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We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community  Jenny Douglas  Wed 
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education Daphne Peterson Fri 
4. Mission and Outreach.  Daphne Peterson Thurs 
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Administrative Assistant:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 4973.6859, Fax 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 5pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the   
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

SUNDAY PALM YEAR A  
SUNDAY 5TH APRIL 2020 

 
Today on Palm Sunday, we commence the great week of the liturgical year called  Holy Week, and each year on this Sunday, 
the Church reads an account of the Passion of Jesus. 
 
 As the passion and death of Jesus is proclaimed, every evil tendency of humankind is revealed. We are told of Judas’ betrayal 
and of Peter’s denial. The disciples oblivious to Jesus , fall asleep when he needs their support. We  hear the lies told about 
Jesus, as well as the people’s mockery of him. We sense the fierceness of the crowd, the 
weakness of Pilate and the hypocrisy of the chief priests and elders.  
 
Palm/Passion Sunday is a staging area for our mission to the world. Holy Week is our 
invitation to enter more deeply into the life of Christ, which is our own life and vocation from 
birth and baptism. 
 
 Jesus is in the world through us. If we do not imitate him, our world will not know Easter.  
 
The important questions for all of us to ask is; What affect will this Holy Week and Easter have 
on our lives?  

WEEKEND  WORHSHIP: 
Mass will be live streamed this Sunday at 
9.30am from Sacred Heart Cathedral. 
Share the link with family and friends, and 
let’s gather online to pray as a community 
in these challenging times. 
This will continue each week while the 
COVID-19 restrictions are in place. 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/
live-stream/ 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to like to speak with or 
see a priest please contact the parish office 
and leave your details for Fr Kevin to              
contact you. 
 
KEEPING IN CONTACT 
We are endeavouring to keep in contact 
with our parish community with emails, 
the website and facebook.  
If you are in contact with other members 
of our parish community preferably via the 
phone or web-based communication and 
they may like or may benefit from email 
contact from the parish  please ask them 
to call the parish office. 
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 2020-PRAYING TOGETHER IN A TIME OF ISOLATION – Fr Kevin 

Last week, Pope Francis gave an Address and a Blessing for the world. In the address, he likened the                

present global experience to being like the Gospel story of the followers of Jesus in the boat in a violent 

storm. They were terrified, and felt abandoned by God in their need. Pope Francis spoke about our need 

to assert and exercise our Faith. He said;  

“... we are on the same boat, all of us fragile and disorientated, but at the same, important and needed, 

all of us are called to row together...”  

A few days ago, a catholic priest from England offered an idea for us to pray in community in this time 

when gathering for Sunday Eucharist or other community prayer is not possible.  

The writer firstly reminded us of the basic structure of the Our Father. It is a prayer which is meant to be 

prayed together, in community. It is why we have the plural being used “Our Father; give us; forgive us; 

lead us; deliver us”  

 Secondly, he made the point that for over 1,500 years Catholic monasteries in Europe drew strength and 

nourishment through the rhythm of daily community prayer- at morning; midday; evening and night 

prayer. This measured, regular faithful community-prayer has sustained such communities through life’s 

many challenges... for centuries. 

 In order to draw from the daily spiritual nourishment of prayer, our English priest recommended that we 

reassert the importance of community prayer by utilising the Our Father. Could we not be united with all 

Gods children around the world by choosing to pray this prayer, morning, middle of the day, and                    

evening? The rhythm of this daily practise is itself an act of Faith and trust in God. We are lovingly                      

praying for each other, and for the many others in great need, and we are not allowing the disruption 

and anxiety of these times to dominate the Faith and trust in God expressed in our daily praying.   

 This ‘communal praying’ is actually also expressed in our praying of the rosary! The rosary is very much a 

community prayer, inasmuch as we are asking heavenly mother to not only pray for us, but also to be 

praying with us! During such prayer with Mary, God’s Spirit can move in our hearts. The fruits of this             

include peacefulness, encouragement and consolation. In being so blest, we can continue to meet the 

present hardships, and to share of ourselves in loving service of others. Perhaps we can decide to form 

small prayer-circles with others.  

Each day of this coming Holy Week, we could agree to pray a certain ‘communal’ prayer (s) like the above 

suggestions, and to pray daily around certain times, and to pray for our specific special intentions.  

“...God is for us, a refuge and strength, a helper close at hand... be still, and know that I am 

God...” (Ps.45)  

(P.S. Why not get out our Christmas lights and put them out for Easter Week) 
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
When we cannot receive the Eucharist we can make a                    
spiritual communion. A recommended way to do this is to 
spend some time in prayer, reflecting on the Mass readings 
and then reciting this prayer written by St. Alphonsus                   
Liguori: 

 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite my-
self wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
 
POPE FRANCIS PRAYER FOR PROTECTION FROM                                 
CORONAVIRUS 
 
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign 
of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. 
At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, 
with steadfast faith. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. 
We are certain that you will provide, so that, 
as you did at Cana of Galilee, 
joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the Father’s will 
and to do what Jesus tells us: 
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, 
and bore our sorrows to bring us, 
through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. 
Amen. 
We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of 
God. 
Do not despise our pleas – we who are put to the test 
– and deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed 
Virgin.  
 

