
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community  Jenny Douglas  Wed 
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD YEAR A  
SUNDAY 24TH MAY 2020 

 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension, a facet of what we call the Easter Mystery.  
 
As is common in human nature, those grieving the loss of Jesus gathered to share stories. They shared stories of the love 
they experienced in his eyes and touch. They shared how Jesus had believed in them in ways they couldn’t. As if by a 
bridge spanning a river, the disciples had to now cross to the other side, where they were taken hold of by the Spirit of 
the risen Lord.  
 
The Gospel contains what is called the great commission, when the risen Lord charges his 
disciples with the task of preaching the good news and making disciples of all the nations. That 
command remains unfulfilled in many ways, even today, two thousand years later. 
 
The point of the Ascension is not that Jesus is gone. The point is that he is now present among us 
and through us. It is our task to make his presence known and felt today. 
 

WEEKEND  WORHSHIP: 
Mass will be live streamed this Sunday at 
9.30am from Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Share the link with family and friends, and 
let’s gather online to pray as a community 
in these challenging times. 
This will continue each week while the 
COVID-19 restrictions are in place. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
live-stream/ 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to like to speak with or 
see a priest please contact the parish office 
and leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
KEEPING IN CONTACT 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact 
with our parish community with emails, 
the website and facebook.  
If you are in contact with other members 
of our parish community preferably via the 
phone or web-based communication and 
they may like or may benefit from email 
contact from the parish  please ask them 
to call the parish office. 

 



COMMUNITY UPDATE 
 A week ago, the Vicar-General of the Maitland Newcastle             
Diocese, wrote to all the parishes to help navigate the easing of 
restrictions and to communicate certain decisions for our              
diocese. The letter can be read on the Diocese’s website. 
It is important to note that the suspension of public Masses is 
still in effect:  
Believing it to be the more prudent course of action, the Bishop 
has determined that given the limitations on the number of 
people who could attend them, the public celebration of Mass 
will remain suspended under Step One and will be reviewed 
when we move to Step Two. The previously communicated               
dispensation of the faithful of the Diocese from the obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass remains in place. 
 The advice from the Vicar-General does make provision for 
churches to open for private prayer, although significant safety 
protocols would need to be observed such as pre-booking to 
ensure a current maximum of 10 persons is not exceeded,              
recording all names and contact details of visitors, observing          
social distancing of one person per 4m2, sanitising the spaces 
that have been occupied and ensuring that an appropriate                         
person is in attendance for the entire duration of any opening 
times to monitor compliance with all the above.  
Given the regulations from the state government and the advice 
from our diocese, our Parish Team, together with the Toronto 
Team, Fr Geoff and Fr Kevin, have come to the consensus that it 
is still the best course of action that our churches remain closed 
at this time.  
The decision to remain closed is closely linked with the                   
values we have as a community. In the conversations with                    
parishioners over the past weeks, what people expressed was 
that they were missing the community, as much as the                        
connection to the sacraments. Our celebrations are more than 
just attending church. We genuinely value coming together as 
community, as the Body of Christ. We are hopeful that when the 
easing of restrictions allow a larger gathering, we will be able to 
celebrate more fully our identity as a faith community. (See 
Louise Gannon’s article on the Diocese website for more                     
conversation around these ideas.)  
We appreciate that members of our community might wish to 
see the church open sooner for personal prayer or                  
smaller gatherings. Rather than assume what people want or 
need right now, we would like to know your thoughts, so please 
contact us and let us know. And if the community desires that 
the church opens now, please let us know what assistance you 
are willing to provide to make it happen. This could be your time, 
your energy, and your availability to help us safely meet the                     
current requirements. Feel free to email                                                   
morparish@mn.catholic.org.au and let us know your thoughts. 
 
TAX RECEIPTS FOR PLANNED GIVING 
Thank you to those who support our parish through our planned 
giving program. If you would like a tax receipt for your planned 
giving contributions please call or email the parish office by 31st 
May 2020. Please note as the number of givers who request a 
tax receipt is used in calculating the percentage claimable, for 
this reason we are unable to provide Tax receipts  for requests 
made after 30th June 2020. 
Please note that TAX RECEIPTS are for those who are                  
completing a TAX RETURN. We can supply a general receipt for 
those not completing a tax return any time after 30th June. 
 
