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We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community  Jenny Douglas  Wed 
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A  
SUNDAY 29TH MARCH 2020 

 
 

We have heard today’s Gospel story so many times that perhaps it is too easy to say to ourselves, “Oh, the 
raising of Lazarus — I know that one,” and then begin to daydream 
 
The dramatic Gospel story, invites us to stand awestruck with all the others, as Jesus approaches the tomb of 
Lazarus. “Lazarus, come out!” he commanded. His voice, reached into the dark tomb and found the dead 
man’s ears, and the power of the universe,  poured life back into Lazarus’ cold, grey body.  
 
In sending his disciples out to spread the good news, Jesus empowered them to cure the 
sick, raise the dead and heal the leprous. At the very least, it would seem that as Jesus’ 
disciples today, we are empowered to help heal those we can, and by our example to 
inspire those who are spiritually dead to come back to life and be restored in their faith. 

 
 
 

WEEKEND  AND WEEKDAY WORHSHIP: 
As per Bishop Bill's Pastoral Letter to the 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle                          
Confronting COVID-19 Pandemic Event 
dated 19th March 2020 there will be no 
Masses or Liturgies until further notice. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to like to speak with a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to call you. 
If a family member would like to receive 
Anointing of the Sick or Viaticum please 
call the parish office on 4973 6859. 
 
KEEPING IN CONTACT 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact 
with our parish community with emails, 
the website and facebook.  
If you know are in contact preferably via 
the phone or web-based communication 
with people who would like or may benefit 
from email contact from the parish  please 
ask them to call the parish office and we 
can add them to our email distribution list. 
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SHARING OUR STORY 
Everyone has a story. 
No matter how ordinary yours may seem, we’ve all got a 
story to tell and you never know what it can mean to                   
someone until you share it. 
As we enter a fallow period, we have been given the gift of 
time. A time to reflect on our life, a life of being faithful                    
people.  We invite you to share your story.  
You could use the following questions as a guide.  
Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How 
did they do that? 
Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? 
What made them significant? 
How has your faith been reflected in your work, your hob-
bies, your values, your choices, and your priorities at various 
times in your life? 
In what ways has your faith guided and supported you over 
your lifetime? How has your church/faith community guided 
and supported you? 
We hope to use these stories as part of a Diocesan                            
Formation and Education project. 
Please send your story to: sharemystory@mn.catholic.org 
 
MAKING IT REAL ART COMPETITION 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement 
Making it real: Genuine human encounter in our digital 
world, affirms the positive possibilities for encounter and 
solidarity offered by new digital media, while warning of 
those elements of our digital world that may be harmful. 
The Statement points out that we are called not just to be 
inhabitants of this new digital world, but active citizens 
shaping it.  
Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes in 
the Social Justice Statement. Works must be on A3 paper, 
with a 150-word artist statement accompanying the work. 
Entries close Friday 14 August. Exhibition date is Saturday 29 
August at San Clemente High School, Mayfield. $150 prize 
for each category (Stage 3,4,5,6 and adult). Contact 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au for more information.  
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Tawonga is a 10-year-old girl, living with 
a disability. She lives in a village in               
northern Malawi in a region plagued by 
food insecurity and poverty. For most of 
her life, her parents have struggled to put 
meals on the table. Tawonga often had to 
miss school because she was too sick 
from hunger. The family also faced                 
discrimination in their community due to 
her disability. Since participating in a 
Caritas Australia supported program, 

Tawonga’s life has transformed. Her family now grows enough 
food to provide three meals a day, ending the struggle of                     
malnutrition, and helping her thrive at school.  
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to so this                                   
transformational program can continue to empower vulnerable 
women, men and children, and strengthen the communities 
around them.  
Let’s Go Further, Together. You can donate through Parish                
boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or  phoning 1800 024 413.  
 
LIVE STREAM ING OF MASS 
our Diocese’s Sacred Heart Cathedral will be live streaming 
mass at 9.30am on Sunday 29th march on their YouTube              
channel . Which you can access on Your Desktop PC , Laptop PC,   
Tablet, Smartphone or Smart TV. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC9_6QP0PY1JTCYUK4cpu4ug  
 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
The Diocese recommends morning and evening prayer to                
individuals and families. 
And suggests downloading the Universalis App which                    
contains not only the Prayer of the Church but also the Mass of 
the day and many other things.  
See also: https://liturgy.life/2020/03/keepingsunday-holy-when
-we-cannot-gather-for-mass-liturgy-of-the-hours/ 
 
TRUTH AND TRUSTWORTHINESS MUST BE GUARANTEED 
Honesty and trust are fundamental to the operation of our                
social, economic and political institutions. Half-truths, lies and 
slander gone viral can harm the solidarity of a people,                                
particularly during important periods like election campaigns. 
Our right to truthful information and trustworthy broadcasting 
requires greater regulation of digital platforms, with sanctions 
for the spread of fake, divisive and offensive content. 
Call on leaders in the news industry and our governments to 
support robust and independent journalism. 
Write to your local member about the responsibility of the Fed-
eral Government to support and promote the role of the public 
broadcaster. 
Counter half-truths and misinformation by providing accurate 
information from reputable sources. 
 

