
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A  
SUNDAY 21ST JUNE 2020 

 
This Sunday we celebrate the Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time, and we go back to green vestments and leave behind the 
solemnities that followed the Easter season. Today Jesus exhorts his disciples to be open and fearless witnesses to the Gospel. 
 
By giving them his mission, Jesus pushes them into the necessary next step of discipleship, assuring them of Gods special care. 
It’s one thing to stand by and admire what Jesus says and does, it’s quite another to say and do the same. But, the reality is 
that only by taking up the mission can they be disciples. They are being sent to proclaim what they have heard and to do what 
they have seen. They are to share what has sparked their hopes and deepened their faith.  
 
Jesus is not a one-man show. Anybody who wants to watch from the sidelines will never be more 
than a spectator. Being part of the dynamic of the coming of the reign of heaven requires active 
participation. 
  
What Jesus is also telling us is, that we should not base our relationship with God on fear, but trust. 
Fear creates suspicion, distance, defensiveness and insecurity.  
Trust leads to closeness, intimacy and a sense of safety. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITHOUT               
COMMUNION 
Will be held on Tuesday 23rd June at 10am 
in the Callinan Centre we are limited  to 10 
attendees due to the 4 square metre rule 
to book your place please contact the               
parish office and provide your name phone                   
number and email address. 
 
WEEKEND  WORHSHIP: 
Mass will be live streamed this Sunday at 
9.30am from Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Share the link with family and friends, and 
let’s gather online to pray as a community 
in these challenging times. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
live-stream/ 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact the parish office and 
leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
 

 



Reflection for the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A -21st June, 2020 

The readings for today really challenge us but they are also strangely reassuring. We are 
warned that being a follower of Christ will not be easy, but we are promised that God’s grace is 
with us. 

In some countries of the world today, especially in North Africa, Christian communities are 
facing frightening persecution. Here in Australia, however, we seem relatively secure. While I 
think I could cope with verbal abuse or ridicule, I ask myself if I would I be brave enough to             
continue to go to Mass, if we faced the possibility of being burnt alive or machine gunned in our 
church as we gathered to worship? I really don’t know but I do know that as individuals and as a 
community we are not alone. 

Jeremiah suffered greatly in fulfilling his call to be God’s prophet but his consolation came: 
“The Lord is at my side” he declared and the Lord’s presence is with us. 

There is further reassurance in Paul’s letter to the Romans which emphasised the greatness 
of God’s gift to us in his beloved son, Christ Jesus. Being human, we are less than perfect; each of 
us has sinned in some way, symbolised in Adam’s fall from grace. Paul tells us: “If it is certain that 
through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain that divine grace, coming through 
the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an abundant free gift.” Christ’s great sacrifice for 
us offered us redemption and the promise of life beyond this earthly life, if we just accept the 
free gift of his love. At the same time, we, like the disciples, have the task of continuing his                
mission, which is where our challenge lies.  

Fear can paralyse us just as it paralysed the disciples after Christ’s death. They stayed                   
together, locked in a room in fear of the Jews but then came Pentecost and the gift of the Spirit. 
In Matthew’s Gospel, Christ commands the Twelve (and us), “Do not be afraid” and he repeats it 
again, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.” God knows us and 
loves us but we are warned that being a follower of Christ may cause us to suffer. However, we 
have the promise, “If anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself 
for him in the presence of my Father in heaven.”   

During the recent lockdown a friend commented that a number of people she knew had 
said their faith was being sorely tested but she felt her faith had been strengthened. This set me 
thinking. Certainly, we have been confronted with the fragility of our human lives, with the grief 
of so many who have lost loved ones to this dreadful virus and the sadness of those (including 
some in our own community), who have been unable to celebrate the lives of deceased family 
members in the way they would have liked, because of the restrictions. 

Despite some relaxation of these, there is the fear that we may face a second wave of                          
infections. We have all been impacted in some way, so where can we find the strength to                        
persevere? 

