
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

In todays Gospel Jesus cures a deaf man who is not a Jew, and also has a speech impediment.  

The ability to hear and speak are two great gifts. Like all great gifts they can be taken for granted or even misused.  

The miracle has great relevance for us, not because we are deaf, but precisely we have the gifts of hearing and speech. The 
fact that we have these gifts, doesn’t mean we use them well. Many people are poor listeners and fail to hear. Worse 
again is to have ears and refuse to hear. So we need the Lord’s healing touch if we are to use our gifts well. 

So the miracle is not so much about the physical healing of the deaf man, rather it is about the opening of a persons ears 
so that they may be able to hear the word of God, and put it into practice in their lives. 

Just as Jesus was constantly instructing his disciples to listen, to be attentive, to stretch themselves 
beyond narrow ways of seeing and hearing, we pray that those who assemble for the Plenary Council 
will hear the response of the thousands of people to the question : How is God calling us to be a                
Christ– centred Church in Australia, at this time and in this place? 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   12th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  14th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   19th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  21st September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
DUE TO VERY LIMITED CAPACITIES                   
BOOKINGS ARE  ESSENTIAL.  
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com  or 
click on the Book for Services button on the 
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office. 
When you come to Mass or Liturgy you will 
need to check in electronically. 
It is compulsory that Face Masks are to be 
worn Indoors, when lining up outdoors, 
sharing any transport with people who do 
not live with you .  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK WITH A 
PRIEST PLEASE CONTACT FR KEVIN ON                 
02 4973 1537 . 
 
PARISH OFFICE  
DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS            
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED AS ROSANNA 
IS WORKING REMOTELY THE BEST CONTACT 
METHOD IS VIA EMAIL OR YOU CAN CALL 
THE OFFICE NUMBER AND SPEAK TO A PLT 
MEMBER. 

 

Due to stay –at—home orders all services up until 12.01am 
on Friday 10th September 2021 are cancelled. 



 REFLECTION FOR 23RD SUNDAY  O/T  YR B    5TH SEPT 2021 

Strangely, this week's Gospel about the healing of a man 
who was deaf & dumb is LESS about healing than it is about 
Jesus being the Messiah.  

The theme is set up in the first Reading, when the Prophet 
Isaiah, describes the signs by which the coming of the               
Messiah will be recognised-- "the blind will see; the deaf will 
hear; the lame will leap; the dumb will speak." 

So, in the Gospel when Jesus actually healed the man, the 
people in the crowd were astonished & certainly in deep          
admiration of what he had done! They even exclaimed " he 
makes the deaf hear & the dumb speak",  thereby directly 
echoing the words of Isaiah & recognising Jesus as fulfilling 
these ancient prophecies. This healing story takes place in the 
region of the Decapolis- a group of ten cities on the eastern 
frontier of the Roman Empire, southeast of the Galilee region, 
& was populated mostly by Gentiles - so by travelling within 
this area, & working miraculous healings, Jesus is making the 
point that his mission is to ALL people, not just the "Chosen 
People" of Israel. 

He commanded the crowd to tell no one about this very 
intimate contact with a complete stranger, regarded as an 
outcast & "unclean" because of his disabilities. When he 
speaks the word of healing "Ephphatha-  "Be opened" - he 
appears to be speaking not only to the man - but to all those 
watching & listening- sending a clear message to them to be 
OPEN to the possibility of embracing ALL those who have 
been cast out & especially to be OPEN to a different                      
understanding of Messiah. 

All three of the synoptic Gospel writers were at pains to 
demonstrate that Jesus was the fulfilment of the prophecies 
of the Scriptures & this reference to Isaiah's prophecy                        
appears in all of them .  

Isaiah portrayed a Messiah who would release them from 
their physical afflictions & allow them to re-enter society & 
wasn't that what Jesus did time & time again? By these              
actions he also called on those in the crowds around him to 
"be open" to compassion & the needs of all people in their 
communities. 

It is an obligation for us to look into our lives & see how we 
can cross the boundaries & make a difference in someone 
else's life like Jesus did. 

Let us think about the immense joy of someone being cured 
of a hearing disability--listening for the first time to the 
sounds of birds, waves crashing on the beach, beautiful music 
or just the sound of a friend's voice-- all these everyday                  
occurrences that we take for granted, don't we?  