MAY AURORA 
Is available online at: http://mnnews.today/aurora/  
 

 
THIS YEAR’S WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY WILL 
BE FROM 24 -31 MAY.  
The theme “They showed us unusual kindness” (Act 28:2), 
remembers the historic shipwreck of Paul on the island of 
Malta and calls us, just like the people on the Island of Malta 
to a greater generosity to those in need.   
The Week for Christian Unity is usually celebrated together. 
The theme calls us to move from shared prayer to shared             
action. Due to COVID-19, we are not able to join together, so 
we need to be creative and adapt the current situation. We 
welcome you to download the World Day of Prayer for                     
Christian Unity 2020 Reflection for 8 Days                                       
https://www.ncca.org.au/faith-and-unity-resources.  
Take some time each day to read the reflection, discern or 
meditate on the words, then journal your responses to the 
questions in the reflection, finish your session with the prayer 
provided or your own.  During the week reflect on what your 
action could be to show greater generosity to those in need.  
From the Diocese Ecumenical and Interfaith Council 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who are not online but 
would still like a bulletin please ask them to call the parish 
office. 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/4254/advice-to-parishes-covid-19-arrangements-update-fr-andrew-doohan-15-may-2020.pdf
http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/51224-liturgy-matters-forward-never-backward/
mailto:morparish@mn.catholic.org.au


THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD YEAR A  - Reflection by Daphne Peterson 
 
Today we celebrate the Ascension!  When I was a child I was always amazed by this event in the life of 
Christ. He must have been God if he could rise from the dead and then ascend into heaven! That was a 
magical, powerful story for a child who grew up before the age of rockets and moon landings and 
things. 

But what about Jesus’ disciples who witnessed this all those years ago? His people had waited for      
thousands of years for him to come.  Finally the Messiah arrived and then  … BAM! HE’s gone again 
“taken up before their very eyes and a cloud hid him from their sight”. We can only imagine what they 
might have felt – amazed? puzzled? confused? filled with doubt about going it alone without Jesus 
there to lead and guide them. Perhaps they felt inadequate and fearful of the mission they were                   
commissioned to do. 

I can’t help but draw a comparison with the disciples and those of us who follow Christ in 2020! Over 
the past couple of months, we too may have felt disillusioned, puzzled, confused and even doubted our 
ability to continue our own faith journey as we have coped with a very different and surreal way of              
Doing and Being Christian.  The pandemic and consequent social isolation has challenged us to face up 
to our responsibility for our mission of church. Needing us to find different ways of Being family and 
community. Forcing us – in some cases- to get out of our comfort zone and try new and different ways. 
And you know what? We have done it – thanks to the presence of the Spirit and modern technology.   
Now back to the Ascension. 

As an adult, I have even wondered if Jesus needed to leave in order to send the Spirit? But I think God’s 
plan was meant to empower us – to become disciples to give witness through our lives and actions. 
Jesus  said, “ you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and then you will be my                 
witnesses  …… to the ends of the earth” 

The Ascension adds the next dimension to the Jesus story.  It affirms the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God. Jesus lived his entire life in fulfillment of the promise of God’s Kingdom. His teaching life began 
in Galilee and his ascension took place from a mountain in Galilee.  This is where he commissioned his 
followers to continue his mission on earth as he began his reign at the right hand of the Father in               
heaven. The Kingdom is here! With his birth the King arrives, with his life, death and resurrection the 
King redeems and with his ascension the King rules.  This event completes the full story.  Jesus serves 
forever – representing us to the Father as our eternal priest prophet and King. 

The Ascension is a powerful reminder of our destiny. He ascended body and soul, fully human and fully 
divine into heaven. His humanity was a not costume that he put on at Christmas and cast off at the As-
cension! He remains one of us and so points to our destiny as humans – ruling over God’s creation and 
manifesting his glory everywhere. 

The Ascension therefore is not an optional extra tacked on to the end of the Jesus story. It is critical! It 
is the beginning of the King’s rule! It is the beginning of the mission of the spreading of the Kingdom 
through the power of the Spirit! It is an integral part of God’s plan. 