We can find strength in the gift of God’s grace and in the reassurance of the Scriptures. We 
know that Christ is with us and in us as our companion on life’s journey. We know we have the 
ongoing inspiration of the Spirit to strengthen us. While most of us would not be comfortable 
proclaiming our faith from the roof tops, we can proclaim our faith in the way we live our lives in 
our homes and in our community and openly show our pride in being Christians. 

Pam Melvey. 



Parish Pastoral Council Report on the 
re-opening of our Parish Church. 
 
At the end of last week, further changes to the 
current COVID-19 related restrictions were 
announced by the NSW Government. This has 
resulted in amendments to the Public Health 
(COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and 
Movement) Order (No 3) 2020 (‘the Order’) 
gazetted, and these took effect from Saturday 13 
June. 
 
 

The Order now specifies that all church buildings are required to develop and observe a COVID-19 
safety plan and keep a copy of that plan in the church building. NSW Health has developed a COVID-19 
Safety Plan template for places of worship along with other resources. These can be accessed from the 
relevant NSW Government website (www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/industry-guidelines/places-of-
worship). 
 
As always, we need to remember the context in which the Order is made. COVID-19 remains present 
in the community and is highly infectious. While the numbers in Australia have been and remain very 
small, particularly when compared with other parts of the world, it is essential that we observe the 
latest public health advice and take all reasonable precautions to protect the health of everyone. 
 
Recently the Parish Pastoral Council met with Fr Geoff and Fr Kevin, to consider the responses 
received from the survey to reopen our Morisset & Cooranbong Churches. Thank you to the people 
who responded to this questionnaire. What stood out from the responses, is that our experiences at 
this time are quite different. 
 
There is no single approach, that neatly fits everybody. While it is fair to say that we are all looking 
forward to that day when we can all safely gather as one community for the celebration of Eucharist, 
our journeys are different. A considerable number of those who responded to the survey indicated 
that they were not comfortable, in attending church at this stage. 
  
Whilst the limit on people attending church gatherings have been lifted, social distancing must be 
maintained. This requirement is, and is generally referred to as, the ‘4 square metre’ rule.   
 
Therefore, abiding by this direction, Morisset Church can accommodate 40 people and Cooranbong 
18. Considering the limited numbers allowed to worship in the Cooranbong Church and the effort 
required to allow this to happen, it has been recommended that all Mass/Liturgies in our Parish, will 
be held at Morisset for now. Cooranbong Church will only be used on rare occasions for Funerals and 
Baptisms, with a limit of 18 people. 
  
Considering the concerns from the responses in the Questionnaire, and moving forward with caution, 
our first Liturgy since the shutdown began, will be a Liturgy of the Word, on Tuesday 23rd June, 10am, 
in the Callinan Centre. The Liturgy should go for 30 minutes in duration, and is limited to 10 
attendees. This will NOT be Mass, nor will it include holy communion. It will be a time of prayer and 
listening to the Word of God. It will also be a time of reconnecting with each other and exploring what 
is possible for us as a community. 
 
This first gathering will also be an opportunity for us to test our safety measures and, with the 
community’s help, refine and improve them. We want to use this time to begin opening our spaces to 
allow for a gradual return to full participation of our community. This is an intermediate phase to 
allow us all to adjust to a new way of doing things. 

https://vianneymorisset.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=feb5ecb02619022d280b8b55e&id=6161c59ce7&e=81259b172a
https://vianneymorisset.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=feb5ecb02619022d280b8b55e&id=6161c59ce7&e=81259b172a


 
If you would like to register to attend the Liturgy, please contact the Parish Office by calling 4973 
6859 Mon-Fri between 9am and 2pm or by emailing morparish@mn.catholic.org.au with your name 
and contact details 
 
The providing of contact details and their collection by the Parish, are mandatory requirements 
decreed by NSW Health, and must be observed in all circumstances. It is not possible for someone to 
enter a church building if they refuse to provide the information required. 
  