Let us NOT turn a deaf ear to the cries of the poor, or to 
those asking forgiveness or even to the teachings of Jesus, our 
Messiah, who is the source of great joy if we allow him to 
touch us & heal our spiritual deafness. 

St Augustine of Hippo asks us to  "find out how much God 
has given you & from it take only what you need--- the                
remainder is needed by others". 

Perhaps you might like to try this little exercise, it might 
bring some peace & comfort to you during these days of                
isolation & separation! 

Pause to take in some element of the natural world around 
you ---wait a few minutes while the wonder of it works on 
your soul, turns your heart towards God & gives birth to a 
prayer!                                                                       Heather White 
 

 
"AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY YEAR “  

The “Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) Family Year” is an          
initiative of Pope Francis, which aims to reach every family 
around the world through several spiritual, pastoral and                  
cultural proposals that can be implemented within parishes, 
dioceses, universities, ecclesial movements and family                          
associations.  

Over the course of ten monthly episodes, hear the Holy             
Father talk about each of the chapters of the Apostolic                    
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, along with the testimonies of 
different families who will share some aspects of their daily 
lives.  

This initiative is a joint collaboration between the Dicastery 
for the Laity, Family and Life and Vatican News, and aims to 
facilitate the reading of the Apostolic Exhortation, with the aid 
of downloadable material prepared for personal and                          
community reflection. 

To access this resource: 
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/

amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amoris-
laetitia.html  
 

‘He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 
Mark 7:31-37 

The Church hears the cries of the poor and the groans of the 

earth. It seeks to stand in solidarity with the poor and the                        

marginalised, and to exercise good stewardship of the fragile 

ecosystems that support life on earth. 

(Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, “A New Earth: The 
Environmental Challenge. Social Justice Statement 2002”,                 
accessed 23 April 2021, https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2019/11/Social-Justice-Statement-2002.pdf, 
10.) 

www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amoris-laetitia.html
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amoris-laetitia.html
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amoris-laetitia.html
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/


HAVING A ‘SWIM’ IN THE FOREST- FR KEVIN  
Going for bath is almost always about splashing about in 

the water. However, over in Japan there is something called 
‘shinrin-yoku’ It is referring to the practice of what is called 
‘forest-bathing’! This involves a person or a group choosing 
to go for a quiet walk in the outdoors- specifically in a forest. 
In other words, to immerse ourselves in nature. The health 
and general well being results are apparently considerable.  

 The specific idea of ‘forest-bathing’ developing as it did in 
Japan because for example, many people who lived in eg 
Tokyo (population apparently about 30 million) had various 
symptoms of forms unwellness… and which researchers 
eventually put down to what was called ‘nature deficit disor-
der.’ The benefits of ‘shinrin-yoku’ have been subject of 
medical research. It is surprising to read of how going for 
even an hourly walk each week in the outdoors have brought 
considerable relief to people suffering a broad spectrum of ill
-health both physical and mental. The greener the surround-
ing nature, the better! In such spaces, the brain unfurls; bird-
song, and researchers say trees even exude chemicals helpful 
to our wellbeing!   

Well. Such interesting information- and which we sought of 
know about deep down. I came across this information in 
what seems an excellent book called ‘Phosphorescence’ by 
Julia Baird, a Sydney woman with a journalist background. 
The award winning book came out a couple of years ago. 
Julia’s book she says herself is about the sense of awe which 
comes from engaging with nature. Julia’s day commences 
with a dawn swim (flippers and goggles) with a group of like-
minded people around Manly/Shelley beach area. With a 
couple of brave friends, Julia also makes looks for opportuni-
ties to go for night time ocean swims when luminous phos-
phorescence appears in the ocean breakers..! Hmmm…  

It’s been a week of gathering insights. I heard someone this 
week speak about the importance of sunshine on our skin for 
our… health and wellbeing! We have been cautioned about 
the potential dangers of too much sunshine. The speaker was 
saying, true; however a small, safe, daily dose of sunshine 
helps produce vitamin D3… good for bones and the immune 
system!  

I note that especially when given to extended times of 
prayer, the Gospel stories tell of Jesus often praying in the 
outdoors… even a month in the desert! Our own awareness 
of the wonder of God can be awakened when we also sense 
how nature’s beauty is in fact a gift.  

