if you responded out of love? 
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Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, let us offer our prayers to the God of love who answers 
those who call on him.  

Reader: That the Church will recognise and embrace those who proclaim faith in Christ 

Jesus.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That nations will live in peace through Christ’s commandment of love.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 
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All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That we may show our mothers, who have given us life and love, reverence and 

love.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who lay down their lives in service of others will be abundantly 

blessed.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give 

them hope, and their family and friends support and console them. 

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our community organisations and groups will operate with a spirit of 

inclusion.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community may bring God to all people around us through 

Christ’s message of love for our neighbour.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are sick will remain in Christ’s love, including those in our community 

and families.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That we, who have been baptised, will radiate Christ’s love to our family and 

friends and all whom we encounter.  

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 



Page | 8  

 

Readers: That all mothers who have died, may God bring them into the joy of his kingdom 

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Reader: That all those who have died will be crowned with ultimate joy in Christ, including 

those in our community and families.   

(pause) 

In your goodness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of love, you sent your only Son into the world that we might have new life. 
Hear our prayers and help us to love one another as Christ’s true friends. We 
make this prayer in Jesus’ name.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Mother’s Day Blessing: 
Mothers and those who are like mothers to children, you are previous in God’s eyes. 

We would like to pray a special blessing on each of you present here today and invite you to stand to receive your 

blessing: 

 Leader: 

May God look lovingly on you as you live lives of love for your children. 
May God look tenderly on you with the same tenderness you have for your children. 
May God comfort you in your time of need, just as you comfort your children. 
May God bless and strengthen you, 
May God be your hope and guide, 
And May God lead you gently through all your days. 
 
Mothers: Amen 

 

Blessing 

Leader: 

Through the resurrection of his Son 
God has redeemed us and made us his children.   
May the Lord bless us with joy 
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our life. Alleluia. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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