When we return to our Church for worship, because of the limited number of seats available, you will 
be required to register your interest in the scheduled Liturgy/Mass by phone or email to the parish 
office by midday, on the Thursday prior to the weekend. The parish will confirm attendance on the 
Friday and only those who receive a confirmation of attendance, will be permitted to attend. Those 
who unfortunately missed the cut off number, will be given preferential consideration for future 
attendance. 
  
Restrictions imposed by Brad Hazzard, NSW Minister for Health and Medical Research, that you will 
notice missing during this Intermediate stage of reopening churches include: no singing, something 
which our parish enjoys. Other notable omissions include: no offertory processions; no Enthronement 
of the Word and no holy water stoops at the church doors. 
 
We will need to observe physical distancing (while still engaging through smiles and welcoming). 
Those who are sick, have a cough or fever, are encouraged not to meet at this stage. We are also 
encouraged to download the Covid-19 tracing app 
 
 Because of the limit in the number of people who may be able to attend any particular 
Liturgy/Mass, all members of the Church of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, except priests, 
continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Those who are unable to 
attend Sunday Liturgy/ Mass are encouraged to keep Sunday holy using the resources 
previously made available (and which are still available on the Diocese website 
– https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/prayer-and-
formation-community-resources/ ).             
  
For those who cannot participate at this time for whatever reasons, please be assured that we will 
continue to send out our weekly newsletter and reflections and Mass will continue to be live streamed 
from the Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
  
As you would appreciate several mandatory protocols have to be implemented to comply with Govt 
and Diocesan conditions, for the re-opening of our church. Thank you to the people who indicated 
their willingness to help and ensure compliance with these protocols. 
 
This has necessitated the completion of an ‘on-line COVID-19 Safety at Work’ induction and 
assessment. Almost everyone has now completed this ‘online’ training, and shortly ‘on site’ training 
will be held, for the specific roles such as: Pre-entry Welcomer, Door warden, Seating Ushers and 
Cleaners.  
  
When all the conditions for reopening have been satisfied, then we can move forward together, as a 
community, and begin worshiping as a community. 
 
All parishes are in different positions. For information about our parish situation please read our 

updates or contact our parish office. 

 

mailto:morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
https://vianneymorisset.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=feb5ecb02619022d280b8b55e&id=7753df168c&e=81259b172a
https://vianneymorisset.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=feb5ecb02619022d280b8b55e&id=7753df168c&e=81259b172a


LITURGY 
A Liturgy of the Word without communion will be held in the 
Callinan Centre on Tuesday the 23rd of June 2020 at 10am it will 
go for around 30 minutes and will be limited to 10 attendees due 
to the 4 square metre rule. This is our first step in coming                     
together as a community and working towards gathering in our 
church once again. How we progress will be reliant on people 
willing to help, participate, as well as co-operate with the COVID-
19 Safety Plan for places of worship. 
If you would like to register to attend please contact the Parish 
Office by calling 4973 6859 Mon-Fri between 9am and 2pm or by 
emailing morparish@mn.catholic.org.au you will need to provide 
your name, phone number and email address of everyone in 
your household who wishes to attend. 
 
COVID SAFE CONDITIONS OF ENTRY FOR OUR CHURCHES AND 
CALLINAN CENTRE 
As part of the government requirements for our churches and 
buildings to open we need to have conditions of entry that meet 
the COVID-19 Safety Plan for places of worship. Please find                   
below the conditions of entry for our churches and Callinan             
Centre.  

• You have Registered with the Parish Office  

• You will Confirm your Name and Contact Details upon 
Entry 

• You are well and have not been in contact with anyone 
who is unwell 

• You will need to sanitise your hands upon Entry, Exit and 
when instructed to 

• Comply with social distancing measures and maintain a                  
distance of 1.5m between you and another person  

• You will not sing or chant 
It is also recommended that all visitors, parishioners and                       
volunteers  download the COVID Safe App. 
 