“Praise God, sun and moon; praise God shining stars; praise 
God mountains and hills; all fruit trees and cedars; praise 
God beasts wild and tame; all earth’s kings and peoples, 
praise God…” (cf Psalm 148)   
 
SEASONS OF CREATION CELEBRATION 
This year the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, is partnering 
with Seasons of Creation to help raise awareness of the               
urgent need to care for the earth and for one another. 
Join us to hear guest speakers break open this years Season 
of Creation theme, “A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of 
God”. Finalists from the film competition will be viewed and 
the winner will be announced. 
For more information on the film competition go to: 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-
faith-formation/upcoming-events/  
Time: 2:00PM Date: Saturday, 25 September 2021 
More information: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season
-of-creation-tickets-167271083313  

SEASONS OF CREATION – FILM COMPETITION 
Do you love making TikTok videos or short films? Amidst the 
climate crisis and the coronavirus pandemic, our sisters and 
brothers are clamoring for hope and restoration. NOW is the 
time to come together and take action! #SeasonOfCreation. 
You are invited to participate in a film contest which involves 
creating a 2-minute film that explores the 2021 Seasons of 
Creation theme – A Home for All.  
For more information, visit https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-
events/ 
or contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 
Entries close 18 September 2021. 

PINTS WITH A PURPOSE | EXPLORE SEASON OF CREATION 
WITH ROSE MCALLISTER  
The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship 
with our Creator and all creation through celebration,                     
conversion, and commitment. 
MN Catholic Youth welcome Rose McAllister (Manager-               
Formation and Education) who will explore this year's theme; 
inviting us to consider how we can celebrate this season so 
we are caring for our common home.  
Time: 7:00PM Date: Monday, 6 September 2021 
More information: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pints-
with-a-purpose-season-of-creation-tickets-168044011161 
 
HAITI EARTHQUAKE SUPPORT | CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with the people 
of the Haiti who have been devastated by a 7.2 magnitude 
earthquake.  
Over 1,400 people have died, and thousands more left                 
injured. Homes, churches and schools have been damaged in 
the quake, and reports indicate that more than 30,000                   
families have been left homeless.  
The country also continues to grapple with COVID-19,                   
poverty, and ongoing political instability and violence. 
There is immediate and urgent need for food, water, shelter, 
hygiene kits and first aid on the ground.  
To provide support, you can donate to Caritas Australia’s 
Emergency Response Appeal. 
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au or by calling                             
1800 024 413 toll free. 
 
HUMANITARIAN CRISES UNFOLDING IN AFGHANISTAN AND 
LEBANON 
As the situations in Afghanistan and Lebanon deteriorate, 
you can help to support families caught up in the crises.  
In Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes, 
with half of the population in urgent need of food, water, 
shelter and protection.  
In Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, fuel, 
medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing massive fuel 
shortages and will soon have to turn off the lights.  
Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we are able to                
respond to crises like these and others across the world.  
Visit caritas.org.au/lebanon or www.caritas.org.au/
afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 toll free to provide much 
needed support.    
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
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https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season-of-creation-tickets-167271083313
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pints-with-a-purpose-season-of-creation-tickets-168044011161
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pints-with-a-purpose-season-of-creation-tickets-168044011161


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS—STAY AT HOME ORDERS 
All Places of Worship in the Lake Macquarie, Hunter and         
Upper Hunter are currently closed at this stage until 12.01am 
on Friday 10th September 2021. The only exception is for a                   
Funeral or Memorial Service, which are limited to 10                  
mourners. If any of the mourners reside outside the LGA of 
the funeral they can only attend if they are the spouse,                       
de facto partner, parent, child, or sibling of the deceased         
person. We will be placing  copies of the Parish Newsletter in 
the   holders located at the doors near the breezeway. The  
Newsletter contains a Sunday Prayer Service that everyone 
can use at home. If you know someone who doesn’t have 
access to the internet please let them know they can pick one 
up from outside the Church. 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 8TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM— 13TH SEPTEMBER 
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS— 14TH SEPTEMBER 
OUR LADY OF SORROWS— 15TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS CORNELIUS AND CYPRIAN— 16TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW KIM TAEGON, PAUL CHONG HASANG AND 
COMPANIONS— 20TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT MATTHEW— 21ST SEPTEMBER 
SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA— 23RD SEPTEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bishop Bill Wright, Mark Patrick, Robert Jay, Michelle Clipsham. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Jimmy Thornton 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 No Service Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30  M Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30  J Hutchins 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30  J Hutchins 