 
 
 
Dominic, 47 is a former teacher and 
father of six from Papua New Guinea. 
In 2016, he became involved with the 
Caritas Australia’s Safe House and      
Family Anonymous programs and 
turned a difficult life and an unhappy 
relationship around. The program     
provides gender-based violence                 
prevention training, counselling                   
services and safe accommodation for 
women and children survivors of                  
violence. Now a community trainer, he 

works with other men to help them to change their behaviour 
and build more harmonious family lives. Dominic and his wife, 
Christophylda say that their relationship has been transformed 
– and their family life is now harmonious, happy and safe. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2020 to help support the 
Safe House project and help bring greater harmony to families 
in Papua New Guinea. Let’s Go Further, Together.  
It is preferred that you donate online or by phone by visiting  
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or  
phoning 1800 024 413.  
*If you have a project compassion box or envelope that you 
would like to drop off please contact the parish office to              
arrange a time. We are needing them to be dropped off by the 
15th May 2020. 
 
RESTRICTIONS ON GATHERINGS 
On advice given to parishes by the Diocese Vicar General            
Andrew Doohan the Callinan Centre is now closed for all 
meetings and all groups. This applies regardless of whether 
the members of the groups or teams might have a 'reasonable 
excuse' to leave their place of residence 

We recommend using Web-based meeting platforms such as 
Facetime or Zoom for groups and teams to keep in touch.  

We also ask that there be no unannounced visits to the parish 
office so we ensure that we are following the new restrictions 
on gatherings. Please call ahead and make an appointment if 
you need to come in. 
 
MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION  
Do you know someone who is getting married or someone in a 
relationship who would like to know more about how to create 
strong, stable relationships? 
CatholicCare Social Services Hunter Manning offers pre and post 
marriage and relationship education workshops and individual 
sessions that explore the research around intentional                          
connected relationships. They have the aim of supporting                   
couples to build and maintain ‘relationship satisfied’                           
partnerships.  
Online workshops will be run soon. Go to 
www.catholiccare.org.au. 
 
DON’T MISS OUT ON ANYTHING IN YOUR DIOCESE!  
Go to mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about 
what is happening locally.  

VOLUNTEERING IN OUR PARISH 
Please watch this space for future opportunities. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office. All  prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  

 
WE ARE CALLED TO BE CITIZENS OF THE DIGITAL WORLD 
AS CHRISTIANS, WE ARE CALLED TO ‘BOLDLY BECOME CITI-
ZENS AND HOPE. 
• Use the accompanying Prayer Card, including a prayer 
written by Pope Francis, for personal or family use or for 
schools and parishes. of the digital world’, with the image of 
the Good Samaritan as our inspiration. We are called not only 
to love our neighbour, but to bring the love of God to the 
new global         neighbourhood. We all have a role to play in 
making this a space where hatred, divisions and falsehoods 
are rejected. Let’s foster a neighbourhood promoting those 
attributes and social values that lend themselves to genuine 
human encounter – love,                  understanding, beauty, 
goodness, truth and trustworthiness, joy  
• Celebrate World Communications Day on the Sunday be-
fore Pentecost. 
• Follow the Office for Social Justice of the Australian Cath-
olic Bishops Conference Facebook: @socialjusticeACBC  
Twitter: @JusticeCatholic 
 
MAKING IT REAL ART COMPETITION 
The Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement 
Making it real: Genuine human encounter in our digital 
world, affirms the positive possibilities for encounter and 
solidarity offered by new digital media, while warning of 
those elements of our digital world that may be harmful. The 
Statement points out that we are called not just to be inhab-
itants of this new digital world, but active citizens shaping it.  
Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes in 
the Social Justice Statement. Works must be on A3 paper, 
with a 150-word artist statement accompanying the work. 
Entries close Friday 14 August. Exhibition date is Saturday 29 
August at San Clemente High School, Mayfield. $150 prize for 
each category (Stage 3,4,5,6 and adult). Contact 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au for more information.  
 

THE CELEBRATION OF FUNERALS 
Funerals can continue providing the number of people 
attending (including the celebrant) does not exceed ten 
people, and the social distancing requirements are met: 

a. Attendance to be limited to those immediately             
associated with the deceased, being immediate and 
close family members. 

 b. Mourners will be obliged to observe the 4spm            
 requirements during the funeral. 
Any service requested in a crematorium or funeral home 
chapel must also observe the limitations on the numbers 
attending. 
It is possible to hold a private funeral service and                      
committal immediately, and then have a Memorial Mass 
once the current pandemic resolves itself. 
 