During recent weeks, we have each experienced some difficulties – we have needed to cater in                     
different ways for our physical and spiritual needs – but now we are coming out of the darkness of                 
isolation and into the light. Please God we will all hasten slowly during the emergence from our social 
isolation. 

As we cope with whatever lies ahead, let us keep our thoughts focused on the closing words from                  
today’s gospel – 

“know that I am with you always, yes, to the end of time.” 



PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
For Planned Giving  and the Second Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 PG plus envelope 
number if it is for planned giving. 
For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
PENTECOST SUNDAY— 31st May 
MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH— 1st June 
SAINT CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS—3rd June 
SAINT BONIFACE, BISHOP AND MARTYR—5th June 
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY—7th June 
ST BARNABAS, APOSTLE— 11th June 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Lisa Mirabello,                        
Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Gary Phillips, Dorothea Croker. 



LITURGY MATTERS: 

Forward never backward 

 

Well its begun. The restrictions are being eased and all the talk is about 

‘back to normal’, or ‘adjusting to the new normal’. Language is always 

interesting. Of course, for people of faith – particularly Christians – there is 

no ‘back to’. Let’s reflect on that a bit. 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED MAY 19, 2020 

The People of God are always moving forward.  God is always calling us into the future, to be 
made new every day by God’s love and to live in response to the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, 
who blows where it wills not where we might will. Given this long experience, it would be fair to 
assume that faith communities have wisdom to bring to this next step on the path of eased 
restrictions. 

The experience of COVID 19 and its consequent isolation and lockdown has and is continuing to 
change us, individually, as a society and as a Church. It is not uncommon to hear in news 
commentary expressions of appreciation for how we have united as a society, some at enormous 
personal cost, for the good of everyone.  We hear it said repeatedly that you wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else in the world right now but Australia. Well … maybe New Zealand. 

So how will we who have been so blessed – even amid enormous difficulty – live differently as a 
church community? Change exists on a spectrum from superficial to profound. Christ invites us 
to profound change. We have special language for it: conversion, repentance, metanoia. 

For most of these weeks of restriction, Liturgy Matters has reflected on the opportunities and gifts 
that have come with the closing of Churches and cessation of public liturgy.  At times it has 
reflected some of the torrent of commentary on ‘live streamed liturgy’ that has saturated Catholic 
journals.  Some writers suggest we have done twenty years reflection in a few months, as 
experience has pushed us to reflect on the nature of Church, liturgy and particularly eucharist.    

Whatever about the finer points of philosophy and the nature of presence, and the truth that live 
streamed masses by and large have been prayerful experiences that have supported the faith of 
the community, for me there are three striking realities: 

• A very few – mainly the ordained – have continued to be fed on the body and blood of 
Christ, while the vast majority of the People of God have gone hungry. Whatever your 
opinion about live streamed mass, nobody at home is receiving communion. 

• Everyone is without the flesh and blood experience of community. The ordained are in 
empty Churches and the rest of us are at home missing each other. No one is there to 
welcome the stranger, the homeless, the lonely.  The Church as sanctuary and shelter 
for all is gone.  Those inside have been behind locked doors, and the rest of us have 
been locked out.   

• Live streamed mass is only a possibility to those who have internet and devices that 
enable them to watch. Those without – either because of geography or poverty – have no 
access. 

These are the experiences that have prompted our deeper reflection. None of them embody 
adequately the nature of church, liturgy and eucharist. They are however gifts that not only 

http://mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/


prompt reflection but also promote conversion – change so profound it is visible in changed ways 
of being and behaving. 

So, as we move forward with the new directives, more attuned to what manifests the true nature 
of Church, liturgy and eucharist – a nature found in Christ whose commandment is love and 
whose kingdom is concerned with the common good including a preferential option for ‘the poor’ 
– let us be the people who … 

• are good citizens continuing to do what needs to be done for the good of the whole 
community. 

• rejoice that now there can be more present at funerals and weddings. 
• are patient that public mass remains unavailable. 
• appreciate that to have any liturgy – especially mass – that is by invitation only and 

where all are not welcome, is in contradiction to the nature of Church, liturgy and 
eucharist. 

• understand that while Churches can be open, the restrictions placed on that opening 
might yet make it impossible. 