SERVERS 9.30  V Paulo 

AV: 9.30  M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30  J France 

COVID-19 
SAFETY TEAM 

9.30  H White 
T Alexander 

R Hay 
J France 

COMMUNION  
USHERS 

9.30  COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

CLEANERS 9.30  COVID-19 Safety 
Team 
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Season of Creation 2021 Prayer 
Creator of All, 

We are grateful that from your communion of love you created our planet to be a home 

for all. By your Holy Wisdom you made the Earth to bring forth a diversity of living beings 

that filled the soil, water and air. Each part of creation praises you in their being, and 

cares for one another from our place in the web of life. 

With the Psalmist, we sing your praise that in your house “even the sparrow finds a 

home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young.” We remember 

that you call human beings to keep your garden in ways that honor the dignity of each 

creature and conserve their place in the abundance of life on Earth. 

But we know that our will to power pushes the planet beyond her limits. Our 

consumption is out of harmony and rhythm with Earth’s capacity to heal herself. 

Habitats are left barren or lost. Species are lost and systems fail. Where reefs and 

burrows, mountaintops and ocean deeps once teemed with life and relationships, wet 

and dry deserts lie empty, as if uncreated. Human families are displaced by insecurity 

and conflict, migrating in search of peace. Animals flee fires, deforestation and famine, 

wandering in search of a new place to find a home to lay their young and live. 

In this Season of Creation, we pray that the breath of your creative Word would move 

our hearts, as in the waters of our birth and baptism. Give us faith to follow Christ to our 

just place in the beloved community. Enlighten us with the grace to respond to your 

covenant and call to care for our common home. In our tilling and keeping, gladden our 

hearts to know that we participate with your Holy Spirit to renew the face of your Earth, 

and safeguard a home for all. 

In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to all creation, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 



National Child 
Protection Week 
is coming up – 
Here’s how you 
can get involved 
 

 

National Child Protection Week is a campaign held annually across Australia to raise 
awareness of child abuse prevention. This year’s campaign will be held between 5 – 
11 September. 

ALEXANDER FOSTER PUBLISHED AUGUST 20, 2021 
 
National Child Protection Week aims to engage, educate, and empower Australians to understand the 

complexity of child abuse and neglect, and work together to prevent it. The campaign does this through the 
sharing of events and resources to encourage communities to engage in conversations around children’s 
safety and wellbeing. 

This year’s theme is: 

Every child, in every community, needs a fair go.  
To treat all of Australia’s children fairly, we need to make sure every family and community has what kids need to 

thrive and be healthy. 

As a diocese, our goal when it comes to child protection is to always recognise and uphold the dignity and 
rights of all children and vulnerable adults, in-line with the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s abiding 
commitment to their safety, welfare, and wellbeing. 

What’s happening in our primary schools? 
This year, we’re inviting students in our primary schools to consider who their safety network is: 

5 trusted adults you can talk to about anything. 
5 trusted adults who will always listen. 

To help spread this message to our students and community, we’re asking our schools to work with 
students to create a “wall of hands” in a prominent location onsite at their school. These hands will feature 
each child’s safety network, with a different trusted adult listed on each finger. 

The purpose of this experience is to encourage students to think about who they can trust and open the 
conversation about what it means to feel safe and secure. We encourage our parents and carers to discuss 
this concept with their children at home to extend their experience. 

What’s happening in our secondary schools?  
This year, we’re inviting students in our secondary schools to design a piece of art that represents what it 

means to feel safe and secure. 
The top five entries will receive: 

1. a $50 voucher each; and 
2. the opportunity for their art to be featured across Aurora Magazine, Diocesan social media 

channels, and Diocesan email banners. 

https://mnnews.today/authors/alexander-foster/


The purpose of this experience is to foster our students’ understandings of the importance of child 
protection and to open the conversation about what it means to feel safe and secure. 