WEDDING CELEBRATIONS 
Weddings can continue with the number of number of 
people who can attend being five, which means it is                      
restricted to those who are obliged to be present, i.e. the 
bride and groom, the two witnesses, and the celebrant.  
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
That you can make donations to the parish, planned        
giving and the first collection electronically using bank 
transfer direct debit or via the diocese website. For bank 
transfer payments or  direct debit payments please contact 
the parish office and we will be able to supply our bank                    
account details or a direct debit authority form. For                       
website payments go to: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
about/parish-payments/  or the click on the Parish                      
Payments link on the Parish Website under Diocese Links.  
 
OFFICIAL MOBILE APP OF THE DIOCESE OF                                    
MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE  
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is pleased to                            
announce the launch of our brand new mobile app for         
tablets and smartphones. 
The new mobile app is our latest innovation in                            
communicating with Catholics in the Diocese. It is designed 
to enable you to find details of the latest news, stories and 
events in the Diocese. 

 

CHRISM MASS 2020 
The Bishop has taken the decision to defer the celebration 
of the Chrism Mass for 2020 to a time to be determined 
after the COVID-19 situation has resolved itself in one way 
or another. We look forward to the opportunity to                 
celebrate together once more. 
Once a date is available - when the COVID-19 situation has 
rectified itself- we will communicate the date well in             
advance so that the rescheduled Chrism Mass can be a 
worthy celebration. 
 
MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP ABOUT THE CELEBRATION 
OF SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION FOR CHILDREN  
Parish Sacramental Preparation Programs are to be                 
cancelled for the duration of 2020. 
The celebrations of Confirmation and First Communion are 
cancelled for 2020; we shall observe a ‘fallow year’. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 5th April 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD’S SUPPER— 9th April 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD—10th April 
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 11th April 
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD— 12th April 
SAINT MATTHIAS, APOSTLE— 14th May 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Les Fowler, Nick Mirabello, Lynne Kop, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett, 
Lisa Mirabello, Jessamy Ferguson. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
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EASTER REFLECTION—Uta France 
The Easter we have- when we don’t have Easter! 
Last night I lay trying to sleep and memories of Easter’s past came and kept me awake.  It is the 
first time in nearly 50 years that we will not be involved in some way. 
It was a real grief- the journey from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday has always been the  
highlight of the year. 
Palm Sunday with its Hallelujahs and palms and blessing on the king- to the week of the Chrism 
Mass and the Oils being prepared for use during the year, Reconciliation, The Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper and then Good Friday. 
Good Friday with its pathos and pain.  Someone once said to me that they can’t stand Good  
Friday as it is too sad. Why do we reflect on this so much?  I didn’t kill Jesus, insult him etc.  Fair 
call!  But it is our story and we need to look at this from a perspective of faith.  If we did not 
have Good Friday- we would not have Easter Sunday and the resurrection either. 
There was one occasion when someone was so fixated on Good Friday that the Resurrection 
and Easter Sunday did not exist, and they seemed stuck on suffering. 
At 2am in the morning, I know it is sad that I am reduced to this, I began to realise that the  
Paschal Journey we celebrate in Easter week is a true mirror of our life’s journey.  None of us 
has gotten through this life without knowing both pain and joy.  The Joy is balanced by the trials 
and sorrows we encounter along our journey.   
Our Easter Journey reflects the highs and the lows of our lives, but as people of faith we don’t 
get stuck on the lows.  We know that just as Jesus rose from the dead and shares his life to the 
full with us, we will also rise again.  He has promised this.  Our Easter week is a reflection on 
this journey and our place in it.  Our place in solidarity with our family, friends, our community 
and our wider community.  We are people of the Resurrection and we live in hope as the Spirit 
calls us to. 
Today in 2020, with the Covid19 pandemic facing us from every direction, we need to remem-
ber that this is a part of our Paschal Journey.  Instead of collapsing in a heap and getting  
depressed, it is a time for us to walk the journey- but- with faith.  As a people we have faced 
crises again and again – even in the last 100 years.  We have not only survived, but we have 
been stronger. 
We need to link with our community- ring each other.  Support each other, we can do this even 
in isolation – we all have phones, computers, apps etc.  Our Community of St John Vianney 
Morisset is made up of friends and colleagues.  The Communities of Southlake’s Anglican, The 
Baptist Community, The Uniting Community our friends in the Seventh Day Adventist  
Communities are all a part of our wider community of faith. 
Our challenge is to reflect on the Word of God, our “Story”.  
Look at what it tells us today in 2020.  
Take to heart the challenge it brings.   
But most of all, realise that it is a journey which travels through highs and lows- BUT – there is 
Resurrection at the end. 
We do not do it in isolation, but together as a people of faith.  We are not alone. 
 

Uta France 