NAIDOC WEEK 2020 POSTPONED 
The National NAIDOC Committee has decided to postpone              
NAIDOC Week 2020 (5 July - 12 July) in the interest of safety for 
our communities. This decision was not taken lightly. 
The National NADIOC Council has made the decision to postpone 
NAIDOC week in July, and are looking at something later in the 
year. 
We have taken on-board the advice from the Federal                              
Government, health experts, our key partners and from leading 
national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health                              
organisations. 
We all believe that an escalating COVID-19 (Coronavirus) crisis as 
we head into winter would have disastrous impacts on our mob - 
especially for our elders and those in our communities with 
chronic health issues. 
The National NAIDOC Awards scheduled for Saturday 11 July in 
Alice Springs will not go ahead as planned.   
We have suspended the nomination process for the National 
NAIDOC Awards 2020 and announcement of the winner of the 
poster competition until further notice. The 2020 NAIDOC Local 
Grants Round has also been closed until further notice. 
We are in the process of finalising a new date for NAIDOC Week 
2020  - towards the end of the year  - and we’ll continue to work 
closely with the National Indigenous Australians Agency and our 
partners for NAIDOC Week 2020. 
Each year a Service is held alternatively between the Anglican 
Christchurch Cathedral and Catholic Sacred Heart Cathedral, it is 
the Anglican’s turn to host this year, plans are underway to hold 
a service later in the year once the new date has been released. 

THIS ONE’S FROM THE HEART 
A collaboration between the diocesan Development and Relief 
Agency (DARA), Soul Café, and Collective Heart initiative                    
resulted in the making of a tasty meal for families the agency 
supports including asylum seekers, refugees and those                    
struggling to provide food for their families due to COVID-19 job 
losses. 
BROOKE ROBINSON PUBLISHED JUNE 18, 2020 
Collective Heart describes itself as a network of people striving 
to make their life as enriched as possible and sharing that                  
enrichment with those not as fortunate. Founder of Collective 
Heart, Matt Linnert, says the group has been looking for a way 
to support and get to know people from Newcastle’s refugee 
community. 
It was able to connect with DARA and over the past couple of 
months the Collective Heart leadership team has contributed 
$1,500, plus 30 soccer boots and soccer accessories to DARA’s 
refugee young people and their families. 
On 6 June, the two organisations met at Soul Café to cook a 
delicious Syrian meal for families supported by DARA. 
A group of six women and two teenagers gathered to cook the 
meal, a Syrian turmeric rice dish. The meal was then delivered 
to families throughout Newcastle. 
Aicha Sido, a Syrian refugee and Year 6 student at Corpus Christi 
Primary School, Waratah, helped to cook the meal with her 
mum. 
“I came here because I wanted to help people,” she says. “Not 
just for myself, but for everyone else. It makes me really happy 
to be connected with other people from different countries.” 
The aim of the day was not just to provide food, but also to 
build new friendships with the Collective Heart members and 
DARA families, to create belonging and connection. 
Mr Linnert says it is the relationship-building that makes the 
difference. “We wanted to spend time together,” he says. “You 
can hand out money, you can hand around food, but what we 
found at Collective Heart is it’s really special when that happens 
in association with relationship and friendship.” 
Sue Prosser from Soul Café also enjoyed the opportunity to            
connect. “It’s great when we all work together,” she says. “One 
group can’t do everything.” Soul Café gives out food every day 
to vulnerable people in Newcastle, and is looking forward to its 
regular services starting again once COVID-19 restrictions ease. 
Project liaison officer, DARA Refugee Hub John Sandy says the 
day was successful as it also provided opportunities for mem-
bers to share skills, strengths and learn about other cultures. 
“As a result, a lot of opportunities have come up for the DARA 
refugee women as well,” he says. Mr Sandy is looking forward 
to more collaborations in the future. 
To find out more about these groups visit dara.org.au,                               
collectiveheart.com.au or soulcafe.org.au 
 
EVERY COMMUNITY SHOULD PROMOTE DIGITAL LITERACY 
Digital technologies are increasingly necessary in our day to day 
lives. People of all ages need the know-how to access and                  
navigate the online world. They need information on the                         
operation of platforms and how personal data is used.                                 
Education is key to being aware of the great possibilities but 
also the pitfalls. Through greater awareness, Pope Francis says, 
‘we will employ technology wisely rather than letting ourselves 
be dominated by it.’ 
 