• keep strengthening our domestic church with prayer and liturgy and ongoing participation 
in God’s mission. 

• dwell more and more in the Word of God and become living Words of God in our 
neighbourhoods and society. 

• ponder the mystery of the incarnation and allow it to shape us and our response to our 
current circumstances. God does not engage with us remotely.  God came to be with us 
and remains with us always – within us, around us, beyond us. 

• develop our awareness of parts of our country and the world where people have little 
access to the celebration of mass – sometimes as little as once a year. Is there some 
response we can make in this space? 

• claim more deeply our baptismal identity as sharing in the priestly, prophetic and 
shepherding ministry of Christ, and as the foundation for ALL ministry. 

• participate in and encourage Christ centered leadership: that invites us forward not 
backward; that leads rather than responds to ‘opinion polls’ and the loudest voice. 

• are grateful and count the blessing of simple things. 
• allow our experience of isolation and lockdown to open our eyes to the many ways our 

world, our society and our Church isolates and locks down individuals and groups. So 
converted may we stand up and speak out against such behaviours. And may I be more 
aware of the many ways I isolate and lockdown others. 

• love as God loves us and follow the Spirit of Truth who is with us and in us. 

What would you add to the list …? 

On Sunday in his homily, Bishop Bill said we are moving into a new phase where we are 
anticipating the prospect of gathering again to celebrate eucharist. One of my hopes is that we 
are anticipating even more, the prospect of gathering as a community. Yes, I said ‘even more’ 
because as the missal says, mass can begin ‘when the people have gathered’. I hope too that 
absence has gifted us with a deeper appreciation of mass: as something we do together, as a 
gathering in which we offer ourselves with Christ to be taken, blessed, broken and given for the 
life of the world, as a celebration in which our receiving communion is a consequence of offering 
ourselves, and in the feeding we are becoming more like Christ so that we will be food for the 
world. That’s what we are saying ‘amen’ to. ‘Amen’ is a dangerous word.  

We are moving forward not backward because Christ is not only within us. Christ is ahead of us, 
calling us to what is yet to come. I can hardly wait!      

Accompanying imaging from Pixabay.  All rights reserved. Free for commercial use. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/4254/advice-to-parishes-covid-19-arrangements-update-fr-andrew-doohan-15-may-2020.pdf
http://mnnews.today/doohan-discourse/2020/doohan-discourse-6th-sunday-of-easter-year-a/
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Ascension of the Lord
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 28:16-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before 
him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up 
and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; 
baptise them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them 
to observe all the commandments I gave to you. 
And know that I am with you always; yes, to the 
end of time.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Acts 1:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken in 
to heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions 
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion 
by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them 
about the kingdom of God. When he had been 
at table with them, he had told them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father 
had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you 
have heard me speak about: John baptised with 
water but you, not many days from now, will be 
baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, 
has the time come? Are you going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for 

you to know times or dates that the Father has 
decided by his own authority, but you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, 
and then you will be my witnesses not only in 
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, 
and indeed to the ends of the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked 
on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 
were still staring into the sky when suddenly two 
men in white were standing near them and they 
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing 
here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus 
will come back in the same way as you have 
seen him go there.’

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
        a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
 or
R. Alleluia

All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth.   R.
God goes up with shouts of joy;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast.
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praise.   R.
God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, all authority in heaven and 
 earth was given to you:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, we fall down before you:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you send us forth as 
 bearers of Good News: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 may we proclaim your name
 to all people, 
 and obey all your commandments.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Thursday
Second Reading   Eph 1:17-23
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to 
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes 
of your mind so that you can see what hope 
his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely 
great is the power that he has exercised for us 
believers. This you can tell from the strength 
of his power at work in Christ, when he used 
it to raise him from the dead and to make him 
sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every 
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, 
or any other name that can be named, not only 
in this age, but also in the age to come. He has 
put all things under his feet, and made him, as 
the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; 
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
the whole creation.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 28:16-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before 
him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up 
and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; 
baptise them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them 
to observe all the commandments I gave to you. 
And know that I am with you always; yes, to the 
end of time.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 through your Ascension into heaven,
 you prepare us for the kingdom of God.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



The Ascension of the Lord A 

Sunday 24 May 2020 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

(Sunday Celebrations in anticipation of the Eucharist) 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering of the Community 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Praise be to God  
who broke the chains of death  
by raising Christ Jesus in glory. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
as Fr Geoff or Fr Kevin 
is unable to be with us today, 
we cannot celebrate the Eucharist. 
We gather as God’s people  
to be nourished by the Word of God  
and to share holy communion.  
United with the whole Church,  
we celebrate the joy of Easter 
and keep this day of the Lord holy. 



Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life.  

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you clothe us with power from on high: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, your message goes out to all nations: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 
that we, who believe that your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, 
ascended this day to the heavens, 
may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



The Liturgy of the Word 

May the Word of God always be heard in this place 
as it unfolds the mystery of Christ before us. 

All are seated. 

First Reading 

Acts 1:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken into heaven. 

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many 
demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the 
kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me 
speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with 
the Holy Spirit.’ 
 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided 
by his own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you 
will be my witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the 
ends of the earth.’ 
 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 
were still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they 
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go 
there.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
  



Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6 

(R.)  God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

1. All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. (R.) 

 
2. God goes up with shouts of joy;  

the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. (R.) 

 
3. God is king of all the earth.  

Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.) 
 

Second Reading 

Eph 1:17-23 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes 
of your mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us 
believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to 
raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every 
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in 
this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as the 
ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the 
whole creation. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

Mt 28:19. 20 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 28:16-20 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. 
When they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke 
to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with 
you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed 

Q.  In the gospel passage, what is it that Jesus commissioned his disciples to do? 
Q.  What have been some of the ‘darker moments’ of the history of missionary activity of the 

Church? 
Q.  How does your local community seek to ‘spread the good news’ to others? 
Q.  What are some of the actions of being a witness that might speak louder than words? 
  



Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

Leader: 

Do you believe in God? 
All: 

I believe in God,  
the Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Leader: 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
All: 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

(all bow) 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Leader: 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
All: 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
  



Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, with Christ ascended into heaven, let us bring our prayers to the 
Lord.  

Reader: That the Holy Church will continue to bear witness to the Gospel with grace and 
courage.  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That all considering vocations to the priesthood will be lead in their calling by Christ the 

high priest.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That young Christians will turn to God for strength, remembering that Jesus is at their 

side at all times.   

(pause) 

In your glory: 
 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may be inspired by the joy and hope of Christ’s Ascension 

into heaven.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That the sick will be strengthened by God’s abundant mercy, especially N.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That those who have died will ascend to glory with Christ our Saviour, especially N.   

(pause) 

In your glory: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 



 
Leader: God our Father, your Son is with you, at your right hand. Hear our prayers and help us 

to glorify the work of our Saviour now enthroned in glory, through prayer, word and 
actions. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

 
All: Amen. 
 

Proclamation of Praise 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 
let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 

All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 

 

 



Sign of Peace 

Leader: 

Let us seal our prayer 
with a gesture of unity and reconciliation 
and offer each other a sign of peace. 

All exchange a sign of peace. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us 
our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. 
Amen 
  



The Concluding Rites 

Blessing 

All stand. 

Leader: 

Let us pray for God's blessing. 
A brief pause follows. 

Leader: 

Through the resurrection of his Son 
God has redeemed us and made us his children.   
May the Lord bless us with joy ✠ 
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our life. Alleluia. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 

and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 

publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the 
Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee 

on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 

(ICEL). All rights reserved.  

 


	2020_0524 The Ascension Year A SJV Parish Newsletter_1.pdf
	2020_0524 The Ascension Year A SJV Parish Newsletter.pdf
	2020_0524 The Ascension Year A Bulletin.pdf

	e251f309-4549-49b3-9ff9-c32df68408d1.pdf
	2020_0524 The Ascension Year A SJV Parish Newsletter.pdf
	5896684a-be56-4280-926d-368a9a712cbe.pdf
	2020_0519_Liturgy Matters Louise Gannon.pdf

	5896684a-be56-4280-926d-368a9a712cbe.pdf
	2020_0524_The Ascension Year A Weekly Prayer Sheet.pdf

	5896684a-be56-4280-926d-368a9a712cbe.pdf
	2020_05_24 The Ascension Year A Liturgy of the Word.pdf