We ask that you share this competition with your children or students and encourage them to get involved. 
Download the competition details and design template at :  

https://mnnews.today/media/2860587/secondary-art-competition-national-child-protection-week-2021-
copy.pdf 

What’s happening in our Early Education centres 
This year, we’re encouraging our St Nicholas Early Education centres to get involved using the information 

and resources provided in the ‘Child Empowerment Program’, developed by Lochinvar Centre Director, 
Georgina Oakenfull. 

The aim of the program is to empower children with the skills and knowledge for them to help keep 
themselves safe. 

For more information on the Child Empowerment Program, contact your local St Nicholas Early Education 
centre. 

The role of parents/carers 
We invite parents and carers from across our schools and Early Education centres to share the above 

initiatives with your children and encourage them to get involved. 
We also encourage the broader community to visit officeofsafeguarding.org.au/national-child-protection-

week and use the resources available to support your children to stay safe. 

Contact 
For any questions or concerns relating to National Child Protection Week 2021, please contact: 
Sophie Dougherty – Investigator, Prevention & Response Service (Office of Safeguarding) 
sophie.dougherty@mn.catholic.org.au 
(02) 4979 1390 
OR 
Connie Peate – Investigator, Prevention & Response Service (Office of Safeguarding) 
connie.peate@mn.catholic.org.au 
(02) 4979 1390 
 

LITURGY 
MATTERS: 
Perpetual Day of 
Remembrance 
 

 

 

On 15 September we remember the harm caused by our history of child sexual abuse 
and failure to protect children within the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. In 
2020 Bishop Bill decreed that Perpetual Day of Remembrance Sunday would be 
celebrated each year as a special Feast Day on the Sunday of or immediately prior to 
15 September. 

http://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/national-child-protection-week
http://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/national-child-protection-week
http://sophie.dougherty@mn.catholic.org.au/
http://connie.peate@mn.catholic.org.au/


LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED AUGUST 31, 2021 

And so, in the Church of Maitland-Newcastle, Perpetual Day of Remembrance Sunday has its own readings 
and prayer texts. These replace those for the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time which the rest of the church 
celebrates on that day. 

Finding appropriate readings and prayers was undertaken by the Diocesan Liturgy Council’s Standing 
Committee for the Perpetual Day of Remembrance. This work involved a long process of considering 
possibilities, prayer and reflection, and consultation, including with the Healing and Support Team from the 
Office of Safeguarding. The chosen readings, with a few other options, were sent to some clergy for comment 
and feedback. All affirmed the choice. Finally, Bishop Bill indicated his approval by decree. 

View Perpetual Day of Remembrance Sunday Readings 
The focus is the gospel call to change through the power of God’s love which raises up new life in the midst 

of death and despair. 
The readings seek to help us to recall our experience of death, of loss, of dryness, of hopelessness amid 

impossible challenges – like a valley of lifeless, dry bones that we hear about in the first reading. In the face of 
such dryness and loss, God calls the prophet Ezekiel to speak a word that raises up new life. Our response to 
hearing this call is to proclaim in faith, ‘My soul is thirsting for the living God’. In the Gospel we hear the faith 
and promise of a young woman, who though she felt ‘lowly’, dared to say ‘yes’ to God who had ‘done great 
things’ for her, and who promised to do so into the future, routing from the human heart all that diminishes 
the life of others. And so, as the second reading proclaims, the dying-rising pattern of our lives has its 
influence on others. 

It is fair to say that Ezekiel was not part of whatever created the valley of dry bones in which God placed 
him. There’s no avoidance here. God made him walk up and down among all the bones. 

Similarly, as many say, we are not responsible for creating the dry bones of our Church’s history of sexual 
abuse of children. And still, like Ezekiel, the hand of the Lord has been laid on us. We – the members of the 
Body of Christ today – are asked by God to ‘prophesy’ through our lives and prayer, so that healing and life is 
brought to this valley of dry bones that we all experience in some way. 

Our personal experiences of such dry bones, our own thirst for the living God, our own remembering of 
‘the great things God has done for me’, empowers us to offer our personal and communal ‘yes’ to God. 

It is for us to ponder how our ‘yes’ can embody the mercy of God that reaches from age to age; how our 
yes can help to rout from our own hearts and society, those human qualities that continue to enable even 
subtle forms of abuse – disrespect, silence, judgment, privilege. (cf. Parish Resource, Prayer for turning on the 
light of Christ p. 7) What are the dry bones that in this age deal death rather than life? 