PARISH BULLETIN 
If you are in contact with parishioners who are not online but 
would still like a bulletin please ask them to call the parish 
office. 



LITURGY MATTERS: Celebrants or Consumers? It 

matters! (Part 2) 

In the previous Liturgy Matters, prompted by our experience of live streamed Mass, we began to 
explore the question: When we celebrate eucharist, do we understand ourselves to be celebrants 
or consumers? 
 
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED JUNE 16, 2020 

Then we considered the essential nature of the ‘Liturgy of the Word’. Today we turn to the ‘Liturgy 
of the Eucharist’ in which we respond to the Word by doing what Jesus commanded us to do in his 
memory. 

What better start could we have than Sunday’s celebration of the Body and Blood of Christ. What 
struck you in the readings from Sunday? I was grabbed by the images of wilderness and hunger in 
the first reading from Deuteronomy. For me they resonate with our experience of isolation from the 
public celebration of Mass. With the exception of our brothers who are ordained priests, all of us 
have been hungering for both the body and blood of Christ on the altar, and the body of Christ 
gathered around the altar. The experience of wilderness (isolation) and hunger changes you. The 
same reading talks about being humbled and tested to reveal our inmost heart. 

All of us bring our experience of the Word of God to the ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’.  All of us bring 
our experience of isolation and hunger to this reflection. This experience has changed us. Change 
opens our eyes and hearts to see and know things differently. So, let us proceed to look differently 
at what, until recent times, has been so familiar.    

We will focus on the liturgical texts to help us reflect on what we are doing together when we 
celebrate eucharist. We will also reflect on some scripture. Each time you are invited to engage 
with our three mystagogical questions: 

• What did you notice? 
• What does it reveal to you/us (about God, Christ, the church, the liturgy …)? 
• What does it ask of you/us? 

http://mnnews.today/liturgy-matters/2020/liturgy-matters-celebrants-or-consumers-it-matters/
http://mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/


Firstly, you are invited to look up and pray with the following scripture texts: 

‘The feeding of the Five Thousand’ in Matthew 14:13-21 and 15: 32-39.  

‘The Last Supper’ in Matthew 26: 26-29 

Notice the verbs used to describe Jesus’ action. 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) explains how our celebration of eucharist 
embodies the same ‘take à bless à break à give’ eucharistic action recorded in the scripture. It 
says … 

72. At the Last Supper Christ instituted the Paschal Sacrifice and banquet, by which the 
Sacrifice of the Cross is continuously made present in the Church whenever the Priest, 
representing Christ the Lord, carries out what the Lord himself did and handed over to his 
disciples to be done in his memory.69 

For Christ took the bread and the chalice, gave thanks, broke the bread and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take, eat and drink: this is my Body; this is the chalice of my Blood. Do this in 
memory of me. Hence, the Church has arranged the entire celebration of the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist in parts corresponding to precisely these words and actions of Christ, namely: 

1. a) At the Preparation of the Gifts, bread and wine with water are brought to the altar, the 
same elements, that is to say, which Christ took into his hands. 

2. b) In the Eucharistic Prayer, thanks is given to God for the whole work of salvation, and the 
offerings become the Body and Blood of Christ. 

3. c) Through the fraction and through Communion, the faithful, though many, receive from the 
one bread the Lord’s Body and from the one chalice the Lord’s Blood in the same way that 
the Apostles received them from the hands of Christ himself. 

The celebration of eucharist is not a moment.  It is a four-part action in which each part is 
essential. Any one part loses its meaning and purpose when isolated from the other parts. There 
can only be a communion procession because there has firstly been a procession of the people to 
present their gifts to God to ‘taken, blessed, broken and given’ through, with and in Christ and the 
unity of the Holy Spirit. 