VOLUNTEERING IN OUR PARISH 
Please watch this space for future opportunities. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP ABOUT THE CELEBRATION OF 
SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION FOR CHILDREN  
Parish Sacramental Preparation Programs are to be                 
cancelled for the duration of 2020. 
The celebrations of Confirmation and First Communion are 
cancelled for 2020; we shall observe a ‘fallow year’. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family member 
or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
RECORDED HOMILIES 
The homilies of Bishop Bill or Fr Andrew from the Cathedral 
Mass on Sundays will be recorded and made available online 
by lunch time on Sundays. These homilies can be accessed via 
Spotify or iTunes. 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
When we cannot receive the Eucharist we can make a                    
spiritual communion. A recommended way to do this is to 
spend some time in prayer, reflecting on the Mass readings 
and then reciting this prayer written by St. Alphonsus Liguori: 

 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

THE CELEBRATION OF FUNERALS 
1. Funerals may continue to be celebrated in church                        
buildings, under the following conditions: 

a. Attendance should be limited to those immediately 
associated with the deceased, especially immediate 
and close family members up to ten. 

 b. Mourners will be obliged to observe the 4spm            
 requirements during the funeral. 
2. Any service requested in a crematorium or funeral home 
chapel must observe the limitations on the numbers 
attending. 
3. Those arranging funerals should be reminded that it is 
possible to hold a private funeral service and committal 
immediately, and then have a Memorial Mass once the 
current pandemic resolves itself. 
 
WEDDING CELEBRATIONS 
The ability to celebrate weddings continues in light of the 
new restrictions, though the number of number of 
people who can attend is restricted to those who are 
obliged to be present, i. e. the bride and groom, the two 
witnesses, and the celebrant. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
That you can make donations to the parish, planned        
giving and the first collection electronically using bank 
transfer direct debit or via the diocese website. For bank 
transfer payments or  direct debit payments please contact 
the parish office and we will be able to supply our bank                    
account details or a direct debit authority form. For                       
website payments go to: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
about/parish-payments/  or the click on the Parish                      
Payments link on the Parish Website.  
 
OFFICIAL MOBILE APP OF THE DIOCESE OF                                    
MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE  
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is pleased to                            
announce the launch of our brand new mobile app for         
tablets and smartphones. 
The new mobile app is our latest innovation in                            
communicating with Catholics in the Diocese. It is designed 
to enable you to find details of the latest news, stories and 
events in the Diocese. 

 

CORONAVIRUS PRAYER 
 
Jesus Christ, you travelled 
through towns and villages 
“curing every disease and illness.”  
At your command, the 
sick were made well.  
Come to our aid now, in the midst of the 
global spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience 
your healing love. Heal those 
who have the Coronavirus. Heal 
us from our fear, which prevents 
nations from working together 
and neighbours from helping 
one another. 
Amen 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 5th April 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER— 9th April 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD—10th April 
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 11th April 
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD— 12th April 
SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE— 14th May 
 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Joan Gillett,                          
Bruce Gillett, Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
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REFLECTION FOR FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 2020 
I imagine that most people are hoping that they will be able to cope with the Coronavirus crisis; and that in the 

end they will survive; and that life will be safer and better with people showing more love and concern for each 

other and for the planet. 

Even before the crisis, as we all know, there has been so much suffering in the world; and now there is more 

pain, with people losing jobs and security, with fear of what will happen if they or their loved ones contract the 

disease, and in many cases the fear of losing their lives and dying in pain.  

My attention has been drawn to a traditional prayer, the Memorare, which begins with these words: 

“Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, im-

plored your help, or sought your intercession, was left unaided.” Mother Teresa of Calcutta when she needed 

resourcing found great comfort in this prayer. She also knew that Mary was at the foot of the cross supporting 

her son, and that Jesus said: “Behold your mother”.  

On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 12 December last year, Pope Francis said that Mary revealed there "that 

she is everyone's mother." So, in these difficult times I encourage you, as I encourage myself, to ask Mary to pray 

for us. For some of us, saying the Rosary might be a helpful way to be aware of her presence, and to deepen our 

sense of the mysteries that are mentioned in the Rosary.  

It may also be helpful to think of what is called the Communion of Saints. All of us on earth now can help each 

other, and so can those who have gone before us. 

If we now look at the readings for today is there something there that can give us hope? Our first reading from 

the prophet Ezechiel speaks about the Lord raising his people from their graves, putting his Spirit in them and 

telling them they will live. Those words to the people of Israel can be applied to all of us human beings. The pres-

ence of God’s Spirit will help us to find meaning and peace in the midst of this crisis, and a strong hope that we 

will rise from the graves of this crisis to a more human and loving life and to a planet that will be more appreciat-

ed and protected. 

We read in today’s Gospel that Jesus wept at the death of his friend, Lazarus, leading to the observation: 

“See how much he loved him!”. In today’s Gospel we hear Martha and Mary saying to Jesus after the death of 

their brother, Lazarus: “If you had only been here....”. However, while the Scriptures acknowledge our grief and 

feelings of powerlessness in the face of great suffering, they convey to us that, in our most vulnerable moments, 

God stands with us and makes a promise of life that does not seem possible to us in those times. We read that 

Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. So, hearing today’s scriptures, we are encouraged to believe that God does 

not abandon us. He is the one who can bring new life as we face difficult times. 

Whatever way we pray, be it thinking of the God of Love, the Risen Christ, God’s Spirit within us, or Mary 

as our mother, let us have the faith and trust that we do not walk alone, that we will not be left unaided, and 

that we will be helped.  

Geoff Mulhearn & Others, 28/29 March 2020 