The striking image of the dry bones and Mary’s proclamation, connected by our communal ‘thirsting for the 
living God’ includes us all, reaching beyond the dichotomies of perpetrator and victim/survivor, past and 
present, me/us and them. 

It is hoped that these readings with their stark images invite us all to move beyond just looking at the dry 
bones of our history and crying out, ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope has gone!’  They are a word of Hope 
that invite us to action; to live lives that proclaim the greatness of the Lord here and now. They echo a call to 
conversion. 

If the light of Christ is to shine, if the mercy of God is to reach into this time and place, if hope is to be 
found, then we need to follow the example of Ezekiel and Mary and say our ‘yes’ to God. 

May our Perpetual Remembering in 2021, inspired by the Holy Spirit, lead us all into an ever-deepening 
change of heart that promotes the love of God here and now.  

 
Resources for the Perpetual Day of Remembrance are available on the diocesan website at 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/ . Please click on the 
drop-down menu at the top of the list. There you will find a resource pack for: 

Individuals and households at  https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/4753/perpetual-day-of-
remembrance-resources_individuals-household_2021-final.pdf 
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Sunday 05 Sep 2021 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you open the eyes of the blind: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you give courage to those who are afraid: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you love the lowly and the poor: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of power and compassion, 

in Christ you reveal your will 

to heal and to save. 

Open our ears to your redeeming word 

and move our hearts by the strength of your love, 

so that our every word and work 

may proclaim as Messiah 

Jesus the Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Is 35:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Then the ears of the deaf shall be opened and the tongues of the dumb speak. 

Say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 

for water gushes in the desert, 
streams in the wasteland, 
the scorched earth becomes a lake, 
the parched land springs of water. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 145:7-10. R. v.1 

(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bound down, 
the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. (R.) 

3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan,  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Jas 2:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St James 

Has not God chosen the poor of the world to inherit the kingdom? 

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord, with the making of 
distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes into your synagogue, 
beautifully dressed and with a gold ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 
shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to the 
best seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the floor by my 
foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used two different standards in your mind, and turned 
yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? 

Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to the world that God chose, to 
be rich in faith and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised to those who love him. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mk 7:31-37 

He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, 
right through the Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who had an impediment 
in his speech; and they asked him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue with spittle. Then 
looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, ‘Be opened.’ And his 
ears were opened, and the ligament of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they 
published it. Their admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ they said ‘he 
makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 
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Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What message emerges from the gospel passage for you? 

Q. Why did the gospel writer make reference to the passage from Isaiah in the words of the 
crowd? 

Q. What might have happened next in the life of the man who was healed? 

Q. Why was Jesus so keen to keep his actions quiet? 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Faithful 
Leader: My dear friends, let us bring our intentions before the Lord, who heals all in need.

  

Reader: That the Holy Church will have eyes open to the needs of all its faithful.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 
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All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  That fathers will be granted strength and courage to guide their families towards 
a deeper love for Christ. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That nations will promote fairness and justice for all, regardless of difference or 
class.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That fathers who grieve and mourn, especially those who have lost a child, will 
find consolation in God’s promise of eternal life. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader:  That fathers who have died will be united with the father of all in God’s heavenly 
kingdom. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are ill may experience God’s healing and presence, especially those 
in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who have died will inherit the kingdom prepared for them by the Lord, 
especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Lord God, you open our ears with your healing touch.  Hear our words as we 
speak to you and grant us the strength to help all in need as we do your will.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Father’s Day Blessing 

 Leader: 

 Lord God, who is Father of all, 

send your blessing down on these men who are fathers. 

For those who in the night worry for their child, 

grant them your comfort. 

For those who in the day work and struggle to provide for their child, 

send them your strength. 

For those who mourn a child, 

hold them in your love. 

For those who play, laugh, sing and dance with their child, 

you share in their joy. 

Lord God, who is Father of all, 

walk with these fathers, in the light times and the dark. 

Bless them, and may they each be a living symbol of your fatherly love; 

a symbol to their children and all who they encounter. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
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All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May God, the source of every good,  

bless us and give success to our work, 

so that we may rejoice in the gifts we have received  

and praise God's name  

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved.The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
rights reserved.  
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