The celebration of eucharist is an action that we do together. This is clear in the GIRM a. 95, 
echoing the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy a. 48. 

95. In the celebration of Mass the faithful form a holy people, a people of God’s own 
possession and a royal priesthood, so that they may give thanks to God and offer the 
unblemished sacrificial Victim not only by means of the hands of the Priest but also together 
with him and so that they may learn to offer their very selves.83 They should, moreover, take 
care to show this by their deep religious sense and their charity toward brothers and sisters 
who participate with them in the same celebration. 

They are consequently to avoid any appearance of singularity or division, keeping in mind that 
they have only one Father in heaven and that hence are all brothers or sisters one to the other. 

96. Moreover, they are to form one body, whether in hearing the Word of God, or in taking part 
in the prayers and in the singing, or above all by the common offering of the Sacrifice and 
by participating together at the Lord’s table. This unity is beautifully apparent from the 
gestures and bodily postures observed together by the faithful. 

97. The faithful, moreover, should not refuse to serve the People of God in gladness whenever 
they are asked to perform some particular service or function in the celebration. 



As ‘celebrants’ our full, conscious and active participation in the ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’ is 
attentive to the entire four-part action. As ‘consumers’ we are focused on single moments such as 
the ‘consecration’ or my reception of communion. As ‘celebrants’ we are conscious that we are 
acting together as a community. As ‘consumers’ our focus is ‘me and God.’ As ‘celebrants’ 
presiders respect the ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’ as an action of the whole church – ‘my sacrifice and 
yours’ – and refrain from adding actions that reflect a personal spirituality and harken back to a 
previous age, relegating the lay faithful to the status of ‘consumers’.     

Are we celebrants or consumers? The answer matters. As we begin to gather again for the public 
celebration of the liturgy, to what change is the Holy Spirit calling you?  To what change is the 
Holy Spirit calling us? We are different. Hopefully our isolation from eucharist is testing our inmost 
heart and carving out in us a deeper mode of participation in the ‘Liturgy of the Eucharist’.   

Imagine what the Church community would be like if we were all celebrants!  Our world and our 
society need us to be celebrants.    

In the next Liturgy Matters we will focus on the first of this four-part action – the Presentation of 
Gifts. 

You might like to read this article from America Magazine, ‘Social Distancing and the Sacraments: 
How the Coronavirus has changed our sense of communion’. You should be able to open this as 
this magazine allows people to view five free articles a month.  

You might like to watch an interview Michael Kelly sj facilitated on virtual Mass. 

 Acknowledgements 

GIRM references are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Image: Illustration by Elizabeth Wang. T-00535-OL-V2. © Radiant Light 2006, www.radiantlight.org.uk. Used 
with permission. 

Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 

 

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2020/05/17/social-distancing-and-sacraments-how-coronavirus-pandemic-has-changed-our-sense?fbclid=IwAR02QeetVCN14M85ijprquMVF3IRbb2rzIiuOWqy6UIbM-_HQ4zGeicbHDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOsJ9rqAkv4
https://www.facebook.com/mnnewstoday/
https://twitter.com/mnnewstoday
http://instagram.com/mnnewstoday


PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
THANKYOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
A much appreciated thank you is extended to those                            
parishioners who have chosen to continue  to  donate to the 
1st Collection,  Parish,  and Planned Giving during this crisis. 
Your contributions help support the mission the of the            
parish.   
If anyone would like to take up the options of  direct bank 
deposits, electronic funds transfer our bank account details 
are:  
For Planned Giving  and the Second Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish  
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161  
Reference: 5004 plus Surname or 5004 PG plus envelope 
number if it is for planned giving. 
For First Collection 
Account Name: CDF 5016 Morisset 1st Collection 
BSB: 062815 Account Number:00328161 
Reference: 5016 plus Surname 
Please note that the account name and reference  is                 
different for each deposit as the number in the account 
name and reference is how CDF know which account /               
collection the payment belongs to.  
If anyone would like to take up the option of direct debit  
payments please contact the parish office and we will be able 
to supply a  direct debit authority form.  
You can also send in cheques to the parish office. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  
 
MASS LIVE STREAMED EVERY SUNDAY AT 9.30AM  
at https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
O Mary,  
you shine continuously on our journey  
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in    
Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 
ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS PRAYER AT 
7PM EACH DAY  
Gracious God, 
We give thanks anew for your                      
providence and presence. 
We prayerfully seek your grace,               
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.           
We pray for those in need of healing. 
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or                    
grieving. 
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all those 
who are serving in response. 
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the many 
choices and decisions facing our national, community and 
medical leaders. 
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can do to 
help those who are vulnerable. 
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with all that 
is on our hearts, 
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE MOST IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY— 20th June 
SAINTS JOHN FISHER AND THOMAS MORE— 22nd June 
THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST— 24th June  
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL— 29th June 
SAINT THOMAS— 3rd July 
SAINT BENEDICT— 11th July 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bruce Gillett, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin,                            
Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Louise Kalmus  
Remembrance: Bruce White 
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12th Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Year A

Monday
Gospel   Mt 10:26-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Do not fear those who can kill the body.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not 
be afraid. For everything that is now covered will 
be uncovered, and everything now hidden will be 
made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in 
the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim 
from the house-tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not 
buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one 
falls to the ground without your Father knowing. 
Why, every hair on your head has been counted. 
So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth 
more than hundreds of sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the 
presence of men, I will declare myself for him 
in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the 
one who disowns me in the presence of men, 
I will disown in the presence of my Father in 
heaven.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading   Jer 20:10-13
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of those who are evil.

Jeremiah said:
‘I hear so many disparaging me,
“Terror from every side!
Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”

All those who used to be my friends
watched for my downfall,
“Perhaps he will be seduced into error.
Then we will master him
and take our revenge!”
But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero;
my opponents will stumble, mastered,
confounded by their failure;
everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be 
theirs.

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with 
justice,

who scrutinise the loins and heart,
let me see the vengeance you will take on 
them,

for I have committed my cause to you.
Sing to the Lord,
praise the Lord,
for he has delivered the soul of the needy
from the hands of evil men.’

This is the word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14
R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

It is for you that I suffer taunts,
that shame covers my face,
that I have become a stranger to my brothers,
an alien to my own mother’s sons.
I burn with zeal for your house
and taunts against you fall on me.   R.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you reveal to us all that is 
 hidden:
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you speak on our behalf
 before the Father:
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are our courage and 
 strength: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 fill our hearts with courage,
 in the face of adversity,
 as we proclaim to all people,
 the glory of your name.
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



Sunday Readings

The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, 
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

This is my prayer to you,
my prayer for your favour.
In your great love, answer me, O God,
with your help that never fails:
Lord, answer, for your love is kind;
in your compassion, turn towards me.   R.

The poor when they see it will be glad
and God-seeking hearts will revive;
for the Lord listens to the needy
and does not spurn his servants in their chains.
Let the heavens and the earth give him praise,
the sea and all its living creatures.   R.

Thursday
Second Reading  Rom 5:12-15
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans
God’s gift to us is nothing like our sin against him.

Sin entered the world through one man, and 
through sin death, and thus death has spread 
through the whole human race because 
everyone has sinned. Sin existed in the world 
long before the Law was given. There was no 
law and so no one could be accused of the sin 
of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from 
Adam to Moses, even though their sin, unlike 
that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a 
law.

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift 
itself considerably outweighed the fall. If it is 
certain that through one man’s fall so many 
died, it is even more certain that divine grace, 
coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came 
to so many as an abundant free gift.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mt 10:26-33
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Do not fear those who can kill the body.

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not 
be afraid. For everything that is now covered will 
be uncovered, and everything now hidden will be 
made clear. What I say to you in the dark, tell in 
the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim 
from the house-tops.

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; fear him rather who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not 
buy two sparrows for a penny? And yet not one 
falls to the ground without your Father knowing. 
Why, every hair on your head has been counted. 
So there is no need to be afraid; you are worth 
more than hundreds of sparrows.

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the 
presence of men, I will declare myself for him 
in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the 
one who disowns me in the presence of men, 
I will disown in the presence of my Father in 
heaven.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus,
 give us the strength to live our lives,
 as witnesses to your love.
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME A 

Sunday 21 Jun 2020 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle 
and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 

and strengthens us 

by the power of his Spirit. 
All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 

although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 

we gather in God’s name  

for when two or more come together  

God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 

keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

Litany of Praise 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 

let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you hear the cry of the poor: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ Jesus, you turn toward those who seek mercy: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord Jesus, you release those who are in bondage: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God our Father 

we are not afraid  

for you care for us and watch over us. 

Keep us close to you when the way is not clear 

for you are our guide and our help. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

for ever and ever. 
All: 

Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading 

Jer 20:10-13 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of those who are evil. 

Jeremiah said: 

‘I hear so many disparaging me, 

“Terror from every side! 

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

All those who used to be my friends 

watched for my downfall, 

“Perhaps he will be seduced into error. 

Then we will master him 

and take our revenge!” 

But the Lord is at my side, a mighty hero; 

my opponents will stumble, mastered, 

confounded by their failure; 

everlasting, unforgettable disgrace will be theirs. 

But you, Lord of Hosts, you who probe with justice, 

who scrutinise the loins and heart, 

let me see the vengeance you will take on them, 

for I have committed my cause to you. 

Sing to the Lord, 

praise the Lord, 

for he has delivered the soul of the needy 

from the hands of evil men.’ 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35. R. v.14 

(R.) Lord, in your great love, answer me. 

 

1. It is for you that I suffer taunts,  

that shame covers my face, 

that I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

an alien to my own mother's sons. 

I burn with zeal for your house 

and taunts against you fall on me. (R.) 

 

2. This is my prayer to you,  

my prayer for your favour. 

In your great love, answer me, O God, 

with your help that never fails: 

Lord, answer, for your love is kind; 

in your compassion, turn towards me. (R.) 

 

3. The poor when they see it will be glad  

and God-seeking hearts will revive; 

for the Lord listens to the needy 

and does not spurn his servants in their chains. 

Let the heavens and the earth give him praise, 

the sea and all its living creatures. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Rom 5:12-15 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
God's gift to us is nothing like our sin against him. 

Sin entered the world through one man, and through sin death, and thus death has 

spread through the whole human race because everyone has sinned. Sin existed in 

the world long before the Law was given. There was no law and so no one could be 

accused of the sin of ‘law-breaking’, yet death reigned over all from Adam to Moses, 

even though their sin, unlike that of Adam, was not a matter of breaking a law. 

Adam prefigured the One to come, but the gift itself considerably outweighed the 

fall. If it is certain that through one man’s fall so many died, it is even more certain 

that divine grace, coming through the one man, Jesus Christ, came to so many as an 

abundant free gift. 
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 10:26-33 

Do not fear those who can kill the body. 

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not be afraid. For everything that is now 

covered will be uncovered, and everything now hidden will be made clear. What I 

say to you in the dark, tell in the daylight; what you hear in whispers, proclaim from 

the house-tops. 

‘Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; fear him rather 

who can destroy both body and soul in hell. Can you not buy two sparrows for a 

penny? And yet not one falls to the ground without your Father knowing. Why, 

every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid; you are 

worth more than hundreds of sparrows. 

‘So if anyone declares himself for me in the presence of men, I will declare myself 

for him in the presence of my Father in heaven. But the one who disowns me in the 

presence of men, I will disown in the presence of my Father in heaven.’ 
Reader: 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

 

Q. What message is meant to be conveyed by the imagery about the sparrows? 

Q. What does it mean in today’s world to ‘declare oneself’ for Jesus? 

Q. How might a message to ‘fear God’ be misunderstood and misused? 

Q. Who is someone you admire because they are not afraid to live their faith? 
 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

THE CONCLUDING RITE 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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